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Dear Readers,

1 am the eternal optimist.
Given the events of September
11, 2001, I worked with six au-
thors to write Civilization Under
Attack—-a book that focused on
the events of September 11, 2001
and the potential outcomes in
the areas of international poli-
tics, world economics, as well
as the many ways astrology can
analyze such an event. After a
year as difficult as many of us
can recall, 1 was ready for the
world to focus on Peace. Now,
I thought, would be a good
time to consider the potential
for greater peace throughout
the world.

The authors who have joined
in this issue of the Geocosmic
Journal to discuss the possibili-
ties for 2003 have taken very
different approaches to the
question of peace. As hopeful is
we all are, we have not skirted
the realities, as indicated in the
charts for the coming year.

Norma Jean Ream, a Kepler
college student and profes-
sional astrologer, considers the
potential for peace by examin-
ing the U.S. chart, and its pro-
gressed Moon, solar arc
directions and transits. She
states her premise that if we
want peace, each individual has
to make it our stated purpose.
She then delineates numerous
indicators in the charts of the
U.S. and M. Bush to support
her belief that peace is possible,
if we are clear about our desire
ro make it happen.
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Letter from the Guest Editor

Not all indicators are so pos-
itive. David Crook has exam-
ined the ingress charts, as well
as key birth charts for individu-
als, nations and events, and has
a rather different forecast.
These charts indicate the trou-
ble spots around the planet, fo-
cusing on those areas where we
can expect conflict.

Jhampa Shaneman, author of
Buddhist Astrology, to be released
by Llewellyn in January of
2003, has chosen the chart of
His Holiness the Dalai Lama for
his article. A man who has ded-
icated his life to peace through-
out the world, and especially
for his home, Tibet, the Dalai
I ama has contributed his own
voice to the many pleading for
peace around the world.
Shaneman includes the chare,
with references to the transits
for 2001, to show how one reli-
gious figure can have a tremen-
dous impact on the world. He
points to the Kalachakra initia-
tion held in Austria in October
2002, and another planned for
Toronto in 2003, This Wheel
of Time tantric ritual brings the
energy of the planets directly
into the lives of all participants.

My own article on Mercury
Retrograde uses the stationary
positions of this planet as indi-
cators of the major events for
the U.S. and for President Bush
during 2003. Stationary posi-
tions provide great times.
When a planet appears not to
move, it can be likened to the
focus of a football quarterback,

feet solidly planted on the
ground, aiming his pass at the
moving target presented by the
pass receiver. A quarterback on
the run may be able to connect
with the receiver, but the sta-
tionary quarterback has a much
greater chance of success.
Swift Mercury can take better
aim with his communication
when stationary, and those
times during the year offer the
opportunity to understand
events more clearly as well.

Neither peace nor conflict is
assured, as both are indicated
in astrological analyses. We
cannot assume that one or the
other will dominate. If things
go the direction they have in
the past, war seems almost in-
evitable. If people around the
world take a stand for peace,
then our leaders will have a
solid indicator of the direction
we want their efforts to take.

Maria Kay Simms has pro-
vided us with a view of the
New Year, starting with the
Winter Solstice of 2002. She
describes how the ancients
waited for the Sun to return to
the north, and how they wel-
comed its new light each year.
She has also provided an out-
line of a ritual for us all to use
in our own celebration of new
light, and the potential for re-
newal of peace in the world.
Finally, she has included a list
of general rules for interpreting
mundane charts,

Stephanie J. Clement

Guest Editor



A Mundane and Spiritual Message for Peace

By Maria Kay Simms

As above, so below, As within, so without, as the Universe, so the Soul —Hermes Trismegistus

N\ f yJournalissue is about mundane astrology

|V | with a focus on peace” says the guest edi-

i B tor. “Write about the spiritual significance
of Winter Solstice.” Background: Over the years, I
have come to live the spiritual aspects of my as-
trology. I term it Neopagan Astrology. I dom't
consider it my religion, for religion implies struc-
ture from a central authority, and that doesn't fit.
Certainly astrology is at the core of my spiritual
path, and when I discovered Neopagan spiritual-
ity through Wicca, I found a basis for ritual ap-
propriate towhat astrology had come to mean for
me,

What is astrology? My definition: Astrology is
the study . .. no, more accurately, my developing
awareness of the correspondence between cos-
mos and Earth, also known as geo. Geocosmic)
The cosmos, “as above” in correspondence with
geo, “so below.” But that is not all: It is my grow-
ing awareness of my responsibility to live the con-
tinuation of the ancient philosophy of Hermes
Trismegistus, “as within, so without, as the Uni-
verse, so the soul.” I'study that which is above for
signs of my purpose in this life on Earth below,
knowing that my choice of how toread and carry
out those signs is largely my own and that it ismy
choice that matters most. The energy of my
choice moves without, to everything inmy sphere
of influence, and my world (Universe) reflects it
back to me. What I see, then, in the starsisin part
colored by my own experience and growth, just

as much as by what others have taught me about
what they see in those stars. If [ fee] fear within,
do I project it onto the stars with fear of what will
come? Or do I look for solutions, for alternate
possibilities? I believe either is a potential of our
astrological interpretation. Objectivity is always
a challenge. T am a realist. Bad things happen.

There’s very little T can control other than my
own choices, and that includes my response to
“what happens,” as well as to how I view what
imight be.

Winter Solstice 2002, Projected

Inmy imagination, as I sit here typing into my
computer, I wake before dawn on December 21 . ..

As 1 open the door and lean out onto the cold, icy back
deck on the east side of our house, shivering a little in my
robe, Isee the night is clear, a few stars still sparkling even
light still comes from the setting Moon, still almost full in
the sky to the front of the house.“Oh, grear!” I am think-
ing.“This year, maybe 'l be able tosee it.” Thurry to put on
the coffee, pull on sweat suit and coat: then, taking my hot
cup of coffee and a fire wand, go outdoors to the Circle to
wait. My feet crunch on the snow as I walk to the center of
my Circle andbrush snow off the big flat stone there. 1 light
the center torches and sit to look through the bare trees at
the glow of light forming to the southeast. I have a small
carved stone spiral there, created by my youngest daughter
inasculptureclass. My thoughts go back towhat a morn-
ing like this must have been like long ago. ..

Huddled together forwarmthinthe cold dark night, the

Winter 2002/3



people gathered among their tall standing stones. Their
leaders, who watched the sky constantly and knew of such
things, had rold them this was the exact morning, the turn-
ing of the wheel, the time of change when they could truly
hope that the long fearful winter would turn again to
spring. For many generations, they had come to wait
among the stones for the sign. Their ancestors had placed
the stones for that purpose; the old ones told of this in their
stories around the winter fires.

A small child whispers to her mother,"Mama, I'm so
cold Why are we out here in the dark?” The mother wraps
the child closer to herwithin her cloak and softly says, “Be-
cause soon our Great Mother gives birth to the Divine
Child of new light. Look at the skey!” Looking upward, they
see asoft glow of light that had begun beyond one tall stone
and was now growing rapidly. A chant begins and builds in
strength and volume as all join in, now energized as they
wait in growing excitement, all eyes focused on the Mid-
winter stone... and then, the reward. The rising Sun’s rays
of bright light break across the top of the stone, so brightly
blazing that, with quick looks, then gasps, the chant stops,
and eyes are averted asthe people bow in thanksgiving, The
wheel has turned! The Sun is reborn! Days would now be-
come gradually longer. Once again, all of Mother Earth’s
people felt assured that light and warmth would return.
The people joyously return to their homes for their Yule
celebrations planned for this day and throughout the week
to come ...

Back in my own Circle, December 2002, still waiting
and watching as the glow builds through those trees,  am
hoping for the best. Yule’s new light has evaded me the past
two years, the New England mornings thoroughly over-
cast, with no Sun visible until nearly midday, if then. This
time, though, it is as I imagined it might be back in Septem-
ber. The Sun rises, ¢ smidgeon to the right of where I
thought (I think silently, left brain mentally adjusting the
marker). But more immediately welling up from deep
withinmy soul is agreat joy, and] standto stretchmy arms
high and wide to greet the Sun reborn!

After giving thanks to the life force of the Universe,
whom [ see as Mother Nature and most familiarly call
Goddess, for all my many blessings in this new year born
withthe Sun, Iwalk to the edge of my Circle tomovethe spi-
ral that smidgeon to the right. Returning to my house, |
think over what things I must still do today in preparation
for Yule celebrations tonight, when others will join me
within these standing stones. Wewill lift off the center flat
blue stone on'which D've been sitting and build a fire within
the stonewalled pit beneath, over which a cauldron of hot
&ider will bubble. This year, we've planned to celebrate
with the very ritual I wrote about last September ... God-
dess, that must have beenthe earliest I've ever decided what
to do for a particular Sabbat! Then we'll burn the tradi-
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tional Yule log kindled with the piece we saved from last
year’slog. ..

The actual moment of Winter Solstice, also
called Yule, is December 21, 2002, 815pm EST,
the ingress of the Sun into 0 Capricorn. The Sun
appears from Earth to pause for three of the lon-
gest nights of the year, at extreme southern decli-
nation, before beginning to slowly move
eastward again, decreasing in declination as the
days lengthen. By Spring Equinox, the Sun will
rise beyond my tall East stone, the days and
nightswill be equal again, and the warming Farth
will be responding with spring green and early
flowers. Then, the Sun will rise each day slightly
more northward, reaching for culmination in the
longest days of Summer Solstice, then return
eastward once again, an endlessly repeating cy-
cle. I can follow this not only by watching from
my Circle, but also from my bedroom on the east
corner of the house, where a large feng shui crystal
hangs inside the window. There’s a row of little
tack holes in the ceiling, where I periodically
move the string from which the crystal hangs as
the Sun changes, so that each reasonably clear
morning I can expect to be greeted on awakening
with a fairyland of rainbows sparkling all around
me. It definitely helps an aging body feel like get-
ting up in the moming!

The Left Brain Approach

Does the Winter Solstice chart show a hope of
peace? Let’s see. Figure 1 shows the conventional
chart in Koch houses, with ne extra bodies save
the classical ten, my preferred way for a first look.
Yes, my technical specialty is Uranian astrology,
but I find that even I, after all my experience, can
be led astray by looking at those TNP planets be-
fore 1 have considered what ought to be obvious
in a basic system common to all astrologers. The
important themes are almost always shown by
the classic ten “planets,” and if not, the theme
probably isn't all that important. My chart is set
for Washington, D.C., because what happens
with this country this year is the most likely of
larger outer influences to affect me, as well as all
of us who live in this country. Because of the in-
fluence of the United States, this chart has signif-
icance to the rest of the world, too.

[n amundane chart, each planet and house has
a special meaning T will use in describing my
“take” on this chart. While 1 look at modern
rulerships by the transpersonal planets, [ amin-
clined to think through experience that the an-
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Figure 1
Winter Solstice
December 21, 2002
815 p.m. EST
Washington DC
38N53.42,
77W02:12

cient rulers should be given preference, with the
transpersonals considered as significant general
themes, especially if angular or in strong aspect.
The Moon, representing the people, is
void-of-course. We, the people, are also repre-
sented by the Sun, ruler of Ascendant. In any
mundane chart, the Sun also rules the president
and executive heads of government (along with
the ruler of the tenth house). We are apprehen-
sive about what to expect, but rather powerless
other than to hope our president and leaders will
choose wisely. We support their diplomatic ef-
forts. Sun is in the fifth house of diplomats. Its
ruler, Jupiter, is conjunct Ascendant square Mars
(war) and Venus (peace), closely conjunct in the
fourth house of the land and the interests of the
people. These are, in tun, square the cusp of the
seventh (foreign affairs) and Neptune (wide-
spread unrest). Which will it be, war or peace?
Venus and Mars also rule the parties in and out of
power, and they are conjunct. Despite our wari-
ness of political motives, it does seem as though
the efforts of our government seem unified rather
than excessively partisan. Saturn, ruler of house
seven, is in eleven (goals, policies, allies, Con-
gress) and opposes Sun. Saturn has separated
from its long opposition to Pluto. Old structures

have been broken down. What new ones can be
built to replace them? Saturn is retrograde. The
jury is still out.

In Uranian astrology, the cardinal axis is the
world axis, and Cancer is drawn at the top, with
Capricorn at the bottom, for the very reason this
article is being written: the Sun is reborn each
year at ) Capricorn, sothat belongs at the bottom
of the 360 degree wheel. Just as Sun vanishes in
the night and rises during the day, it is least visi-
ble at the time of the longest night. Sun waxes to
maximum light at 0 Cancer, Summer Solstice.

Figure 2 shows the Winter Solstice chart on
the rotating 90° dial. The glyph for Aries marks
the cardinal axis, but it represents all four of the
cardinals, so Sun at 0 Capricorn is seen directly
on “Aries” or the cardinal axis. The visual empha-
sis immediately centers on the planet of peace.
This was also evident from the classic chart to
those accustomed to Cosmobiology or Uranian,
but might have been be missed by those who are
not. On the 90° dial, Venus comes into sharp fo-
cus, clearly visible on the central pointer axis.
The orb of Venus semisquare Sun is only seven
minutes of arc, to be exact. The 90° dial brings
out the very important semisquare and
sequiquadrate aspects often missed when look-
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Figure 2
90° Dial Chart
of Capricorn Ingress for
Washington, D.C.
Dotted lines show
midpoints (equal arcs)
to the cardinal axis

ing at conventional charts. Venus, visually re-
vealed on the cardinal axis, is at 15 Scorpio, one of
the four fifteen degree fixed sign positions occu-
pying half-way points between the four cardinal
ingresses. Eight-fold cycles are of great signiti-
cance. Their basic symbolism was most clearly
defined for astrologers by Dane Rudhyar in the
Lunation Cycle. Notjust a cycle of the Moon alone,
eight has been seen as a cycle of birth-death-re-
birth in many ancient cultures. Neopagans cele-
brate an eight-fold Wheel of the Year, a cycle of
the changing seasons. In the lore of Wiccan
Sabbats, the cross-quarters (Sun’s ingress into
the four fixed signs) are called the Greater
Sabbats, and this isin keeping with Rudhyar's in-
terpretation that these are the four points of
greatest ‘momentum and maximum release of
power. Cosmobiologists consider the eight-fold
“hard” aspect series: conjunction, semiscquare
(octile), square, sesquiquadrate (tri-octile) and
gpposition to be the active aspects. “Soft as-
pects,” sextile and trine, are seldom given any
consideration. Midpoints of any two factors in
hard aspect to a factor on the pointer axis are im-
portant factors in interpretation.

6/Geacosmic loumal

Midpoints to an axis are easier to see with the
90° dial. Figure 2 shows threeclear midpoint fig-
ures, factors forming equal arcs to thecentral axis
by tight orbs of less than one degree: Mars/Jupi-
ter, MC/Uranus and Asc/Jupiter. Remember, the
Midheaven and Ascendant are personal points
unique to a specific entity. They are the angles of
the mundane chart set for Washington, D.C,,
and, as such, specifically refer to the U.S.

Mars/JupiterVenus=Sun pertains to the
world in general. Mars/Jupiter, according to
Ebert:'m,} is “successful creative activity, a fortu-
nate decision.” Among the suggested manifesta-
tions is “the settlement of conflicts.” With Sun, a
“sense of honor” is added, along with “marriage,
birth.” With Venus, “fortunate decisions in love
and marriage.” This is hopeful news for the po-
tential of this chart toreflect apeace agreement!

MC/Uranus represents “the power of asser-
tion” which can manifest in “fortunate changes”
or “disadvantage through premature action.”
With Sun: “unrest . . . to get angry easily, lack of
self-control.” With Venus: to arouse desire in
fove ... “promiscuity.” That's an interesting one.
Likely it could relate to the changing moods of



Figure 3
90° Dial
including the Uranian TNP
planets.
Dotted lines show
forming equal arcs to the
cardinal axis

who's our ally and who isn't.

Asc/Jupiter, generally harmonious and agree-
able, is with Venus desiring of the company of
others. It is a “love-union,” here suggestive of al-
lies for the U.S.

All in all, this chart shows much promise for a
peace agreement in 2003.

Figure 3 shows a diagram of the 90° dial chart
that adds those midpoints on the cardinal axis
that include the Transneptunian planets used in
Uranian astrology. As usual, they show those
mind-blowing little details that make you won-
der if Witte? was incredibly psychic. They work
brilliantly when one is looking for a knownevent,
but are less reliable for forecasting. (In my opin-
ion the same can be said for most any other sys-
tem, as well.)

The transneptunians add the force of great
power (Kronos) to the Sun/cardinal axis; a
mighty world community added by
Cupido/Apollon and Cupido/Vulcanus. There
could be something to do with a deadly poison
{(Neptune/Admetos) connected witha change or-
dered by authorities (Kronos) that affects living
conditions in general, and specifically for women

(Venus).3 Some “man” (or men?) is hated, hin-
dered, compelled to be inactive, paralyzed
(Hades/Zeus). Patience (Saturn/Admetos) is

* necessary, for the world is in a tight spot and

must overcome it. With Venus, the obstacles can
be surmounted, and with Kronos, result in the
fall of aruling personage. None of this soundslike
anything we haven’t already read in the newspa-
pers as intents of our government, nor does it
“weigh” heavily enough to offset the dramaric
placement of Venus, planet of peace in the central
position. It is realistic to hope that this chart will
prove to reflect a time when a major peace agree-
ment is forged, likely with the support of a firm
United Nations resolution. It might be necessary
ro fight (Mars), or at least be firmly ready to fight,
in order to restore the peace (Venus), but I see
peace as the dominant theme of this chart.

For years, Gary Christen” has done presenta-
tions based upon putting Sun degrees of atten-
dees into the Winter Solstice 90° dial chart. I've
found this technique to be interesting and worth-
while; I check my Sundegree that way every year.
Let’s try two: 13 Cancer works for President Bush
and for the U.S. (July 4, 1776 chart). Sun-
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Sun/Moon, Sun/Kronos, Moon/Kronos, Mer-
cury/Zeus, Neptune/Pluto. Interpretations of the
first three speak of relationship (allies) and au-
thority. Mercury/Zeus is to command or
threaten, and Neptune/Pluto is psychic sensitiv-
ity or secrecies, and changes recognized in the fu-
ture. A speculative chart for Saddam Hussein on
www.astrodatabank.com has Sun at 7 Taurus, That
degree is on the axis of Hades with Saturn/Pluto,
Mercury/Uranus, Cupido/Zeus and Moon/Jupi-
ter. None of these is easy, with Hades at the cen-
ter. He won't leave easily, and perhaps not
without explosions, but the preponderance sug-
gests he does not remain in power. In the Winter
Solstice chart set for Baghdad, Mercury rules
MC, and has no major aspects. In the 90° dial for-
mat, Mercury=-Mars/Saturn,

The Right-Brain Approach

Ritnal is 2 method of interpreting astrological
themes experientially, according to one’s per-
sonal preference for how they should manifest.
There is a song that goes, “Let there be peace on
Earth, and let it begin withme. .. “ This is a per-
fectexample of the “as within, so without” sonec-
essary to develop our spiritual purpose as it is
“written in the stars.” By this I do not mean pas-
sive “peace at any price.” True peace does not lie
down and let bullies walk over it. True peace rec-
ognizes that fear and over-compromise is sub-
mission and can never bring the serenity of living
peacefully in freedom. So, for the sake of justice,
freedom and peace for all who are willing to ac-
knowledge and support the rights of others to
alsohave those things, sometimes one must stand
firm and fight—not to vanquish, but to restore
equilibrium and an environment in which all may
live in harmony.

Peace and serenity cannot thrive in an atmo-
sphere of fear. When fear is projected onto the
Universe, it tends toartract moze of the same, and
fear grows. When love is projected onto the Uni-
verse, it tends to attract more of the same, and
love grows.

The subconscicus self is sometimes called “the
immer child.” Instinctive and intuitive, it responds
to sensual experience far more than logic. The
conscious “adult” self might sometimes think of it
as downright irrational, out-of-control. “I don't
know what's the matter with me! I just can’t stop
worrying. I'm soupset, [ can't get anything done.”
A ot can be like that. When it cries, adults stop
and pay attention. The adult decides “I want todo
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Viewing the 90° Dial

The 90° dial reduces the zodiac circle to 907,
showing all four cardinal signs superimposed
in the first 30" sector, followed by all four fixed
signs, then all four mutable signs, Theresultisa
close-up view of a chart, enabling all hard as-
pects to be seen at a glance. Conjunctions,
squares and oppositions show as conjunctions;
semi-squares (octiles) and sequiquadrates
(tri-octiles) are seen directly opposite. Mid-
points to the pointer axis can be easily spotted
due to their visual symmetry.

Look at the dial illustration of the Capricorn
Ingress 2002. The pointer is on the Sun at 0
Capricorn. The cardinal axison a 90° dialistra-
ditionally marked as Aries, but it represents all
four cardinals. Directly opposite the pointer is
Venus. The classic chart (Figure 1) shows Ve-
nus to be a near exact semisquare to Sun. For
the purpose of dial work, it is only necessary ro
see that Venus is “on” the Sun-cardinal axis. All
midpoints to the cardinal axisused in the illus-
trations are very close orb, less than one degree.
Note the symmetrical arcs shown by the dotted
lines, e.g. the midpoint of Mars/Jupiter is = (on
the axis of} Sun and Venus.

this.” The inner child says “NO” Whowins? Let’s
just say that a necessary aspect of your ahility to
make a choice and manifest that choice is under-
standing and harmonizing conscious (left brain)
and subconscious (right brain) to the point that
when you make up your mind, you really mean it
Beyond that, there is a third aspect of mind, the
higher consciousness. This is the realm of ideals,
where we can connect with universal conscious-
ness, and we could say the mind of God/dess,
aligning with our highest purpose.

Inritual, itis possible to align all three levels of
consciousness to a common purpose. The left
brain approach understands the theme on which
ritual is based and “buys into” it by deciding to
actin accordance with the theme. The right brain
approach learns best by the senses and “buys in”
intuitively by carrying out the action, enjoying
the touch and sounds of tools, the smell of the in-
cense, the tastes from chalice and plate, the feel-
ings and emotions all of this inspires. The higher
consciousness reaches out in spirit and connects
with Spirit in a way that is powerful and pro-
found. The magic of all this can become magick,
when the focused mind projects its purpose onto



the Universe, setting energy in motion in align-
ment with purpose. Even one mind focused in

this way, can manifest purpose in the physical’

world. Ask anyone who has practiced such
magick. It works!

Imagine what could happen if countless minds
were to focus on common purpose. You don't
have to look very far into memory to know an ex-
ample. Think of the aftermath of 9/11, when the
idea swept across the country for everyone to put
candies outdoors on the same night and in every
neighborhood, block after block, town after
town, state after state, the candles burned. Do
you remember? I do. It was magnificent. People
were caught up with the Spirit of it, fust as flags
sprouted everywhere. For 4 least a while, patri-
otic spirit swept a nation unified to common pur-
pose.

1 also remember that back in the 1970s, when
the big worry expressed at astrological and “new
age” events was that surely Pluto in Scorpio
would be the greatly feared nuclear holocaust.
For a time, that fear was so thoroughly projected
and perpetuated by so many people (not all as-
trologers and “new agers,” of course) with many
diverse viewpoints from scientist to preachers of
the “end times,” that some built shelters and geo-
detic domes, storing supplies for the horrible
events that would surely come. Then somewhere
the idea of praying for peace emerged and spread.
Even without the Internet, agreements were
made far and wide to set aside special times to do
that, everyone focusing on the same thoughts to-
gether. How effective was that widespread
change of consciousness? Al Tknow is that Pluto
in Scorpio came and went and during that transit
of more than a decade, there was no holocaust
and, in fact, the greater emphasis was on disarma-
ment and on reducing the amounts of weaponry
held by the superpowers, as well as limiting the
spread of nuclear technology to developing na-
tions,

It would take a lot of prayer and powerful
magick to keep and maintain a focus for peace on
Earth, when we are such a diverse people with so
many personal agendas. But if we don’t try, we
have nobody but ourselves to blame if we aren’t
able to live in peace. With this in mind, { propose
that we not predict, but instead project with
magickal intent that the chart of Winter Solstice
2002 me&n that, during 2003, a highly significant
peace resolution be agreed upon by our country
and the United Nations that brings an end to the
conflict and threat from terrorism, enabling all of

us to move forward in full recognition of the
growing interdependency within our small
planet requiring that we live in harmony with
each other. On the surface, we may look differ-
ently, and think and behave with culeural differ-
ences, but at the core, dowe not all want the same
basic things: to feel secure and valued, to be free
(with respect for the rights of others) to choose
for ourselves, to love and be loved? To an alien,
we'd be seen as the same species, our differences
of no significance. [t makes no sense at all, really,
for us to be so intolerant of our differences that
we cannot get along with each other. So, with
that song in mind, let's prepare a ritual to set our
intent firmly in all aspects of mind and soul, and
send it into Spirit, to manifest according to our
will.

The ritual design will work for one person
alone or for a group working together. Which-
ever you choose to do, while you are doing it, vi-
sualize linking in Spirit with others who are
working this ritual in other locations or times.
When many minds focus on common purpose,
the energy of that purpose increases toward man-
ifestation.

I donot think it matters that the Moon is void.
I believe—and have seen-—that when ritual is
done for attunement with Universe (God/dess)
for a universal high purpose such as this, there is
no astrological indicator that will detract from
its success. In this ritual we are activating the
Winter Solstice chart according to a positive in-
terpretation for it. We, the people, do not choose
to be powerless (void) to influence what will
happen. We claim our power to be part of the
process and the choicel

Realistically, some readers who may be inter-
ested in doing this ritual will not read the article
until after Winter Solstice. Know this: the ritual
can be very effectively done at other times, as
well. The intent of activating the Winter Solstice
chart for peacein 2003 is primary. There is never a
bad time to work for such a cause. That said, as-
trological skill is meant to be used to choose
times that best complement intent. In working
the ritual, link in Spirit with those who have, or
will work for peace elsewhere.

A Winter Solstice Ritual for Peace

Prepare a group of tea candles in luminaries.
The small candles in little flat tins that are sold at
low cost in bags at most discount stores are per-
fect, and they fit nicely into little Dixie cups sold
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for use in home dispensers. If you are working
alone, prepare twelve candles. For a larger group
and space, do multiples of twelve, up to the full
360 degrees of the zodiac circle,

Make a Yule wreath of seasonal greenery large
enough to step through. I have a large metal
wreath form that my group helps me weave with
pine, yew and holly each year. T hang it outdoors
on the side of the house and take it down to use
for Yule ritual. In past years, lacking the forest re-
sources I have here in New Hampshire, I've cov-
ered an inexpensive hula hoop with artificial pine
garland. Or you can buy big enough wreaths to
serve the purpose. Most any large circle form will
do.

Assemble candles, lighter, wreath and any
other ritual tools you wish to use, outdoors or in,
wherever space permits. Candle luminaries such
as these burn for a long time, so be prepared. Out-
doors, they are generally safe in all weather, ex-
cept perhaps very dry. I've never yet had one burn
the paper cup, even when it’s windy. The metal
tin corrals the candle wax until it is all burned
away. It is best if you can let the candles burn un-
til they are spent, but if nobody remains present
to attend them, you should snuff them after your
ritual is over, just to be safe. Indoors, the same:
Never leave burning candles unattended, and if
you are burning them until spent, a tablecloth or
mat will help protect furniture from the heat of
the metal tin. You may want to make up little
cards with the words to the ritual verses and the
song.

Group ritual benefits from including a bever-
age and plate of cookies or other treat to pass after
the heart of the ritual, so that everyone may re-
main within spiritual space and ground the en-
ergy of the working by sharing thoughts and
experiences of it with each other. It is best if this
is done with one speaking in turn while others
listen. Some pass around a “talking stick,” the
holder of which “has the floor.”

It is well to begin the ritual with a meditation
according to whatever spiritual tradition you
prefer. This helps you, on all levels of conscious-
ness, to make transition from everyday life into
the realm of sacred Spirit. A group should do the
meditation standing in a circle holding hands,
perhaps with a group leader speaking a guided
meditation or opening prayer. Follow this with
whatever opening ceremony your tradition pre-
fers. In Wicca, as well as some other Neopagan
traditions, for example, we would call each of the
four directions and the element (air, fire, water,
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earth) associated with it.

Following isthe heart (central working) of the
ritual. The verses can be said by designated peo-
ple or by everyone all together. The first two are
invocations of Spirit in the personas of the domi-
nant Sun-Venusin the Winter Solstice chart. We
are charging them, as well as their energies
within ourselves, with our intent.

O Sun of bright new year I (we) call
Child of life and light

Shine peace throughout this land of ours
Bring wisdom with your might!

O Venus, come in love and peace
Star of dawn for all to see

Your light of Truth we (1) call within
Peace shall begin with me!

As this next verse is said, step through the
large Yule wreath, visualizing as the verse says:

This night of new year’s birthing

We (1) step through Yule wreath free
Cast off the old year, greet the new
With light of Peace, so shall it be!

After passing through the Yule wreath, light
the candle luminaries one at a time and place
them in a circle. If you have the space, the circle
can be built around you or around your entire
group. {You see, now, why I suggested up to 360
candles. With a very big group, there could be
even morel) As you place the candles, sing an ap-
propriate song, [ suggest the one thatI mentioned
earlier, which can be found in many songbooks,
with a tune familiar to many. It was written by Sy
Miller & Jill Jackson, ©19535 by Jan-Lee Music. 1
canlegally quote a few words of it with credit, so 1
will, The first two lines below are as written by
the authors; the last two lines are partially re-
written by me in order to make the words generic
to all spiritual traditions:

Let there be peace on Earth and let it begin with me

Let there be peace on Earth, the peace that was
meant to be.

In Spirit together, we are one family

Let us watk with each other in perfect harmony.

A second verse has words that fir all just as

they were written.
Alfterthe circle of candlelight has been formed,
Solstice Continued on Page 76



~ General “Rules” for Interpreting Mundane Charts for Nations

Types of charts to study: (charts are normally set for the capitol of the nation)

Ingress Charts—the moment a planet enters a sign. Most popular: Sun ingress into cardinals
Eclipse Charts—solar or lunar, also charts of lunations
National Charts—if you can reliably determine when a nation began!

Charts of Leaders—President or equivalent. Again, uncertainty often exists in regard to birth time.
Charts of Events—Inaugurations, political announcements, declarations, signings, first shots in war, etc.
Planetary events—charts for great conjunctions or planetary stations

The Planets— the initiating factors. Look to their aspects for favorable or unfavorable action.
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The President—executive head of government

The People—women, crowds, subjects of popular interest,
Crops

Communications —schools, youth, educators, news media,
treaties & docurments, the intelligentsia, literary world, trans-
portations & communication industries

Peace —ambassadors of good will, alliances, preservers of
peace, artists, musicians, theatres, festivals, births, children,
courtship & marriage

‘War —military leaders, persons liable to die, engineers,
agitators, crimes of violence, contagious diseases, surgeons,

applied energy, industry

Prosperity —capitalists, religious leaders/religion, law/the
judiciary, industrialists, philanthropists, honor of the nation

Limitation—conservatism, conventions, law and order, law

mine operators, the elderly, national calamities, scarcities

water transport, condition of farnily, sustenance from land and

s
¥
¥

Sudden national moves— strikes, riots, anarchy,
explosions, inventions, electricity, progressiveness

BDiscontent--widespread unrest, social movements,
hospitals, welfare, prisons, spies, drugs, charities,
socialistic political movements, navy

Upheaval — potential for mass reorganization, orga-
nized crime, terrorists, atomic energy, mob psychology
{whether mob be capitalists drunk with power or
unemployed crazed by hunger

In Uranian Astrology (from Dial Detective)

enforcement authorities, civil service employees, land owners,

M “F”* (the nation) at this moment

A The place, environment, or “they”

O7)) The day and the hour

®+D=A  The day and the hour in this place
M/T “I” (the nation) in relation to the world
TIO The body on earth (environment, health)
T/A The place in connection with the world
TR The general thinking, public issues

The Houses—the economic or political conditions of the people to be affected or activated

1
2

Reactions and conditions of the peopie, public consciousness

The nation’s wealth, GNP, revenue from taxes, the earning &
buying power of the people, exports, currency

Transit, traffic, domestic travel, postal system, telephone
system, radio, TV, movies, newspapers & magazines, public
opinion, ramors, mental attitude of masses, emigration, effects
of storms, temperature changes & atmospheric conditions

Real estate values, mines, miners & their products, buildings,
crops, agriculture, living conditions of the people, patriotism,
natura! forces (terrestrial rather than atmospheric), property
damage from flood, earthquake, interests of the peopile as
opposed to govt., the party out of power

Children, public schools, amusements, theatres, sports, public
speculation and speculative investment, play, public happiness
or sorrow, diplomats, senators, formal functions, ceremonies,
creative and procreative activities of the country, the Senate

Public health, armed forces, civil service, police, labor class,
workers in trades, food reserves

7
8

1
1

1

Public opinion & reaction to the state, war & foreign
affairs, marriage & divorce rate

Death, income from exports, frozen assets (properties,
stocks, bonds), the National Debt, interest rates, Social
Security funds, medical discovery as it promotes
longevity, the national treasurer, financial relations with
other countries

Law, religion, higher educations, long distance transpor-
tation & communications, the educated classes, univer-
sities, scientific/philosophical societies, immigration,
weather conditions along the coast, incoming storms,
the Secretary of State

0
1

The President, the party in power, national prestige
Goals of the nation, policies, allies, Congress

Labor disturbances, epidemics, secret activities, spies,
prisons, hospitals, charitable institutions, crime




By Stephanie J. Clement

~ very few years, we have the pleasure of expe-
= riencing four Mercury retrograde periods in
e ONIE Year. In actuality, the rhythm of Mer-
curyretrogrades is quite regular. There are a little
more than three cycles per year, so occasionally
one falls at the end of the year and one at the be-
ginning,

The psychological experience of Merciry ret-
rograde is so evident that many non-astrologers
track these times to make sense of the “dips™ in
their social and career cycles. They know there
are periods when noamount of pushing will move
things forward and they want to be able to pre-
dict these times. Mercury retrograde periods of-
ten signal delays, redirection, and a general lack
of forward movement. How many of you would
actively choose to make large purchases or other
big decisions at this time?

In terms of the international political situa-
tion, we are facing very difficult tests in the near
future. War and threats of war are on our minds
constantly and we, along with millions of non-as-
trologers, are looking for ways to improve our
lives in the midst of the difficulty. For a change,
let's look at what Mercury retrograde cycles can
offer in the way of help.

For starters, I believe we feel the stations of
Mercury well before they are exact. Research [
did on twin births led me to believe that we
should allow an orb of twenty minutes of arc,
which amounts to about ewo or three days on ei-
ther side of the station. When the stationary po-
sitiGnis exactly conjunct or aspecting natal
planets, people can often sense the shift of energy
within hours, sometimes within minutes,

So just what is the effect of retrograde or sta-
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tionary Mercury? When a planet is stationary,
there is a sensation of compacting time. Com-
pacting time has several significant characteris-
tics:

1 Many events can happen during a relatively
short period of time.

2. Other transits might occur during this time
period, bringing a variety of influences to bear.

3. For individuals whose planets are being
aspected by Mercury stationary, there is an expe-
rienceof alack of time to deal with events and cir-
cumstances that arise. Delays occur because of
the numerous decisions that have to he made, or
the actions that are required, based on the nu-
merous events that occur.

4. Another problem is confusion. We lose
track of what we need to donext. Or, perhaps the
details of one problem slip over into another
problem. The salt gets mixed into the pepper, so
to speak, and we cannot separate it out.

These effects are felt by individuals whose
planets are very closely aspected by Mercury sta-
tionary. There is another effect for people who
have no planets in the stationary degree—the
sense of expanding time. By “close”  mean within
one degree of orb.

1. As with any other aspect, no contact means
no action. Individuals with no contact to the sta-
tionary Mercury will feel there are gaps of time
during which nothing happens,

2. The flip side is these people have plenty of
time to observe others. You can learn a great deal
by observing the actions of people who are in the
frantic mode, represented by a close stationary
Mercury contact. A good observer can learn what
works and what doesn’t and store that informa-



tion for later.

Readers might recall that President Bushmade
asales pitch for attacking Iraq during the week of
September 9, 2002 and addressed the United Na-
tions on September 12. These moves occurred as
Mercury was slowing to make a retrograde sta-
tion on September 14 at 7:39 p.m. GMT. Mercury
was within twenty-two minutes of arc of the sta-
tion at the time of the United Nations speech.
That retrograde station at 13 Libra sextiled the
U.S. Ascendant, squared the U.S. Sun and formed
a conjunction to the U.S. Saturn. It squared Mr.
Bush’s Sun. Given these close contacts, the explo-
ration of future Mercury stations seem like rich
territory forexploration of unfolding eventsin in-
ternational politics.

Mercury Stationary Politics for 2003

In analyzing the Mercury stations that will oc-
curin2003,Thave examined the chartsof the U S.
and of George W. Bush. For each retrograde and
direct station, I will list the contacts and consider
what might happen at that time. { am using the
U.S. chart for 5:10 p.m., LMT, Philadelphia, Penn-
sylvania. The date for George W. Bush is July 6,
1943, New Haven, Connecticut, 7:26 am. EWT.

January 2, 2003
Mercury, 28 Capricorn 28, Stationary Rx

U.S. Chart Conjunct natal Pluto
Semisquare natal Ascendant
Bush Chart - None

Can it be that self-esteem is the key issue for
the United States? Why do we as anation need to
demonstrate that we have more power that any-
one else? It seems painfully obvious that our
weapons are bigger and better than anyone’s, and
that we have so many more of them.

Or is it that those people in powerful roles in

our government are more concerned about

money? The second house in the U.S, chart rules
the economy, the treasury, circulation of cur-
rency and the control of banks and banking. The
U.S. has long prided itself on its relatively stable
dollar. Andin the twenty-first century, the world
economy is very important to Americans, We im-
port everything from artichokes to zippers, and
we as a people are very used to paying low prices
for imported goods. The oil-rich Middle East is
the source of energy we depend on for our exis-
tence, or atleast our current way of life.

The first Mercury station of the year suggests
that we will begin 2003 with plenty of communi-
cation about our image in the world and about

the state of our economy. But the question in my
mind is this: Is coercing other nations, or even
waging war with then, the only way we can exert
our influence in the world? And if not the only
way, s it the best way? No information coming
from any branch of the U.S. government has con-
vinced me that “might makesright” in the Middle
East or elsewhere.

The problem with words is that they are only
words. They make some noise, but they don't
change anything. Action is required to make
changes. War is hardly a new form of action. We
need something a bit different. We need words
that persuade without the threat of war behind
them. I suggest that words with food and medical
supplies behind them would be a good start. We
would improve our image faster by helping than
by destroying. We would also be building a
strong economic base in other
countries—countries that would then be able to
purchase our goods and services. This would
build our economy and also our individual and
our national self-esteem. Then our marketing gi-
ants could truthfully say that we are helping the
world, instead of using our strength to destroy it
a little bit at a time.

January 23,2003
Mercury, 12 Capricorn 18, Stationary Direct
U.8. Chart Semisextile natal Ascendant
Semiscuare natal Moon
Bush Chart  Opposition natal Sun (1°29 orb)

This station is also in Capricorn in the second
house of the U.S. chart. The issue of self-esteem
continues todominate U.S. foreign policy. What-
ever we hear on the news is seen as a direct as-
sault on our economic, banking and other
policies. The semisquare to the U.S. Moon sug-
gests that internal tensions are very high at this
time.

At the time of this writing, the Internet is hop-
ping with news articles and editorials concern-
ing war in Iraq. This war plan is controversial
with a significant number of Americans. By Janu-
ary 23, 2003, the federal government will be re-
viewing its options.

In the meantime, Mr. Bush will be facing a
Mercury station opposing his natal Sun. 1 feel he
will be feeling the pressure of opposition to his
policies. Even as late as September 2002, he acted
as though the opinion of the people did not mat-
ter. Heand Tony Blair stood firm and nearly alone
among world leaders. Attempts to convince the
United Nations did not meetr with immediate
success, but he did not face forceful opposition.
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United States
July 4,1776
5:10 pan. LMT
Philadelphia,
Pennsylvania
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April 26,2003
Mercury, 20 Taurus 33, Stationary Rx

U.S. Chart Semisextile natal Mars
, Semisquare natal Jupiter
Bush Chart  Square Venus

Semisextile natal North Node
Semisextile natal Uranus
Sesquicquadrate natal Neptune

The Mercury retrograde period in April and
May is exceptionally long. This effect is the result
of the orbits of Mercury and the Earth and their
relative positions. This retrograde period will feel
more intense, as well as lasting longer.

The U.S. chart shows two so-called minor as-
pects. For the nation this signals a continued pe-
riod of emphasis on foreign policy, but also the
need for attention to those opposing the policy.
Mercury aspecting Mars will focus the press on
controversial issues of militarism. Mercury
aspecting Jupiter will focus controversy in the di-
rection of the economy and higher prices. With
Mars and Jupiter in the seventh house, theforeign
connection is strongly involved here as well.

*Mr. Bush's chart is highlighted by stationary
Mercury square Venus, semisextile the North
Node, semisextile Uranus, and sesquiquadrate
Neptune. While the nation is focused on foreign
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affairs, Mr. Bush could be very concerned about
what is going on closer to home. The media and
transportation issues might loom large for him.
His imagination could have led him to believe ev-
erything was going well, but April and May
might bring him around to a more sober way of
thinking, He will, no doubt, be reviewing his
publicrelations strategy to try to find ways to be-
come more popular.

It’s just possible that surprising news will
break. Well, maybe not a total surprise, but fresh
news. Something unexpected is likely to catch
M. Bush in public with his tie crooked.

May 20, 2003
Mercury, 11 Taurus 07, Stationary Direct

U.S. Chart Quincunx natal Ascendant
(1°14’ orb)
Bush Chart  Square natal Pluto

‘When Mercury goes direct on May 20, it forms
a quincunx to the U.S. Ascendant and a square to
Mr. Bush's natal Pluto. While Mercury does not
quite get back to the point of the square, it is clear
Mr. Bush will feel a challenge to his personal
power. An adjustment in the U.S. position could
inject creative possibilities into a situation that
has been nearly as tense as we can tolerate. It is
possible the market will show signs of strength at
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this time, with investors more optimistic. Mr.
Bush, on the other hand, is going tohave towatch
his words carefully. This might be a good time to
hire a new speech writer—someone more in
touch with the pulse of the American people.

It's also a tite to avoid leaning too hard on his
international partners, given Neptune stationary
at 13 Aquarius, forming a quincunx to his birth
Sun. Qil will be a central issue at this time, and
Mr. Bush should be prepared to adjust his words,
ifnothisattitude, on this and other crucial issues.

August 28,2002
Mercury 26 Virgo 19, Stationary Rx

U.S. Chart Trine natal Pluto (1°15 orb)
Quincunx natal Moon
Sextile natal Part of Fortune
{Misfortune?)
Sextile natal Saturn
Semisquare Pluto

The August 28 station brings yet apother
round of very close aspects to both charts. I can’t
recall when I have séen a chart that was affected
by every Mercury station during a year. Mr. Bush
escaped the first station, unless you allow a
two-degree orb, in which case Mercury opposed
his Saturn. Now Mercury sextiles his Saturn and

Bush Chart

makes the semisquare to Pluto.

No one said being president is easy. Mr. Bush
is now discovering that even the most ordinary
opportunities are perilous. We might hear more
about his personal finances, for example. His per-
sonal stress level is high, and he will want very
much to take action. This is probably not the
ideal time for overt action, although he might ob-
tain positive results from private negotiations.
This will happen only if he focuses on a conserva-
tive policy.

Here is my chance to say what the term “con-
servative” means tome. I do not meanright-wing
Republicans, nor the Christian Right. The dictio-
nary definition includes the following:

1. A political party thatespouses the principles
of tradition, social stability and established insti-
tutions, and favoring gradual change over sudden
upheaval;

2. Disposed to maintaining existing views;

3. A cautious or discreet person.

Talways hope that the U.S. Supreme Court, for
example, is conservative because that means it
upholds the values written into the Constitution
of the United States. For example, all people in
the United States, citizens or not, have pretty

Winter 2002/15



much the same Constitutionally granted rights.

Mr. Bushis challenged toresolve difficulties in
the U.S. and around the world, while alsouphold-
ing individual rights. How best to do this? By tak-
ing the most basic needs and security issues and
striving to provide for all people onthat level. Yes,
the economics of oil are a powerful national moti-
vator. However, the moral demands of women
and children—okay, and men—might override
these considerations. Mr. Bush must find a way
to resolve conflicts such as the one in Irag by:

1. Managing whatever real threat Mr. Hussein
or other individuals pose.

2. Feeding, clothing, and offering medical care
for the people of Traq, who have been severely de-
prived of these basic “rights.”

3. Creating the momentum for worthwhile
change in the region.

He should find a way to do all this in a conser-
vative manner. War does not fit the definition of
conservative. It uses up economic and material
resources and the lives of combatants and it fails
to consider the long-term effects of any war activ-
ities. Conservation implies preservation and pro-
tection of the people, the environment and the
infrastructure of the region.

Can Mr. Bush and the U.S. government man-
age the crises that arise and, at the same time, pre-
serve the moral and spiritual well-being of
individuals? I would hope that they try very hard
to do so. Mr. Bush will have the opportunity to
exert some force in acreative direction, but only if
he can let go of the war issue long enough to get
his hands on other substantive possibilities.

September 20,2003

Mercury, 12 Virgo 12, Stationary Direct
U.S. Chart Square natal Ascendant
Sextile natal Sun (1°7" orb)
Sesquicuadrate natal Pluto
Semisquare natal Part of Fortune
Semisquare natal Saturn
Sextile Sun
Semisextile Phato (1°37°0rb)

The U.S. Ascendant is hit with a square from
stationary Mercury in September. The Ascen-
dantin the chart of a nation represents the people
and their disposition. It also represents the ma-
jority party. If this square were an election year,
the party in power would be in deep trouble. The
mood of the people could change dramatically,
bfised on news ng from either the public sector or
from other countries. But, 2003 is not an election
year, and the “in” politicians will believe they can
weather the storm. After all, the political memory

Bush Chart
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of the American people has been notoriously
short in the past.

The Mercury sextile to the Sun, although just
over one degree in orb, promises some good op-
portunities to deal with taxes and possibly the
Soctal Security fund. There will be progress in
medicine, with new discoveries that make us
more optimistic about the future.

The sesquiquadrate to Pluto and the
semisquare to the Part of Fortune (which, in the
eighth house can be viewed as the Part of Misfor-
tune) suggest a great deal of agitation where
money is concerned. The stock market will show
some instability, even in the face of greater opti-
mism. If events have gone well in the Middle Fast,
the price of oil will be lower, and this would be
cause for optimism. If not, the people will push
for changes, and that could mean more pressure
on OPEC nations,

Mr. Bush shares the Mercury sextile to the
Sun, 50 he too will have an opportunity to change
his public image. He will have discovered just
how difficult it is to rerain popular when advo-
cating peremptory strikes against other nations
and failing to adequately inform the people about
the reasons or about the tactics he intends to em-
ploy. His behind-the-scenes efforts could bear
more fruit at this time, but thatis unlikely to bol-
ster confidence in him. He might have to give up
the idea of being popular and simply do his job.

There could be a turnover among the Presi-
dent’s cabinet and advisors. Whether their efforts
have achieved the intended goals or not, his advi-
sors will be held responsible for any failures. Mr.
Bush will consolidare his position by getting rid of
the symbols of his failure. However, it will be too
late because the people will already understand
what has happened, and know whom to blame.

Following this station, about a week later,
Mars will be stationary direct at 0 Pisces. This is
close to an exact sesquiquadrate to Saturn in the
U.S. chart and to the Moon in the President’s
chart. This could be a very emotional time for Mr.
Bush. Not one to function well when he is emo-
tionally arcused, he will do well to keep a tight
rein on his ad lib commentary. He is likely to be-
come irritated, even agitated, if he is pushed.

December 17,2003
Mercury, 12 Capricorn 24 Stationary Rx

U.S. Chart Semisextile natal Ascendant
Opposition natal Sun
Semisguare natal Moon,

Bush Chart  Opposition natal Sun (1°13")

Mercury Continued on Page 75
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Must Be the
the People

By Norma Jean Ream

war as President Bush proposes an attack on

raq and Saddam Hussein. The sad and
shocking events of 9/11 stimulated an aggressive
response from President Bush, who seemed to
take it personally. Coincidentally, he has the
same degree natal Sun as the country, a situation
that calls for him to be a true representative
leader of the:American people. The people, espe-
cially New Yorkers, were brought together inun-
usual ways, and many were changed in their
world views and intentions, This historical oc-
currence is a transforming process for the United
States and its people.

“Life in America is charged with dramatic
themes of change that correspond with some dy-
namic astrological combinations working be-
tween the U.S. chart, important solar arcs and
potent transits. When we blend this with the
chart of President George W. Bush, the message
that comes through is, if the American people want
peace, they must make it their purpose!

There is debate among astrologers over the
“real” U.S. chart. Ye, the transits of September 11,
2001 potently activated the popularly used Sibley
chart. The events of 9/11 also propelled President
Bush to the center of the world stage. His role
must also be reviewed in the context of looking
for the possibility of peace for the U.S.

In the history of the United States, this is the
first time ever that the solar arc Sun has come to

_The hope of peace is challenged by threat of

conjunct the country’s natal Moon. This is like a
New Moon, a fresh start for America. Sym-
bolically, this blends presidential leadership
with the collective American people. The power-
ful transits are the triggers for the potentials
available in the political climate that will bring
the solar arc development to life.

Transiting Uranus, the awakener, is currently
in the process of three conjunctions to the U.S.
Moon and solar are Sun. This double influence to
the Moon heightens the potential for grassroots
movements and popular culture to perpetuate
the necessary changes. It brings an opportunity
for the American people to put their true ideals
into action through collective consciousness, If
the American people want peace, it will become
reality when itbecomes a part of popular culture.

Transiting Pluto has initiated a process that
will continue to birth a transformed America in
the arena of world powers. There is great tension
building as Pluto’s forward motion proceeds to-
ward the opposition to the U.S. Mars. The poten-
tial to view this symbolism as the drama of big
and little guns is strong. How this power gets
used is really up to the will of the American peo-
ple.

U.S. Chart and the American People

To illustrate this point, notice the importance
of the Moon in the U.S. natal chart. The Moon
represents the collective of the populace. The
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Aquarian ideals of equality, brotherhood/sister-
hood and freedom establish the most idealized
theme of the U.S. Constitution. This document
proclaims a government “of the people, by the
people, for the people The foundation of the
country incorporates the primary values of the
Moon in Aquarius. The third house placement
emphasizes connectivity, communication and lo-
cally shared ideas. This brings in the varieties of
media available to the people to share informa-
tion. Freedoms of speech and travel are especially
important. American culture is on television, ra-
dio, Internet, all the interactive stimulations that
impress how life gets played out everyday.

In the U.S. natal chart, the Moon is the
dispositor of four planets in Cancer: Venus, jupi-
ter, Sun and Mercury. The Part of Fortune is also
here. Jupiter rules the Sagittarius Ascendant and
Venus rules the Midheaven. Venusis conjunct Ju-
piter in Cancer in the seventh house. This blends
the planet governing the nation’s outer presenta-
tipn with the planet governing the nation’s repu-
tation and standing in the eyes of the world. The
blending offers an adventurous presentment of
openhearted good will and a cooperative attitude
in international affairs. The most obvious theme
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of the U.S. chart is the focus on securing family
values, protecting resources and tending the
common bond of sharing with allies. The Ameri-
can people want the world to be a good, safe and
prosperous place to live,

The ideal in the U.S. system of choosing lead-
ership is electing leaders by popular majority,
thus producing leaders who ideally represent the
“will of the people.” For this system to work, it
takes the aware participation of the people. Inre-
cent generations, there hasbeen a great decline of
voter participation. People have become disillu-
sioned and apathetic about the reality of the sys-
tem. The last election was filled with confusion
that made the Haws of the system more obvious.
This is an interesting side note at this time when
the progressed Sun is coming to the natal Moon.

The Sun in a national chart represents the
country’s leader: president, king or dictator, The
sign of the Sun describes the leader's qualiries
and strengths. The Sun’s house position high-
lights the arena of expression and purpose. The
ruler of the Sun’s sign provides the strength for
the Sun to do its job. The Cancer Sun is inclusive
and protective through the rulership of the
Moon. The American people essentially support



the president doing what they want him todo. In
theory, the government is the people. This idea is
important to remember during the time of these
progressions and transits. America’s power and
destiny is in the consciousness of the people. Cer-
tainly history has shown that the American peo-

ple rally together in time of need and that the

president is and has been steward to meeting the
needs of the country.

America, Relationships, and Security

When we begin to think about what consti-
tutes peace, or peaceful relations, whether be-
tween individuals or nations, we look te Venus as
the harmonizing planet that brings unity and co-
operation, and Jupiter as risk taker and peace-
maker. We must also take into account theaspect
relationship between the rulers of the first and
seventh houses. They tell the story of how the
country builds relationships. The planets habit-
ing the seventh house offer information about the
attention given to international affairs.

The rulers of the first and seventh houses are
Jupiter and Mercury. They sit almost equal dis-
tance on either side of the Sun. Their midpoint is
15 Cancer 04, fewer than two degrees past the
Sun. It is through the Sun, the president, that in-
ternational relationships are developed and sus-
tained.

The Sun disposed by the Moon illustrates the
president’s responsibility to the will of the peo-
ple. The Moon is disposed by Saturn (the tradi-
tional ruler of Aquarius) and denotes the people
electing congressional representation to make
the people’s will manifest. Saturn is exalted in Li-
bra, disposed by Venus. The values that become
important in Congress, and ultimately as laws,
are derived from Venus. The Moon disposes Ve-
nus. This triangular ring of dispositorships circu-
lates the energy that determines the development
of this nation. It clearly represents the system of
checks and balances in U.S. government, as well
as the orientation of the American people to have
anextremely important role in government: to es-
tablish what government does and how it is done.

The strength of any planet to do its job is
shown in its essential dignity. In the U.S. chart,
Jupiteris dignified through exaltation. As the rul-
ing planet of the Ascendant, its position in the
seventh howmse of general others, partners and
open enemies shows that American relationships
inthe worldreflecta general approach of wanting
to create harmonious and mutually beneficial

partnerships that serve to expand the interest of
America. However, we must remember the sign
of Cancer is very defensive and protective. So,
while there is a generosity and inclusive nature,
the Moon in Aquarius underlining Jupiter’s qual-
ities can quickly show detachment and fierce
guarding. Jupiter's conjunction to Venus denotes
the American tendency to establish a standard of
values, while expanding that creates a common
familiarity. The American lifestyle is copied
worldwide. From missionaries to manufacturers,
we have always spread our ideals. America sets
popular trends. Why not peace?

The U.S. seventh house is ruled by Mercury in
the eighth in Cancer and conjunct the Part of For-
tune. Mercury is retrograde, denoting that agree-
ments can change, be taken back, reversed and
delayed. The eighth house is a place of shared re-
sources acquired through cooperation and shar-
ing, or benefiting from others. It is also
considered a house of taxes, loss and death. Mer-
cury has no essential dignity, so it operates by un-
conventional approaches. This gives flexible
negotiating abilities. There is also the tendency
to manipulate others or to be manipulated in or-
der to maintain power and control. What is said
and how it’s said has an underlying orientation to
promote commerce and trade. Propaganda is an
important tool of social control.

Venus, planet of resources and values, has es-
sential dignity by being in its own triplicity and
face. Dignity by triplicity implies a certain ele-
ment of luck by being in the right place at the
right time. In this case, it suggests the gift of hav-
ing the right commections that make it appear
that U.S. friends and allies (Venus rules the
eleventh) happen to show up when needed. The
dignity of faceis weak, butimparts enough worry
over circumstances that there is an alert to the
situation. It’s like knowing who your friends are
and keeping the relationships mutually benefi-
cial. The government makes it a point to make
visiting dignitaries feel like farnily, or at least part
of the clan.

Saturn is the most highly dignified planet in
the US. chart. In its natural place, the tenth
house, its angularity makes it especially impor-
tant in government matters. Saturn is a diurnal
planet and supports the Sun. It has a positive in-
fluence in the high place of this diurnal chart. It is
in its own triplicity, giving Saturn (symbolically
representing Congress) the power to know ev-
erything that is going on and the ability to take
action when necessary. Operating from its sign
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of exaltation and natural house rulership, Saturn
governs the business of the country with an over-
view to the many factors that make America ama-
jor power nation. Saturn rules the second house
of resources and third house of communications.
From this vantage point, the adventurous, expan-
sive, orientation to spread the American dream to
the world becomes simultaneocusly a spiritual
mission, an economic enterprise, a practical
friendship and an intellectual exchange. This
massive relationship with the world must be or-
ganized into a diplomatic machine. Security co-
mes through managing the ever growing and
expanding resources and keeping information
flowing through the system.

The Sun applies to a square to Saturn. This il-
lustrates the challenge that often comes up be-
tween Congress and the president. Saturn in
Libra is very diplomatic and cautious in making
comumitments. Congress tends to be very aware of
protocol in international affairs. Saturn repre-
sents a body of people who collectively can be
more detached and logical. Saturn has a broad
field of operation and has a responsibility to sup-
port the Sun. The presidency is held by one man
who operates from a personality and often brings
personal feeling into the diplomatic process per-
sonifying the Sun.

Plutoin the second house, in Capricorn, is dis-
posed by Saturn. Pluto is the first planet ap-
proaching the Ascendant and shows power and
influence from resources as a theme for how the
nation goes forward in the world. Pluto repre-
sents a government of the rich run by corporate
money. Its retrograde position can symbolize
that many processes relating to resources can go
on unseen. [t alsoillustrates how some people can
go from very meager resources to incredible
wealth,

Modern astrology gives Pluto rulership over
Scorpio, the sign of the U.S. twelfth house. Tradi-
tional astrology assigns Mars to Scorpio. Capri-
corn is Mars’s sign of-exaltation. Both ways link
U S. financial power to secret operations behind
the scenes and out of sight of the people, behind
the closed doors of government councils, both
domestic and international. With Mars in the
seventh, the U.S. also has a military force to pro-
tect domestic investments in foreign lands.

. Pluto’s opposition to Mercury, the ruler of the
seventh, is a pointed reminder that politics and
business, money and power, all go hand-in-hand.
There is a strong orientation to make money and
resources grow through relations with other na-
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tions and their resources, giving a sense of secu-
rity to the Cancerian foundation of the U.S. chart.

International power struggles are often
sourced to U.S. financial holdings, especially
since the 1930s and the discovery of Pluto. The
death-rebirth of the stock market in 1929 oc-
curred when transiting Pluto stationed retro-
grade within one degree of the Sun/Mercury
midpoint in the eighthhouse of the U.S. chart. Al-
though it had not yet been discovered and sym-
bolically brought to consciousness, Pluto's
influence on the American people and their
money transformed the way international and
domestic business is done. Corporations learned
to protect assets and their owners. Big business
developed power in politics.

The Impact of September 11

The events of September 11, 2001 illustrate the
dramatic impact of the transiting Saturn—Pluto
opposition, the most powerful collective plane-
tary influence of current time. This is the full
Moon phase of the cyclic relationship of these
powertul planets. Their current cycle began with
their conjunction at 27 Libra 35 that occurred on
November 8, 1982. This conjunction stimulated
the portion of the U.S. chart that represents the
country's position in world matters and gains
that come through allies and friendly nations.
This powerful cycle also energized the Mer-
cury/Pluto midpoint in the fifth house of invest-
ments.

In the early 1980s, during the Reagan adminis-
tration, there were some dramatic moments in
history that focused on U.S. support of allies in
defense of resources. The Iran-Contra Affair gave’
solid footing for the current Middle East issues
affecting the U.S. at this cycle point. [t is impor-
tant to include this fact in assessing the experi-
ence of the Saturn opposition to Pluto and its
current relationship to President Bush’s war on
terrorism.

The timing of trausiting Pluto over the Ascen-
dant of the popularly used Sibley 1.8, chart was
too stunning to ignore. Pluto crossing the USA
Ascendant brings a transforming force awaken-
ing the American people to a new level of relating
and the impact of U.S. business in the world. It
symbolizes a powerful shift in the collective
awareness of how the American government pro-
ceeds in relationships. Americans will have to
eventually tell themselves the whole truth about
the way they participate as part of the world




community. The September 11, 2001 event forced
an expression out to the world. The tendency
with Plutonian actions, however, is to overdo and
to plunder, and control. The strike against Amer-
ica garnered an explosive retaliating response di-
rected at Afghanistan, assigned as the country
harboring the suggested perpetrators, the
Taliban and its leader, Osama Bin Ladin. Bush’s
war on terrorism isnow spreading to incorporate
Iraq, with or without evidence.

The first attack moment on September 11 had
two obvious features highlighting U.S. chart con-
nections. The first is Libra rising with Mercury at
the Ascendant in the same degree as the U.S. Sat-
urn. Second, the Midheaven is three degrees from
the U.S. Sun, and one degree from the Mer-
cury/Jupiter midpoint (first and seventh house
rulers.) The Moon at 28 Gemini sits on the U.S.
midpoint of Jupiter.and Mars. Jupiter rules the
U.S. Ascendant and Mars rules the fourth house.
Americans were shocked and emotionally upset
to experience this attack on domestic soil. Saturn
was conjunct the Mars/Uranus midpoint of the
U.S. chart, calling up military action in response.
America has been initiated to the possibility of
war on domestic soil.

Transiting Saturn's passage into the U S. sev-
enth house at this time initiated an endeavor to
test and restructure relations with other nations,
to set new boundaries and form new agreements.
Shortly after the 9/11 event, leaders from all of the
major nations sent their support and condolences
for losses that were felt and shared throughout
the world. Some international relationships have
solidified because the upheaval so strongly im-
pacted the global community. The attack of 9/11
wasa terrible shock to a nation of people who feel
they are the “good guys.” Saturn in the seventh
can offer a reality check on how others view the
U.S. and its integrity.

Will retaliation swell to a major world affair?

Americans should be alert. Transiting Saturn
will station retrograde at the very last of Gemini,
repeating contacts to the Jupiter/Mars midpoint.
The rulers of the first and fourth houses are plan-
ets that can express successful creative action.
They represent the way the people wish to inter-
act with other nations. Saturn, as arepresentative
of Congress, has the power to exhibit caution
and purpose. . The will of the people, expressed
clearly to Congress, could put a hold on aggres-
sive action from the President.

Saturn will not ingress into Cancer until June
2003, Will Sarurn in the U.S. seventh house be

diplomatic or defensive? The people have an op-
portunity to impress the decision-makers while
Saturnrepeatedly trines the 1.8, Moon and Ura-
nus slowly takes its final steps through Aquarius,
moving past the conjunction.

Transiting Plato will station retrograde just
short of opposing the U.S. Mars in March 2003.
This happens within days of Uranus’ first ingress
into Pisces. Pluto will activate the transit to U.S.
Mars with exact contacts in February, May and
November 2004. Mars is ruler of the fourth
house. Home territory could be in unprecedented
danger.

The United States, more than any other
country, reveres personal independence and free-
dom. Yet, as a Cancer country, it needs and re-
spects the unity of community. It is through
working together as a family thar the U.S. has
progressed through some great hardships. It is a
lesson that must be remembered in the current
process. Every individual is important to the
quality of the whole group, the whole country.
This is a message that President Bush should be
aware of if he is to succeed in his role as leader.

George W. Bush

It is important to bring in the links between
the charts of President George W. Bush and the
country he represents. President Bush’s chart ties
in to the U8, chart in ways that few presidents
have. It is very unusual to have the Suns confunct
between a country and its leader. Symbolically,
this might seem like an ideal situation. That it
happens as the progressed Sun conjuncts the na-
tal Moon is a strong statement of importance to
the destiny of America's future.

Bush’s natal Sun, Saturn, Moon and Ascen-
dant link strongly with the U.S. chart. His Sun is
inthe same degree of Cancer. His Saturn is the de-
gree of the U.S. Part of Fortune, and his Ascen-
dant is conjunct the U.S. North Node. His
Chiron, Moon and Jupiter conjunct the U.S. Sat-
urn. Through these contacts the man personifies
the job of the country's leader. The responsibili-
ties are taken on with emotional conviction. The
sense of personal power is supported through the
people’sresponses, and a sense of destiny is inter-
twined between the country and the man as
leader. President Bush took the events of Septem-
ber 11, 2001 very personally. In one way, it mani-
fested his desire to be a world military leader. In
another way, it gives power to an ego straining
for recognition from behind his father’s shadow.
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Bush’s Saturn is conjunct the U.S. Part of For-
tune. He becomes the task master governing/pro-
tecting/building the wealth and welfare of the
country. It is important to note that his Saturn is
unaspected in his natal twelfth house. Saturn has
strength in this chart and rules the sixth and
seventh houses. His relationships are hard to
track since his Saturn has no aspects. Much can
go on in his life that is not out in the open but be-
hind the scenes and somewhat unlimited.

Overlaid with the U.S. chart, the U.S. Saturn
conjuncts Bush's Chiron, Moon and Jupiter, illus-
trating his feelings of being the hero in this cur-
rent living mythology. The Moon disposes his
Sun and Saturn. This further connects the Presi-
dent’s personal experience with the responsibil-
ity to protect and guide the country. The
highlight of his warrior/hero dynamics is Mars
ruling his Midheaven from Virgo in the second
house. Mars in Virgo is oriented to the strategies
of combat and war. Mars was prominent in the
Inauguration chart, initiating his presidency.
Mars was strong in the chart of Bush's Call to
Military Alert.

Transiting Jupiter crossed Bush's Ascendant
in mid-August, and will be making the conjunc-
tion to his natal Mercury-Pluto conjunction. Per-
sonally, he is ready to expand, take risks and
assert his status in the world, broadening his ho-
rizons. Transiting Neptune will be in a partile op-
position to Jupiter in his seventh. He could be
confused about who the enemy really is. Neptune
and Pluto both have links with oil and covert ac-
tivities. President Bush may have a personal
agenda for promoting a war with Iraq. The people
should evaluate if it serves the country and the
world. As the current representative of the U.S,,
his response to transits and progressions are
two-fold, first as an individual and, second, as a
personification of the country’s leader. Perhaps
this has never been truer for any president than it
is now with the solar arc Sun on the U.S. natal
Moon.

U.S. Progressions and Transits

U.S. progressions and transits empower the
American people.
The U.S. solar arc Sun crossed the 1.S. natal
. Moon on January 8,2002. The power of American
leadership should express the power of the people.
Another slant is that the American people have
manifested the leadership that most reflects
them. This potent solar arc contact is further en-
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ergized by the transit of Uranus to the Moon’s de-
gree, active from late March into early April and
July into August of 2002, and concluding
mid-January 2003. Transiting Uranus, the
awakener, should stimulate an awareness of a
need for authenticity in current leadership that is
truly for the good of the people. Uranus brings a
level of energy and chemistry that stirs up civil
and cultural change that is usually progressive
and humanitarian.

The last transit of Uranus over the U.S. Moon
in 1919 corresponded with theend of World War
1. The peace process relied heavily on U.S. presi-
dential leadership. Other transits active at the
time were Saturn opposition U.S. Moon,
transiting Pluto conjunct U.S. Venus and Jupiter,
and transiting North Node conjunct U.S. Ascen-
dant. Family, community and a worldwide desire
for democracy pulled the allied nations to a point
of peace that ultimately created the United Na-
tions, On the domestic scene, a new civil rights
movement promoted emancipation of voting
rights for women and minorities. Women's roles
and popular culture changed radically, as seen in
the hemlines rising from the ankle to the knee.
Freedom of movement appeared in many ways.

Uranus is associated with the urge for free-
dom, civil rights and equality, and also with in-
ventions and the transcendence of old systems
and structures. As it touches off the developmen-
tal influence of the solar arc Sun shining through
the U.S. Moon, we might expect a new level of do-
mestic demonstrations of “power to the people.”
The Cancerian foundation that is always search-
ing for familiarity gets a good dose of learning to
recognize diversity and uniqueness among the
family members through this progressed influ-
ence. Uranus brings out the lesson of living fully
the ideals that we Americans built up as our na-
tional pride: “liberty, equality, and brotherhood.”
Ultimately, there is a unifying lesson here.

The solar arc Ascendant conjuncts U.S. Part of
Fortune at 26 Cancer in the eighth house. (Presi-
dent Bush’s Saturnis 26 Cancer.) The Part of For-
tune relates to the Moon and has to do with the
body and one’s trappings of life that support
one’s ability to be happy and successful, one’s
wealth. Interpreting this for the country, repre-
senting a mass of people, illustrates the coopera-
tive pooling of resources that gives us a certain
sense of financial security. The Moow’s ruler tells
us about the condition of the people. Wealth and
welfare support the national sense of taking care
of everyone like family. There could be concern
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over the security of national economics and
shared resources. Our concern should be to not
let President Bush draw down the collective se-
curity through an extremely expensive war.

The Ascendant is a point that also relates to
the condition of the body. As the solar arc Ascen-
dant conjuncts with the natal Part of Fortune in
Cancer in the eighth house, the American people
have had to deal with the fear of death and with
the loss of resources. The massive loss of life a year
ago were mourned as a family. The experiences
that was triggered were personal and physical.
Americans are aware of our collective vulnerabil-
ity, physically and financially.

“Solar Arc Saturn Changing Signs

Solar arc Saturn changing signs initiates a
change of Congressional focus.

Solar arc Saturn takes thirty years to progress
through a sign. Transiting Saturn takes nearly
thirty years to travel the zodiac. In the life of a na-
tion, these twp cycles can give interesting infor-
mation. Solar arc Saturn is currently at 29 Taurus.
It will progress into Gemini on May 11, 2003.
Identifying Saturn in the U.S. chart as the Con-

gress, we can expect a change of focus to shift
from financial building and security to Gemini is-
sues, like connectivity, communication, educa-
tion and travel. Afr signs bring ideas and action.

Two transiting Saturn cycles ago was the
bombing of Pearl Harbor, an event that was used
2 lot in comparison with the 9/11 attack. At the
time of Pearl Harbor, transiting Saturn was com-
ing into a conjunction with transiting Uranus
and both squared the U.S. Moon from late
Taurus, the U.S. sixth house. A new level of mili-
tary action came out of this time. The square to
the Moon pulled the American people to action in
response to this energy. The advancement of war
through technology literally boomed.

Transiting Saturn will enter Cancer in June
2003 and quickly conjunct U.S. Venus, Jupiter
and Sun by October 2003. We can only project
our hopes that Congress will serve the will of the
people in establishing peaceful diplomatic rela-
tionships with all of brothers and sisters of the
world. Saturn’s power to bring commitment to
mutually beneficial relationships is already
strong in the U.S. chart themes. Let the people
decide what to manifest.

Peace Continued on Page 76
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Worla
Mundane

By David Crook

Editor’s Note: In this rich mundane astrotogy article,
David Crookexamines dozens of charts. We have included
only a few for reference and have provided data for the in-
terested reader to erect other appropriate charts, He has
incorporated the following into his review of 2003;

Ingresses into cardinal signs
Eclipses and lunations
Transits

Birth charts of individuals
Charts for nations

Charts for events
Astro*Carto*Graphy maps

e ® o & @ & 8

Making sense of all the variables will take some time
and effort. One couldeither attempt to be completely chro-
nological—zip all over the planet, explore the charts of
edach nation and individual thoroughly o take each of the
three kinds of 2003 charts and discuss the relevant aspects
that are formed to other charts. 1 have chosen the latter.

The article first outlines some of the main transit
charts of interest for 2003 and the contacts between these
charts and various nations and individuals. The second
section discusses the birth and inauguration charts of
George W. Bush and Saddam Hussein, as well as other
charts relevant to world events.

Asyou study the details, youwill find there are several
central points:

1. The ULS. Pluto and Hussein’s Pluto were both hit by
the 1982 Saturn-Pluto conjunction, and the 1997 fupi-
ter-Neptune conjunction. I think these are the two key syn-
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odic cycles for mundane affairs at this time. The
oppositions of Saturn-Pluto and Jupiter-Neptune now
wirror world tensions coming to a head.

2. 1think the ULS. will invade [raq because the relevant
astrology reflects a confluence of factors to support it.
Judging by the ingresses and lunations, this effort will
likely be underwdy by the spring of 2003, and heat up dur-
ing the summer. (G.W.Bush’s Local Space map shows Mars
near the zenith in Baghdad, and this Mars receives intense
activation during 2003 and 2004,

3. The horoscope for Saudi Arabia is very stressed
through2003. The tensions within thisnation aremainly a
result of the conflict between the Wahhabi (Muslim ex-
tremists) and the royal family. Almost all the 9/11 hijack-
ers were Saudis. (G. W. Bush’s Pluto Midheaven line runs
right through Mecca and Medina)

4. Afghanistan continues to be a hotspot, based on the
prominence of the 1982 Saturn-Pluto conjunction hereand
current angularities of Saturn and Pluto in Kabul. (G.W.
Bush’s Mars Midheaven line crosses near Kandahar and
Kabul,)

5. Judging by the ingress and lunation charts them-
selves and their relation to the national charts for China
and Taiwan, it looks as though the ongoing tensions here
could escalate in 2003,

6. Thechart for the Philippinesis set for adateonly two
days before that for G. W. Bush, which links these entities
in time and through transits. The Abu Sayyaf rebels
therehave ties with Al Yaeda.

7. Indonesid is a hotspot that has yet to show itself. The
large Muslim population, aswell as numerous crossings of
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planetary lines inkey Astro*Carto*Graphy maps leads to
this conclusion. I think we will hear more about the threat
of terrorism coming from this region as time goes on.

8. Although mentioned only briefly, Israel, India and
Pakistan continue to be prime hotspats. Nepal is very un-
stable now as well. All the tension in the Middle East and
the Indian subcontinent really spirals from the Arab/Is-
raeli conflict. The ULS. has established close ties with Is-
rael to maintain a presence in the vegion, Israel will be hit
first by the backlash when the LLS. invades Iraq.

*H R

December 4, 2002 Total Solar Eclipse

 TheDecember 4 total solar eclipse isat 12 Sag-
ittarius conjunct Pluto, which is conjunct the
Midheaven in Kabul, and Pluto rises in Kabul at
the Capricorningress of 2002. Saturn anti-culmi-
nates in Kabul, opposite Pluto at the Midheaven
in the Ariesingress chart of 2003, It appears from
these potent angularities that Afghanistan will
continue to be a focal point for upheaval of all
sorts and center stage for the collectively
transformative dance of Saturn-Pluto energies.
The seeding of this restructuring process oc-
curred at the synod (conjunction) of 1982, with

its prominence at Kabul and Kandahar. Presi-
dent Hamid Karzai's natal Jupiter resonates with
the degree of this Saturn-Pluto, which also hit the
U.8. Pluto and Saddam Hussein’s Jupiter-Pluto
opposition. Now the implied threat of loss and
violent struggles are coming to frujtion in world
affairs, with the U.S. and Hussein dramatically
featured.

This total solar eclipse hits the U.S. Ascen-
dant, the U.S. Gemini rising Descendant, the G.
W. Bush inaugural Pluto, U.S. Uranus and Secre-
tary Rumsfeld’s natal Mars. The annular solar
eclipse of May 31 activates these same points six
months later. Thus, whatever July 1776 chart we
use, these eclipses trigger natal Uranus, thereby
highlighting Uranian issues of freedom, rebellion
and upsets of the status quo.

The possible infringement on our civil rights
and therights of suspected terrorists by Attorney
General Ashcroft and others might be further il-
laminated by these eclipses. The increasingly
unilateral approach to the world by President
Bush reflects a sort of Uranian extremism that
echoes Bush's own Uranus-Node conjunction.
(Both this eclipse and the one on May 2003 acti-
vate Mark Lerner’s “nuclear axis"™—around 7-11
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Germnini/ Sagittarims.1 And the lunar eclipse of May
2003 opposes the atomic bomb test Mars (con-
junct Algol). So these eclipses might portend
some kind of nuclear-related events in 2003.

The eclipse Sun-Moon anti-culminates in Las
Vegas and rises in Paris. Uranus conjuncts the
Midheaven at Tokye and Saturn culminates at
the eclipse of May 31,2003, Uranusrosein Tokyo
at the 2002 Cancer ingress and rises here again at
the 2002 Capricorn ingress. Uranus culminates
in Tokyo at the 2003 Aries ingress, while Mars
and Uranus conjunct the Midheaven of the 2003
Cancer ingress. Given these powerful factors in
unison, there are major reforms and develop-
ments, which appear to have a Uranian quality,
shaping up for Japan.

The path of the Moon’s umbral shadow begins
in the South Atlantic, crosses southern Africa and
the Indian Ocean and ends at sunset in southern
Australia. A partial eclipse will be seen within the
much broader path of the Moon’s penumbral
shadow, which includes most of Africa, western
Australia and Antarctica?

May 16, 2003 Total Lunar Eclipse

This total lunar eclipse at 25 Scorpio falls in
the Bush inaugural seventh house opposition Sat-
urn. The eclipse opposes Israel's national Sun,
Ariel Sharon’s Moon and the natal Mars of Presi-
dent Musharraf, Eclipse Uranus conjunces the
Midheaven in Baghdad and culminates in Riyadh.
(The eclipse falls in Saudia Arabia’s natal tenth
house, with Pluto exactly conjunct natal Ura-
nus.) This eclipse is conjunct New York City’s
natal Chironin the second house, and could mark
an important turning point for economic
self-confidence there. Neptune isnow stationary.

The eclipse Sun and Moon set at Vancouver,
and Uranus culminates at Riyadh. Chironrises at
Washington D.C. and culminates in London. Sat-
urn rises at Tehran as Pluto sets nearby, and Mars
culminates in Istanbul.

China, Taiwan, and the Philippines

At Taipei, the May 16 eclipse Sun-Moon axis
aligns with the local meridian and activates Tai-
wan's natal Nodes in the financial houses. This
eclipse hits China's natal Midheaven while the
Sun-Moon of the May 31 solar eclipse culminates
at Beijing, and opposes China’s natal Chiron in
the tenth house. The November 9 lunar
eclipse—SU-MO=AS/MC at Taipei~—hits Tai-
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wan's natal Moon and Vertex in the eighth
house. This eclipse aspects China’s natal Venus,
Mars and Pluto. Hence, these eclipses appear to
be sharply focused in this part of the world.

May 31, 2003 Annular Eclipse

TheMay 2003 annular eclipse at 9 Gemini191is
conjunct the royal star Aldeberan, the Bull's
South Eye, and opposes Antares, the Scorpion’s
Heart. Diana K. Rosenberg says for Aldeberan:
“Major historical events, natural disasters, ter-
rific energies released torrential rains, floods, sea
battles, armadas, shipwrecks, riots, destruction,
atomic events, air contamination.” And for
Antares she says: “Human rights issues, war, nu-
clear eyents, fires, assasinations, shipwreck, fog,
smog,” Eclipse SU-MO = PL/NO direct reflects
the profound potential of this eclipse for the col-
lective environment. Its relatively long duration
confirms its importance as a major astrological
event.

At Washington D.C., this eclipse lands in the
fourth house, with Mars square the Midheaven,
and Algol's ecliptic degree at the IC. SA=AS/MC
suggests loss or difficulties here. The eclipse is
exactly square President Bush's natal Mars and
conjunct both the Boyd Jupiter in the ninth and
Secretary Rumsfeld’s Mars. The eclipse SU-MO
culminates in Beijing, Saturn is at the Midheaven
in Tokyo and rising in Tel Aviv, Mars sets with
the North Node in paran (simultaneously on the
angle) at Jakarta, Jupiter rises as Neptune sets in
Kathmandu and the Sun-Moon sets in Vancou-
ver at eclipse.

This eclipse could be triggered by the Mars
station retrograde (at 10 Pisces) of July 29, 2003,
which coincides with the New Moon at 6 Leo.
Stationing Mars will oppose Mr. Bush's natal
Mars and conjunct Iraq’s Uranus in the seventh
house.

“Partial phases of the eclipse are visible from
much of Furope (except Spain and Portugal) and
the Middle East, where the event occurs at sun-
rise, as well as from central and northern Asia
(excluding most of China, South East Asia and
Japan). In the Western Hermisphere, the partial
eclipse is visible from northern Canada and
Alaska during the afternoon of May 30. »

November 9, 2003 Total Lunar Eclipse

This eclipse at 16 Taurus 15 is sharply focused
in Washington DC, where we find SU-MO-
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ASC/MC. The eclipse hits the Bushinangural As-
cendant at 15 Taurus, the inaugural Mars at 16
Scorpio and the inaugural Mercury at 17 Aquar-
fus. Hussein's [naugural Chiron-Uranus opposi-
tion also is triggered by this lunation. Uranus is
stationary at this time.

From a global perspective, Saturn rises at New
York City and Rio de Janeiro, Mars is at the
Midheaven in Atlanta and Cincinnari, Plueo sets
in Santiago, Argentina, the Sun rises as the Moon
sets in Bombay and New Delhi, Neptune hits the
Nadir in Kandahar, Mars sets in Madrid and
Chiron sets in Tokyo, Japan.

November 23, 2003 Total Solar Eclipse

This eclipse occurs at 1 Sagittarius, with amu-
table T-Square between Mars (apex), Pluto and
Jupiter. In Washington D.C,, the eclipse Ascen-
dant picks up this T-Square, completing a grand
Cross.

Eclipse Saturn hits the IC in Sacramento,
California, Uranus culminates in New York City
and anti-culminates in Saigon and Jakarta, Pluto
setsin Portland, Maine, the SU-MOQis at the [Cin
Berlin and Prague and sets in Singapore and Kan-

sas City, Mars sets in Istanbul and Khartoum and
Uranus sets in Paris and London.
A partial eclipse is visible in New Zealand,

most of Australia and southern Argentina and
Chile.

2002 Capricorn Ingress

Saturn in Germini is trine Uranus in Aquarius
from September 2002 until July 2003. The rela-
tionship between tradition and innovation now
tends toward a creative balance, paving the way
for social progress and cooperation. New and rev-
olutionary ideas can take shape more easily dur-
ing this period.

Jupiter is conjunct the Ascendant in D.C., but
actually rises in New York City. At New York
City, we find AS-JU=UR/NE, which suggests a
hopeful outlook and a rejuvenated spirit. Jupiter
in Leo is trine Pluto in Sagitrarius from October
2002 until July 2003. The Jupiter-Pluto combina-
tion is a positive sign for prospective growth and
represents the consolidation and expression of
power in all its many forms. Those already in po-
sitions of power will likely remain so.

Mars and Venus lie at the apex of a T-Square
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with Jupiter and Neptune. MA=JU/NE repre-
sents either forceful actions motivated by some
form of idealism, or unrealized plans that lack
practical implementation. This Mars-Venus con-
junction is square the ingress Ascendant and op-
poses the Bush inaugural Ascendant, The
give-and-take with friends and foes tends to pas-
slonate extremes this winter. (Ingress Mars and
Venus are at the Ascendant in Tel Aviv and con-
junct Israel’s natal South Node.)

Challenges for world leaders in general are
symbolized here by the opposition of the Sun in
the fifth with Saturn in the eleventh house.

Ingress Neptune trine the North Node speaks
more of peaceful interactions, based on an emo-
tional or instinctive affinity. The realization of
this promise has been elusive of late as the more
insidious expressions of Neptune have colored
recent history through its associations with oil,
obfuscation and deception. But this fact does not
deny the essential urge to merge, serve others or
find true peace that Neptune represents from an
evolutionary perspective. And as this planet
crosses over its own helio North Node beginning
in March 2003 (through 2004), the Neptunian
vibration will resonate in all its glory, both for
better and worse.

2003 Aries Ingress.

The dynamic T-Square between Uranus and
the Nodal axis activates the financial houses of
this ingress at Washington D.C. UR=Nodes-
MOYSA suggests “the impulsive release of inner
tensions,” as a result of collective hardships and
disharmony. This Uranus culminates in Tokyo,
Japan. The ingress Nodes align with the Jocal me-
ridian at Riyadh and Baghdad. Ingress Neptune
culminates in Manila and rises in mundo at Bagh-
dad, with MA=AS/MC direct at Riyadh. (The
horoscope for the nation of Saudia Arabia shows
an extraordinary level of tension throughout
2003.) The ingress Pluto is conjunct the
Midheaven in Kabul, with Saturn at the IC in
mundo. In Washington, these planets highlight
the third-ninth house axis and issues related to
the airlines, telecommunications industry and
foreign affairs. The ingress Sun and Mercury ris-
ing in New Delhi links the formative ideas of
spring with India, and Prime Minister Vajpayee,
%r other important leaders, could take an active
rolein events during this period. (The Republic of
India chart has Progressed SU-MA/SA exact in
February 2003, which signifies increased tension
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for the nation and its rulers.) The ingress Scorpio
Moon at the apex of a T-Square with Jupiter and
Neptune has an excessive quality about it. In
Washington this Moon rules the Midheaven
from the first house and suggests the needs of the
public might actually take precedence over the
President’s agenda.

At the 2003 Libra ingress, we find the Satarn
opposite Chiron near the Midheaven-IC axis in
Beijing, Taipei and Manila. This opposition also
triggers Taiwan's natal Neptune in the first
house and China’s Mercury in the eighth. So the
“crisis of control and authority” issues symbol-
ized by Saturn-Chiron may take shape at these
places. Ingress UR=AS/MC at Beijing, and
MA-UR=AS/MC in Taipei, and Manila. These
contacts suggest sudden upsets and potentially
volatile events for China, Taiwan and the Philip-
pines.

The Astrology of the Gulf War

The August 1990 ingress of expansive Jupiter
into the bold, courageous and arrogant sign of
Leo appears to have been an important astrologi-
cal factor leading up to the Gulf War now and
might play a significant role as Jupiter entered
Leo again on August 1, 2002.

The August 2002 Jupiter ingress at D.C., has
the fixed T-Square between Sun, Mars, Moon
and Neptune linked with the local angles. From
the U.S. perspective, the Jupiterian drive for ex-
pansion will express itself in an active and will-
ful manner. In Iraq, this same drive is linked
with Pluto-Node~-an image of collective up-
heaval.

2003 Libra Ingress

At Washington, D.C. the ingress Sun is con-
junct the Ascendant, but actually rises at New
York City. This SU = SA/PL - NE/NO could indi-
cate struggle and the general threat of loss for
world leaders. The T-Square between Saturn,
Chiron and Venus might signify financial stress
in New York, possibly related to foreign affairs.
Ingress Venus is conjunct Vindemiatrix—the
Starof Widowhood. D.K. Rosenberg says for this
star: “issues of rights, laws, religious freedom.
Fires, storms, air and space events, air crashes
and ship disasters, persecutions, exterminations,
air contamination, public health issues.”

The ingress Moon at 25 Leo is square its own
Nodes and opposite both Mars and Uranus. This




configuration indicates either volatile public
opinion or actual disruptive circumstances that
affect the masses.

Transits

Technically, the last exact opposition of Sat-
urn and Pluto occurred May 25, 2002, But these
planets remain in orb through the first half of
2003 and will continue to inform and shape the
mundane matrix, out of which other measure-
ments emerge.

The opposition of Jupiter in Leo to Neptune in
Aquarius is one of the crucial aspects of these
times. Jupiter and Neptune oppose one another
from September 2002 until June 2003. This
twelve-year synodic cycle of Jupiter-Neptune
began with the conjunction of January 9,1997 at
27 Capricorn, which hit the U.S. Pluto and
Saddam Hussein’s Jupiter-Pluto opposition.
These formative conjunctions seeded the global
events that are now coming to a head at the
oppositional phase. And the key players in the
unfolding world drama are the entities directly
linked with these dominant geocosmic cycles. Is-
sues of power, upheaval, idealism and big oil all
come together. The exact Mars opposition Sat-
urn of January 9, 1997 was conjunct the U.S.
Midheaven-IC axis. It also aligned with the Iocal
meridian in New Delhi and squared the India Re-
public Uranus. Pluto set near Baghdad and Ri-
yadhand alsojoined with this Jupiter-Neptune in
two different ways at Iraq.

“This cycle (Jupiter-Neptune) has a strongly
idealistic, humanitarian and ideological quality
about it. It seems to be related to the unfoldment
of idealistic belief systems and, as such, its
hard-angle aspects can often relate to sectarian
quarrels, political differences and ‘religious
wars.”

With Jupiter and Neptune in the oppositional
phase, we could see the objectification of a great
dream. The most idealistic of aspirations actually
come to fruition. However, the polarization of the
affluent elite (Jupiter in Leo) with the grand vi-
sion of equality for all (Neptune in Aquarius) is
also greater at this time. The association of Jupi-
ter-Neptune with big oil is clearly relevant in the
context of current and prospective events in the
Middle East. “Economically this combination can
produce pefiods of boom and optimism, but also
‘pie in the sky’ glans and rampant inflation, if not
well earthed.™ The brilliant astrologer Andre
Barbault has pointed out the importance of this

cycle (Jupiter-Neptune) for the nation of France,
and both oppositions of 2003 will activate the fi-
nancial houses of the Fifth Republic chart.

The first two Jupiter-Neptune oppositions hit
President Bush’s Mercury-Pluto conjunction. As
of September 2002, he was trying to persuade the
United Nations that Hussein must be dealt with
now and convince Congress to give him sweep-
ing powers for war if United Nations inspections
break down again. Mr. Bush is riding high under
the influence of Jupiter, but his rhetoric and per-
ceptions are still colored by transiting Neptune
until December 2003,

At the February 2003 opposition of Jupi-
ter-Neptune, we find a Sun-Uranus conjunction
at the Midheaven in Baghdad and Riyadh, which
at these locations links the image of Uranian re-
bellion with the dream quality of the moment.
Iran is also responding in its own way to the in-
fluential Jupiter-Neptune cycle.

At the minute Mars makes its station July 29,
2003 at 3:38 a.m. EDT, it culminates in Washing-
ton, D.C.

At the Mars station-direct at O Pisces on Sep-
tember 27, 2003, Mars is closely conjunct
transiting Uranus and sesquisquare Venus at the
U.S. Saturn.

The repeated prominence of Mars in Wash-
ington, D.C. suggeststhe U.S. government will he
active, and forceful in asserting its will during
this period, while contacts to President Bush's
chart and that of Traq identify the entities most
likely involved.

Individuals, Nations, Previous Events

Transiting Chiron opposes and challenges the
U.S. Sun from lave February until December
2003. Sarurn stations October25, 2003 in opposi-
tion to transiting Chiron. Neptune culminates
exactly over Washington, D.C. at the time of this
Saturn station. Political affairs could change di-
rections at this time, but with a conspicuous lack
of clarity.

At George W. Bush's birth time, Pluto rose in
New Haven, Connecticut and culminated over.
Mecca and Medina. As president, Bush seems to
be constellating a collective impulse for omnipo-
tence, symbolized by Pluto in Leo. This extreme
drive for power will tend to draw him into life
and death struggles in the Middle Fast and con-
flicts in Afghanistan, where Mars culminated at
his birth. (Alsonote that his Inaugural Chiron IC
line Tuns through Kabul, which is relevant to
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events of 9/11, and beyond.) His progressed Mars
line on an Astro*Carto*Graphy map is now just
west of Baghdad.

Transiting Neptune opposes his natal Plato
through 2003. This can diffuse or undermine
his drive for powerful influence and adds a de-
ceptive element to the expression of this im-
pulse. And transiting Pluto is opposite his natal
Uranus from late January 2003 until the end of
the year, while his Progressed Midheaven
conjuncts natal Uranus exact in October 2003,
Noel Tyl says for Pluto-Uranus: “Tremendous
intensification of ego-awareness; attainment of
great goals through great effort; upsets and ten-
sion en route.” And for MC=Uranus: “Brings the
power of selfhood forward; assexrtion is recog-
nized; strong develo7pmenta1 tensions for job
and social position.”

Solar arc Mars forms a sesquiquadrate to natal
Uranus in October 2003, adding to Mr. Bush’s
personal volatility and his desire to do things his
own way. In January 2004, his progressed Sun is
¢kactly conjunct natal Mars, which suggests vig-
orous or aggressive self-assertion.

The chart for the Phillippines is set only two
days before that of George W. Bush. Both these
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horoscopes s will experience many transits
concurrently. The U.S. has a vested interest in
ridding the Phillipines of the Abu Sayeef ex-
tremists who have ties to Al Qaeda.

George W. Bush Inaugural Chart

Transiting Pluto squares the Inaugural Venus
(Ascendant ruler) from December 2002 until No-
vember 2003. But perhaps more importantly,
transiting Pluto conjuncts the inaugural Moon
throughout the year, suggesting upheaval and
possible sadness as a result of extreme events
that are deeply transformative (inaugural MO-
SA/NO-PL/CH direct).

The 2002 solar return for the Inaugural chart
has Neptune setting in Washington, D.C., Ura-
nus at the IC in Baghdad and Saturn setting in
Kabul. Neptune rises at Baghdad in the Inaugural
return of 2003, with Algol's ecliptic degree at the
IC. So, the repeated angularities in these returns
pinpoint both Irag and Afghanistan as places
where the formative ideas and energies will
sharply manifest. (In Mr. Bush's focal space map,
the Mars zenith line runs right through Bagh-
dad!)




Saddam Hussein and Irag

Of the three valid horoscopes for [raq, I've cho-
sen to work primarily with the older chart of Aug,
23, 1921, Saddam Hussein has solar arc Mars
square natal Sun exact in April 2003, Solar arc
Pluto opposition natal Saturn exact in October
2003. And solar arc Saturn opposition Mars exact
in January 2004. These last two arcs clearly sug-
gest trying circumstances and the threat of loss to
Hussein.

The national chart for Iraq has transiting Ura-
nus opposition natal Sun and Mercury through-
out 2003. As Uranus hits these planets, it will also
trigger natal PL/NOat 29 Leo and natal MO/PL at
29 Taurus, Transiting Neptune opposes [rag’sna-
tal Mars from March 2003 until December 2004
and natal Neptune from March 2004 until late
2005. The chart for Iraq has Mars conjunct Nep-
tune in the twelfth house, with Mars at the helio
Node of Neptune. So, oil, deception and aggres-
sion inevitably go hand-in-hand. Hussein dra-
matically personifies both the Neptune in Leo
myth and Irad’s natal Sun conjunct Regulus in his
roleas “supreme monarch” ashe actively develops
chemical weapons behind the scenes.

The 2002 solar return for Iraq has Chiron con-
junct the Midheaven in Baghdad, with Mars and
Uranus in paran at Washington, D.C. While the
precessed return for Baghdad has the Sun
anti-culminating, with the opposition of Mars
and Uranus conjunct the meridian. Such
Mars-Uranus contacts often are volatile and dis-
ruptive.

The 2003 solar return for Iraq features a wide
T-Square that links with the angles at Washing-
ton, D.C., as does the Neptune quincunx Saturn.
This return features late degrees of the fixed
signs, significantly triggering the Iraq chart. We
see numerous indications of conflict and proba-
ble war-like conditions.

U.S. Revolutionary War (Boyd Chart)

The Declaration of War chart, also known as
the Boyd charrt, is set for the vote of the Second
Continental Congress to declare a state of war
with England. Astrologer Claude Weiss has
noted the synastry between the Boyd chart and
that of George W. Bush. This horoscope seems to
resonate with the military activities of the U.S., as
it did recently at the October 2001 bombing of Af-
ghanistan. On October 7, 2001, the transiting
Nodes=-MA/PL-Boyd MA/SA-UR/PL. Transiting

SU-JU=Boyd SA/PL. At the minute of this atrack,
Neptune was culminating in Baghdad, and
NODES-MA/PL-ASC/MC here, linking this ini-
tial strike against terrorism with Iraq.
Relocated to Baghdad, the Boyd UR-AS/MC
direct. The Uranian drive for freedom, autonomy
and rebellion was focused at this time and placed
way back in 1775! This Uranus at 5 Gemini, iscon-
junce Trag’s natal Midheaven, exactly square
[rag’s Ascendant at 5 Virgo and opposition
Hussein’s Mars near 4 Sagittarius. The Sun is set-
ting near Baghdad in the Astro*Carto*Graphy
map for the Boy chart. Leadership and authority
issues tend to manifest here in relations. Others
might be seen as controlling and powerful. (The

-~ lunar eclipse of May 26, 2002 fell at 5 Sagittar-

ius.) Hussein's SA=-MA/PL-Boyd MA/SA=-UR/PL
reflects a highly charged and explosive synastry.

The Boyd solar return chart for 2002 has a
fixed T-Square between Venus, Uranus and the
Moon (conjunct Algol) at apex. This Moon is set-
ting in Baghdad and SU-VX-AS/MC here. The
precessed return has Vemus opposite Uranus at
the meridian in Washington, D.C. The return
Mars conjunct Jupiter (military expansion) falls
atthe IC in Kabul. The solar return Chiron is con-
junct the Midheaven in Baghdad, with Mercury
at the IC.

The Boyd solar return for 2003 has MC =JU/SA
=MA/PL=UR/PL direct at Washington, D.C. Ura-
nus and Mars square the Midheaven in Baghdad,
with the Nodes on the meridian. Neptune sets
east of Kabul, and the Pluto IC line runs through
Beijing, (Uranus and Mars set in Indonesia, an-
other hotbed of Islamic extremists and a poten-
tial threat to U.S. interests.)

Solar arc Uranus squares the Boyd Moon in
February 2003. This arc suggests the strain of
emotional tensions that come with the prospect
of war-like conditions. Solar arc Jupiter hits the
Boyd Plutoin April 2003, signifying both military
expansion and plutocracy.

Chart Data

Saddam Hussein, April 28, 1937, Tikrir, Iraq,
time unavailable

Hamid Karzai, December 24, 1957, Kandahar,
Afghanistan, time unavailable

Musharraf, August 11, 1943, Delhi, India, time
unavailable

Ariel Sharon, February 27, 1928, Kafir Malal,
Palestine, 7:36 a.m.

World Continued on Page 74
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The Dalai Lama's Thoughts

By Jhampa Shaneman

ing a crisis. Normal differences are set aside,

and world leaders talk with earnest concern
about the issue. We are familiar with President
George Bush’s response to the horrible 9/11 at-
tack. The age of North America’s innocence and
virginity is over.

His Holiness the XIV Dalai Lama (HH) re-
sponded to this crisis as did many other world
leaders. HH'’s response included prayer for the
people hurt and a direct communication to Presi-
dent George Bush. The letter’s opening com-
ments clearly demonstrate HH's feelings:

The world becomes a smaller community due-

Your Excellency,

T am deeply shocked by the terrorist attacks that took
place involving four apparently hijacked aircrafts and the
immense devastation these caused. [t is a terrible tragedy
that so many innocent lives have been lost, and it seems un-
believable that anyone would choose to target the World
Trade Center in New York City and the Pentagon in
Washington D.C. We are deeply saddened Onbehalf of the
Tibetan people, I would like to convey our deepest condo-
lence and solidarity with the American people during this
painful time. Qur prayers go out to the many who have lost
their lives, those who have been injured and the many more
who have been traumatized by this senseless act of vio-
lence. 1 am attending a special prayer for the United States
and it’s pecple at our main temple today.

L

HH continues by expressing confidence that
the American people have the necessary skills
and courage to meet and overcome the crisis:
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1 am confident that the United States as a great and
powerful nation will be able to overcome this present trag-
edy. The American people have shown their resilience,
courage and determination when faced with such a diffi-
cult and sad situation.

HH concludes this letter of compassion with
thoughts of how President Bush might respond
to this violence:

It may seem presumptuous onmy part, but 1 personally
believe we need to think seriously whether aviolent action
is the right thing to do and in the greater interest of the na-
tion and people in the long run. I believe violence will only
increase the cycle of violence. But how do we deal with ha-
tred and anger, which are often the root causes of such
senseless violence? This is a very difficult question, espe-
cially when it concerns a nation, and we have certain fixed
conceptions of how to deal with such attacks. T am sure
that you will make the right decision.

With my prayers and good wishes,
The Dalai Lama
September 12, 2001
Dharamsala, India

HH is quite bold in suggesting President Bush
look at alternatives to this violence. HH refersto
“fixed conceptions” that might incline the
United States to seek a violent solution to this at-
tack, Weall know the immediate outcome of the
destruction of 9/11—the invasion of Afghanistan.
HH points out violence might not be the best
long-term solution to the crisis. This is an ongo-
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The Dalai Lama
July 6,1935, 4:38 am.
Takster, Tibet,
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ing theme for HH; it is the source of his winning
the Nobel Peace Prize in 1989,

His Holiness’s Natal Chart

HH's natal data is July 6, 1935, 4:38 a.m.,
Takster, Tibet. I have chosen China time, -8:00
for the placement of the Ascendant.

We first cover some background on HI's
chart. The 4:38 am. birth places his Sun in the
first house. He is inclined to deal in a direct and
forthright manner. People who have an audience
with HH find him very engaging. He has Jupiter,
Saturn, the Moon and Neptune all harmoniously
aspected, integrating an energetic, confident,
compassionately sensitive nature in his presenta-
tion. There is one square to his Sun, with Mars. If
HH were not to be mindful, the Mars square
could cause rash activity. Considering his life-
style as a Buddhist monk, rash activity would
tend to find little expression in daily action, HH
has Mercury in the first house, which could en-
hance his ahjlity to be articulate, inquisitive and
chatty. He has definitely demonstrated this in his
interviews with people such as Larry King. Ura-
nus sits comfortably in the eleventh house, add-
ing a spark of individuality to his social

presentation. This seems appropriate for a per-
son considered to be amanifestation of a Buddha.
HH is not a common social individual, but rather
a unique person amongst the masses.

Let us review HIH's letter to President Bush.
Many of the natal planetary aspects find expres-
sion in that letter. HH's overwhelming compas-
sion helps him identify with the pain of innocent
people killed and hurt in New York and Wash-
ington, D.C. This can be seen in the Moon-Nep-
tune conjuncton. HH is pragmatic, though, and
immediately offered a large amount of money to
reliefefforts. Thisis the tenthhouse Saturn oppo-
sition to the Moon and Neptune. Where his chart
starts to show its particular qualities is in the fi-
nal paragraph of the letter. HH is humble, so he
starts this section by identifying that his next
thoughts might not be expected nor appreciated.
He proceeds, nevertheless, to state his vision of
the situation. He voices sentiments that might
not conform to the general masses. People often
retaliate to violence. HH advocates thoughtful-
ness before retaliation. I think HH is well aware
that very powerful countries don’t often feel the
need tobe thoughtful. They have a vast amount of
power and military might, so why worry about
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the outcome of a quick and powerful response? In
this case, I believe HH has a greater vision inspir-
ing his thoughts.

HH clarifies his statement by asking, “How do
we deal with hatred and anger, which are often
the root causes of such senseless violence?” He
mentions the cycle of violence and retaliation. He
indirectly identifies that only patience and wis-
dom dissolve the heat and pain of hate and anger.
HE’s experience is not limited in these matters.
Many Tibetans and their supporters originally
thought all Chinese were bad people. They had
invaded Tibet and destroyed a spiritual culture
and society. Thousands of monasteries were lev-
eled. Monks and nuns were tortured and then
thrown from their monastic seclusion back into
society. The Red Guard used little intelligence in
the destruction it wrought across the country
and environment of Tibet. Even HH's people
were tortured. But he still advocated peaceful so-
lutions to this national violence. What became
apparent as time passed was the realization that
suffering was to be found in most of the Chinese
population. Most Chinese suffered as much as
the Tibetans during those years. This revelation
came, in part, because Tibetans were unable to
wage war on China. The real situation became ev-
ident: It was the communist government that
caused the problems, not the Chinese people.
Many Tibetans now realize they have a friend in
the Chinese people and do not have to hate all
China.

HH's thoughts are the product of his educa-
tionas a Buddhist monk, but also are enhanced by
his grand trine with Saturn, Jupiter and the Sun.
HH is very present to the situation; his Sun’s
placement is in the first house. He has a positive
and flexible attitude about all situations—the ju-
piter influence. Jupiter falls in HH’s fifth house,
enhancing creative adaptability. Jupiter's effect is
greatly enhanced when mixed with the altruistic
attitude of Mahayana Buddhism. Any Bodhisatt-
vawith theideal of benefitting all sentient beings
would love a fifth house Jupiter, It would trans-
late into expansive, creative adaptability. This is
wonderfully tempered by the final planet of the
grand trine, Saturn. Saturn’s effect is to be practi-
cal. Saturn falls in the tenth house, giving HH a
realistic sense of direction, even if he wishes to
kelp all the universe. 1 almost think HH's natal
chart was made to order for him.

Place these three planets in a grand trine, and
one sees the integration of HH’s basic sense of be-
ing and personality, complimented with joy and
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stability. [ am sure the Mars square and Uranus in
the eleventh house helped him write the final
paragraph of hisletrer. Mars gave him the energy
tobe bold and direct. Uranus helped him be a sin-
gle voice of wisdom amongst the masses of people
who might call for violent retaliation. HH’s over-
all effect on the world chesshoard could be insig-
nificant on the decisions of President Bush, but
they reflect a thoughtfulness that dominates
HH’s personal actions.

Saturn and Pluto Transits

HH was moving though a mixed bag of tran-
sits during 2001 Jupiter was enhancing external
enthusiasm, with a transit through HE’s first
house. Jupiter ran conjunct HH's ascendant, na-
tal Mercury and Sun on June 11-23 and September
23, respectively. Jupiter's energy would tend to
make HH busy and external. This enthusiasm
was complicated, however, with Pluto square
HH’s natal Moon and Saturn square his natal Sat-
urn. These squares happened in the first two
weeks of July. HH might have felt deeply emo-
tional with compassion with the Pluto aspect
and yet thoughtful and reflective with the Saturn
influence.

I think Saturn takes on an interesting effect
when an individual is meditative, as is true of
Buddhists. HH epitomizes the Buddhist ideal of
thoughtful responses, and Saturn would find fer-
tile ground in HITs daily attitude and medita-
tions. Saturn likes to be hesitant, thoughtful and
prudent. Even with a square transit, Saturn can
be wonderfully reflective, especially for an older
individual. The reason I see Saturn being so use~
ful in meditative lifestylesis the activation of wis-
dom. Wisdom comes with age. The more one
consciously experiences events, the more natural
wisdom grows. Many things are learned when
one's eyes are wide open. This becomes a source
of wisdom. Wisdom becomes manifest as time
passes. [t is like an excellent wine; it needs time.
Elders in all traditional societies are valued indi-
viduals, The wisdom of experience also grows
with Saturn transits. The Saturn return at age
twenty-nine and the square of Saturn to natal
Saturn at age forty-four are often times of reflec-
tion and growth. A Buddhist works to make each
moment meaningful. Conscious awareness and
mindfulness are the tools that help wisdom grow.

HH's life has many experiences to draw upon,
plus the fact he strives to be mindful and compas-
sionate at all times. His tenth house Saturn is a




powerful planet, calling him o a wise lifestyle. It
alsorepresents his Gurus, who mentored his spir-
itual growth when he was a youth. HH was defi-
nitely contemplative as September approached.

Spiritual Inspiration

September for HH shifted astrologically to a
strong spiritual inspiration. Jupiter continued to
enhance his self-confidence and concern, with
trine transits to natal Saturn and Jupiter. The
spiritual life of HH had Jupiter sextile transits to
the natal Moon and Neptune. The world impact
of all those deaths on 9/11 affected anyone who
heard the news. HH had enhanced emotional and
spiritual sensitivity in the ten days following the
initial shock. Although death is a tragedy, those
who died on that day had a phenomenal amount
of prayers and blessings directed toward them.
HH was a strong part of that kindhearted feeling.

October and November included the start of
the war in Afghanistan. HH also entered a differ-
ent cycle of transits, Phuto finished a square to the
natal Moon in October. That released some of the
emotional weight of HH’s compassion. Novern-
ber was again emotionally reflective, as Saturn
retrograded square to HH’s natal Moon. His com-
passion is deeply reflective. December included
the retrograding transits of Jupiter to HH’s natal
Saturn, Neptune, Moon and Jupiter. On an exter-
nal level, HH had been very busy during these
months. Air travel was complicated, the world
wasin stress and HH was within several hundred
miles of both Pakistan and Afghanistan. The suf-
fering and fear were immediately evident tohim.

The retrograding transit of Saturn square natal
Saturn happened on December 21, 2001 HH had
been busy externally and carrying a huge emo-
tional burden with the Pluto and Saturn squares.
He was on pilgrimage in central India as 2002 be-
gan. HH was scheduled to bestow the Kalachakra
Initiation in the first week of January. He man-
aged to give a few days of discourse and then he
suddenly and unexpectedly collapsed. He was
immediately flown to a special hospital in Bom-
bay. The teachings were cancelled. Released from
the hospital, HH returned to Dharmsalain north-
ern India and entered a three-month retreat, suf-

fering from exhaustion.

Consider the mix of activity with the Jupiter
transits to HH’s first house Sun and Mercury and
the emotional depth HH must have felt with the
Pluto and Saturn squares to his Moon. HH has,
on one side, the desire to help and, on the other,
feels the pain of the world. As a world leader, he
feels he is part of the global community. This is
true of him more than we might believe. HH rep-
resents the Tibetan people and their cause, but he
is also concerned with the world situation. There
is pain throughout the world when war is waged.
People die in the violence, and the world sits in
fear the war could escalate. HH was carrying a
large emotional burden with the Tibetan cause,
so when added strife on a world level arose, hefelt
it deeply too. All this finally exhausted him.

HH is now well and traveling again. He was in
Austria in October 2002, bestowing the
Kalachakra Initiation. This is the Wheel of Time
Tantraand is one of the sources of Tibetan astrol-
ogy. The Tantra deals with the movement of the
planets, constellations and world events. This
Tantra is important for Buddhists as it relates to
future world peace. There is a golden age of 500
years that will commence within the next few
centuries, and those who receive this initiation
now will play a special role when this golden cy-
cle starts. The Kalachakra System says the
twenty-fifth king of Shambhala will come to this
world and overthrow a repressive empire, Once
the destructive empire is gone, this king will give
instruction inthe Kalachakra Tantra. Individuals
in this lifetime who receive this initiation and are
virtuous can receive a good rebirth and special
spiritual insights when this golden age com-
mences. HH gives thisinitiation repeatedly toen-
sure many people have this blessing in their
stream of consciousness. HH will give the
Kalachakra initiation in Toronto, Canada in
2003,

Theworld has changed significantly since 9/11.
The world stage now has new and unexpected
players upon it. The actions of all these players
are determined, in part, by the actions of world
leaders. Let us hope that people such as HH can
play a significant role to ensure a peaceful and
happy outcome to the scenes yet to unfold.

Winter 2002/35



fining
hole System

Astrology

The Problem of the Planets

By Roxana Muise

A strology is an ancient system of study. All
A study systems have certain factors in com-
wmon. These include:

A definition of purpose

A foundational set of constituent compo-
nents

A recognizable structure to which its com-
ponents adhere

Rules of procedure through which the com-
ponents operate

Astrology’s structure and set of constituents
are well known:

e Document measurements of planetary mo-
tion and other celestial bodies and points
through time and space (cycles, patterns,
itinerary)

e Identify measurements of dimensions of the
celestial sphere (fongitude, latitude, decli-
nation)

e Make calculations of the above for static po-
sitions (horoscopy)

e Generate rules and techniques for different
procedures

e Divide and define the celestial sphere (zodi-

=  acs, constellations)

e Establish symbolic descriptions for all com-
ponents (celestial bodies, signs, houses, as-
pects)

& (-]

@
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The first four constituents deal with linear
left-brain processes. The last two deal primarily
with non-linear right brain processes. The main
thesis of this essay concerns the continued ambi-
guity in the symbolic characterization of celestial
bodies, the primary components of the astrologi-
cal system.

Ambiguity: The Meanings of the Planets

Ambiguity (noun), L. ambiguous (adj), from
ambigere—to wander, ambi—about, around. Hav-
ing two or more possible meanings; being of un-
certain signification; susceptible of different
interpretations; uncertain or vague.

When new paradigms are being formed, the
meanings fashioned by cutting-edge philoso-
phers and scientists in all fields will be tested and
might be judged ephemeral. Some people will im-
mediately embrace meanings they resonate with,
not caring that they may merely be steps in a
larger process. Others will continue to test these
meanings within the process. To do this, one
needs to use tools of the systematic process. One
such tool is symmetry.

Symmetry means well balanced, harmonious,
well proportioned, integrated into a whole. Bal-
ance and proportion are essential components of
all disciplines, from art to mathematics. Symme-
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try is one of the major principles evidenced in as-
trology. We find it in many areas, including the
degrees of the zodiac; the calculation of mid-
points, the sequence of aspects; the division of the
zodiac into qualities and elements, and even in
the division of temporal calculations from the
point of a natal horoscope.

In the sequence of aspects, we see syminetry
evidenced in the differentiation between dexter
and sinister, and approaching and separating
orbs. In thecalculation of midpoints, thereis a bi-
lateral symmetrical balance between left and
right. This is also evident in the symmetry of the
hemispheres of the horoscope, where the east de-
notes initiative, and the west, response—the up-
per hemisphere broadly symbolizes focusing on
interaction with outer activities, and the lower,
focusing one’s thoughts and feelings on inner
pursuits. '

Movement through the signs of the zodiac dis-
plays a sequence of plus and minus polarity. Po-
larity is a subset of symmetry. The terms plus and
minus are eften interchangeable with positive
and negative, which misleadingly elicits judg-
ments of good and bad, throwing us
half-heartedly into the historic doctrine of astro-

logical malefics and benefics. These judgments
are valid for horary and electional astrology,
based on an ancient system in which the planets
describe conditions, but do not evaluate which
job belongs to their placement, interaction with
the whole, and relevance to the purpose of the
chart (the question or proposed event).

Astrological descriptions of the ancient origi-
nal planets included only one polarity. Positive
and benefic: Moon, Venus, Jupiter; and negarive
and malefic: Sun, Mars, Saturn. Individual inter-
pretations of the planets reflected the symbolism
of mythological gods and goddesses for which
they were named. Mysterious Mercury was con-
sidered neutral, which seemed appropriate for
the trickster, who could be either a valuable ally
or a wicked enemy.

Western astrology, before the discovery of
Uranus, reflected this neat schematic developed
in ancient times, where the two lights ruled the
day and night, identifying with a positive and a
negative sign, and the other five planets were em-
bodied by the divinely appointed gods and func-
tioned within the horoscope, each through two
signs in a positive and negative expression.

Neutral Mercury (Hermes, Thoth) in ancient
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mythology was often pictured with two faces,
which, in early astrology, was interpreted as neu-
tral, the idea of “neither” overruling that of “both.”
Actually, early mythological Mercury was hailed
as a messenger who traveled between worlds,
much the same image as an alchemist, spiritual
guide or interpreter. This concept is akin in mod-
ern psychology to the psychologistas a facilitator
and remediator between the ego and the psyche.
But, mythological Mercury was most definitely a
male, as his ancient erotic, sexually explicit im-
ages illustrated.

When the outer planets, Uranus, Neptune and
Pluto were broughtinto view and into conscious-
ness, they were relegated to collective or cultural
matters and not easily defined as clear, personal
images—they did not fit the symynetrical model.
However, the model was not consciously revised
within comprehensive system parameters. Since
the addition of these three extra-Saturnian plan-
ets, early principles of categorization broke down
in the modern description of the planets, and am-
biguity tarnished the process.

Evolution of Astrology as a System

Preliterate societies worshiped their deities
through archetypal images primarily recognized
and processed by the mental functions of the
brain's right hemisphere. Holistic, iconic, femi-
nine processes prevailed. Astrology reflected the
mythology of the heavens with lunar and Venus
cycles echoing women's reproductive cycles. The
religion of the goddess and all her life aspects gov-
erned humanity.

With the advent of literacy, left hemispheric
mental activity gained in prominence with linear,
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rational masculine processes. Saturnian cycles
became the conventional yardstick of society.
And by the time of the Christian era, masculine
gods enjoyed world dominance.

The nineteenth century marked the beginning
of an “jconic revolution,” with the mvention of
photography and the eventual discovery of elec-
tromagnetism, which brought a wide prolifera-
tion of electronic images. We now see the
keynote return of the veneration of the goddess
and a more balanced expression of science, which
creates a potential equilibrium between right
and left hemispheres of the brain.2 Many of to-
day’s top scientists are also engaged in conscious-
ness studies.

Western astrology had endured through a
functional balance of left-brained observations
and calculations of a view of the heavens through
correspondence, with right-brained archetypal
symbols, and experiential interaction with myth-
ological images and stories. As civilization
evolved, the logical linear development of science
eroded astrology's feasibility, despite the efforts
of giants such as Kepler, who successfully mar-
ried linear calculations and mystical images.

The neat, tidy, balanced system of Ptolemaic
astrology was shattered with the advent of the
March 13, 1781 discovery of Uranus. The entire
system was disrupted. Chaos entered the sci-
ence/art of astrology. But, seemingly oblivious to
modern methods of systematic analysis of its
structure and defining sources of meaning
through imagery, modern astrologers have not
yet fully developed its essential wholeness.

At the 1964 celebration in Pisa of Galileo's
400th birthday, renowned physicist Richard
Feynman conjectured about what Galileo
Galilef's remarks might have been upon his first
telescopic observation of Jupiter: “I noticed that
Jupiterwasaball withmoonsand notagod in the
sky. Tellme, what happened to the astrologers?”

Ancient planets were described as gods and
goddesses who governed and guided humankind
as a whole from the heavens. Modern astrology
functions in a personal way, through individual-
ized horoscopes. But those planets are seldom de-
fined as a group, except to say that they are
symbols denoting parts of the ego or psyche of an
individual, or as contributors to the overall qual-
ity of 2 moment in time. Gone is the implied
meaning of planetary wholeness.

South African Jan Christiaan Smuts coined
the word “holism” in his book, Holism and Evolution
(1926), saying that it is “the motive force behind
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Evolution,” and that “the whole is more than the
sum of its parts” (synergy).

There are many methods at our disposal to ap-
proach a holistic organizational mode] of astrol-
ogy that satisfies both the right and left-brain
processes.

Arisrotle said, “A whole is that which has a be-
ginning, a middle, and an end,” referring to
left-brain, linear processes. But, he also said,
“Thought is impossible without an image,”
clearly areference toright-brain iconic processes.

Now we have General Semantics (GS), the in-
teHectual tool developed by Alfred Korzybsk13 in
the first half of the twentieth century. [t isa more
holistic system than Aristotle’s epistemology and
logic, which in turn sought to supplant Prolemy’s
divination and mythology. GS is a system that
deals with 2 methodology that defines different
levels of abstraction. It is a multi-dimensional
system of orientation, a non-Aristotelian,
non-linear way of organizational thinking that
can facilitate twenty-first century problem-solv-
ing. This system enables distinctions berween
“what is going on,” and the perception of that sit-
uation or concept as observed by others on differ-
ent levels of perception (sub-systems). This is
akin to biologist Ludwig von Bertalanify's Gen-
eral Systems Theory, another method of organiz-
ing whole systems and subsystems. Both are
applicable to astrology and its fractal, dimen-
sional images.

Hemispheric Balance of the Planets

Studies about the functional difference be-
tween brain hemispheres and consciousness
emerged in the early 1970s. Scholars such as Rob-
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ert Omstein (The Psychology of Consciousness), J.
Bogen (Split Brain and Human Dudlity), D. Galin
(Two Modes of Consciousness and the Two Halves of the
Brain) began comparing and publishing their re-
search. Later Marilyn Ferguson (The Aquarian Con-
spiracy) greatly contributed to the public
dissemination of these explorations with her
publication, Brain-Mind Bulletin.

The presence of conscious awareness in the
human organism necessitates a balancing of
functions of the two hemispheres of the brain.
Contributing to wholeness and integration be-
tween the two hemispheres is the corpus callo-
sum, the complex bundle of nerves that connect
them. The evolution of the human brain has
shown a gradual thickening of the corpus callo-
sum, which could imply the growth of a stronger
connection between the two hemispheres.

Roger Shepard, psychologist of perception
and cognition and artist of visual tricks of per-
ception, states: Symbols and archetypes “re-
flect(s) the internalization of certain pervasive
properties of the world in which we have
evolved™ They reflect the current paradigms
and are inextricably connected to our survival
mechanisms. They are the products of our focus
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of consciousness. As that focus shifts and evolves,
we are forced to reformulate our paradigms. Ex-
ercising your abilities to shift your consciousness
focus within ambiguous visual images helps you
to prepare for other shifts in consciousness.

Thomas Kuhn, in The Structure of Scientific Revo-
lutions, tells us that paradigms are ideas or per-
spectives. New paradigms are usually the results
of intuitive leaps that displace old world models,
only when the new ideas gain consensus as the
champions of the old paradigms die off.

As John Dewey said, “Old ideas give way
slowly; for they are more than abstract logical
forms and categories. They are hahits, predisposi-
tions, deeply ingrained attitudes of aversion and
preference.”

M.C. Escher drew art that was full of ambigu-
ity and deeply reflective of the cultural disorien-
tation that accompanied the paradigm shift
towards hemispheric reintegration. His paint-
ings also reflected the internal struggle between
polarities such as dark and light, good and evil,
and male and female. Gender is a functional sub-
set of symmetry. Both men and women have left
and right brain hemispheres. So, identifying a
planet with a mythological character of one gen-
der does not preclude him or her from operating
through both hemispheric expressions.

Paradigm shifts are often painful as we begin
to resolve the new point of focus with what we
think we know. Many times, in order to retreat
from stress, we are drawn toitems in our environ-
ments that support spatial hemispheric balance
and are traditionally comforting, such as: purely
geometrical and symmetrical static designs, as
found in clothing, home decor, and classic archi-
tecture; audible random dynamic resonances,
such as rain and flowing water; visual, fractal im-
agesof invariant scale, suchas clouds, mountains,
trees, coastlines; objects of rotational symme-
tries, such as fruits, bowls, sports balls; regular

repeating symmetrical patterns, such as kaleido-
scopic images (as In screen-savers); or magnetic
fields (as in the patterns of iron filings on a2 white
paper).

Migraines, a stress reaction to frustration,
sometimes take the form of visual Greek key de-
signs, or shimmering blots in one’s vision. Many
inventors and discoverers have been assisted in
their breakthroughs by mental/visual images:
Friedrich Kekule’s discovery of the benzene mol-
ecule, took the form of a hexagonal structure, a
snake swallowing its own tail. James Clerk
Maxwell, author of the laws of electromagne-
tism, “saw” a pattern of counter-rotating balls
and cylinders representing magnetic fields. Sir
John Herschel, British astronomer, chemist,
co-inventor of photography and only son of Wil-
liam Herschel, discoverer of Uranus, experienced
regular images of “perfect symmetry and geormet-
rical regularity” in “close patterns” and “filigree
work.”

The point of this hypothesis is that there
seems to be no system of guidelines for organiz-
ing the interpretation of the planets. If we make
use of defining tools, such as those used in other
sciences, we already have a head start. We can al-
ready see that hemispheric symmetry might be a
useful place to begin. Each planet is a whole
physical body, which has a documented physical

polarity.

How to Define Planets?

Although modern astrologers use the ancient
right-brain symbolism associated with the
myths of the planets’ namesakes, the more re-
cently discovered physical characteristics of the
planets are not always in agreement with the
myths. For example, ambiguity flows rampant
through the story of Uranus’ discovery. Sighted
by an amateur astronomer, it was the first planet

& Progression of the Koch Snowflake by Helge von Koch and Ernest Cesaro, The Fractal Geometry of
Nature, Benoit B. Mandelbrot, W.H. Freeman and Co., San Francisco, 1983, page 42, 43.
(Principles in astrological harmonics.)
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to be found within recorded history.

Uranus’s physical characteristics label him as
the rebel of the solar system, rotating on his side,
with rings perpendicular to his orbital plane. His
mythos denotes a primeval deity, who, because he
was the first generation of gods, set his own pa-
rameters, was jealous of his power and had, dur-
ing his reign, protected the status quo. He set his
example of the archetypal father that would last
through his grandson, Jupiter’s rule. Uranus, be-
ing topsy-turvy in its physical form was project-
ing his mythic archetype from the perspective of
his progeny, leading astrological definitions
through a process of ambiguity.

Theideasbeingdeveloped during the era of the
discovery of Uranus involved revolution, both in
America and in France. The British Empire, see-
ing itself as a proud parent, was dismayed to see
its children rebuking its paternalistic advan-
tages. There was a ground swell of underdog in-
surgents who had identified the tyranny of status
quo hereditary rulers and were acting upon their
romantic and idealistic hopes of freedom.

Even the naming of the planet went through a
hemispheric balancing process, although those
who were a party to its naming were not con-
sciously concerned with meaning, beginning
with the hierirchical concept of naming it for the
ruler of the country from which it was discov-
ered, King George I11. France disagreed, calling it
Herschel's Planet, deviating from the practice of

naming planets for members of the Greco-Roman
pantheon. Tradition won out when linear-think-
ing, logic-oriented J.E. Bode (authorof Bode’s Law)
not unexpectedly suggested the sequential name
of Jupiter's (Zeus’s) grandfather and Saturm’s
(Cronus's) father. Moreover, Uranus’s position
at discovery was in the balancing sign of tropical
Libra. There can be no doubt that Uranus ushered
in the era of confusion and ambiguity. And look-
ing backin time, it is evident that a revised para-
digm was being called for in the classification
system of astrology.
The following are the principles to use in de-
veloping planetary metaphors:
e Mythological archetypes
® Physical/astronomic planetary characteris-
tics
e Cultural imperatives of the paradigms of
the current era (this includes the Uranian,
Neptunian and Plutonian eras)
The first and third require primarily right-hemi-
spheric processes, and the second is clearly a
function of left-hemispheric processes.

A Case for Hemispheric Balance

Throughout my life before my Saturn return in
the 1960s, [ functioned as a right-brain dominant
individual, loving such things as music, dance
and the arts. [ regarded grade school as an irrita-
tion, was a rotten student (arithmetic-chal-
lenged) and was unable to remember 4 string of
sequential data unless they fit a whole model or
Wwere a somatic sequence (dance steps). After dif-
ficulty learning to read, I immersed myself in fan-
tasy, identifying with mythological characters
and sci-fi heroines,

In the late 1960s, I joined my mother’s astrol-
ogy classes, enamored with the archetypal images
of the planets and, after several years, found thatr I
needed to actively develop my left hemisphere. At
the time, this was not a conscious decision, of
course, but the consequence of frustration.

['was raught that astrology was a tool for the
search for wholeness. From that very beginning, I
felt confused. [ was shown a zodiac that was sym-
metrical, a horoscope with balanced symmetry,
and then I was told that some planets were posi-
tive and masculine, and others negative and femi-
nine. One who was neutral and androgynous.

Well, there were double standards every-
where else in life, so even though I chafed against
that teaching, greater minds than mine didn't
seem upset by it. I figured that I just needed to
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study more, and the whole thing would one day
become clear to me.

Time passed, and Neptune's confusion became
Mars irritation (mine are natally squared). Was
there no bottom line? No sine quanon? No essential
binding force that held the astrological fabric to-
gether? Whenever I questioned the unbalanced
planetary status, it was as if [ were tossing a cin-
der of doubt into the eye of presumed clarity,
though I doubt that my perspective was unique.

And so, my 1964-65 Saturn return marked the
beginning of my drive to develop my left-brain
functions. I studied mathematic theory, systems,
psychology, history and philosophy through my
Uranus opposition and Saturn opposition. In
1981, I graduated from college with a bachelor of
science degree. My search continued for a system
that would fit astrology. By my second Saturn re-
turn in 1994 and my third-quarter Uranus square
in1996-97 (both triples), I realized that astrology
is its own holistic matrix system, although it
needs refining, defining and balancing, Some of
the systems listed in this article are valid as sub-
systems of the astrological matrix and can help
astrologers develop and perfect the matrix.

Hemispheric Specializations
and Mental Perception

Left relates to the past, comparing experi-
ences; categorizing; takes snapshots; analyses
processes linearly: the “mind” brain.

Right responds to the unknown; watches
movies; develops shifting images in a mandala;
sees spatial relationships, shapes and colors; fin-
ishes a partial figure into a whole (diagnostics);
the “heart” brain

Ask adozen astrologers the meaning of Saturn,
and you will receive as many different definitions.
They run from the last planet that can be seen
with the naked eye (left-brain, linear, physical
description) to a metaphor for skin and bones,
stress, restriction and the nature of time
(right-brain, holistic, conceptual).

The two cognitive styles are essential for as-
sessing the value and validation of a system: 1)
The left-brained: abstract, objective, linear, logi-
cal and temporal; and 2) The right-brained: sub-
jective, intuitive, metaphorical and timeless.

1. “Any system worth its salt has a basic
unarguable structure that reflects and adjusts to
current paradigms.”

2.“1 am attracted to a system that can give me
personal insights that I can’t find anywhere else.”
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Systems That Embrace Wholeness

A system is a group of interacting, interrelated
or interdependent elements that form a complex
whole, an organized set of interrelated ideas or
principles.

The following holistic classification systems
use conceptual terminology and dimensional im-
ages as an integral part of their systems, and are
thus applicable to astrology. With these holistic
classification systems, we have the knowledge
with which to reassess theories of astrological
systems in terms of wholeness and balance.

General Systems Theory—Ludwig von
Bertalanffy, biologist. Invented a methodology
that is valid for all sciences. He stressed “the im-
portance of the symholic worlds of culture which
we ourselves have created during (our) evolu-
tion” (the interactive subsystems of astrology:
planets, signs, houses, aspects, cycles).

Chaos Theory—Edward Lorenz, meteorologist.
Devised the study of nonlinear systems and sensi-
tive dependence on initial conditions (tempo-
ral/spatial planetary movement applied to a natal
horoscope).

General Semantics—Alfred Korzybski, semanti-
cist. Devised a non-Aristotelian system of seman-
tic classifications at multiple orders of
abstraction (defining components of a horoscope
with different perspectives and applications).

Whole Brain Model—Karl H. Pribram, Nobel
Laureate, scientist and brain researcher. Re-
searched the left and right functions of the brain,
developed the holographic model (symmetrical
models of planetary functions).

Fractal Geometry—Benoit B. Mandelbrot,
mathematician. Defined the study of self-similar
figures of telescoping and microscoping scale
having non-integer dimensions (harmonics, de-
rivative charts, progressions).

Taxonomy of the Structured Whole—Therese
Hance Braithwaite, mathematician. Devised and
developed “a complex of dynamics through
which the complementary aspects of wholeness
are both differentiated the one from the other;
and integrated, the one with the other into the
Whole™ (analyzing astrology as a whole).

Astrology as a Whole System

Most critics of astrology reject astrology as a
system, primarily because of its failure to corre-
late with their system classification schemes. As-

Redefining Continued on Page 77




Honoring the work of Thomas Ridgeway Gould Bom November 6,181 8, Boston
Massachusetts; died November 26,1881, Florence, ftaly

By Paula R. Gassmann

“Artis not simply works of art; it is the spirit that knows beauty, that has music i its soul, and the colors of sunsets
in its handkerchief, that can dance on a flaming world, and make the world dance, too.”—W.E.B. Dubois

fisual art is physical and tangible. Some of
our most vivid sensations are received

¥ through the eye. What we see has the power
to make us feel, and when emotion is aroused, we
are moved to action. With art, one’s conscious-
ness undergoes a sudden expansion with which
one is able to grasp more completely the truths
about existence. Light and shadow, color and
formappeal to the eye, and throughthe eye, might
reach the soul. The artist presents something at-
tractive, but also captures an underlying essence
and communicates it. There are universal princi-
ples, philosophical significances and subtle
shades of meaning that get transmitted in this
communication. In viewing art, our usual limita-
tions are cast aside, and our unconscious minds
enter into rapport with the idea embodied by the
artist.

Each work of art we see conjures up questions,
Larger thanlife statues, busts, portraits each have
astory. Particularlyificis public art, one wonders
who was the person now cast in stone or bronze?
Why was he or she honored? What invisible fac-
tors put a particular piece of art before us? What

was the impetus that captured a particular es-
sence and froze it in time? And what was the ex-
perience like for the artist? Was he or she paid
well? What was the motivation? There is in each
piece, some history, some intrigue.

These kinds of questions led me to investigate
the life of American sculptor Thomas Ridgeway
Gould (1818-1881). His “Cleopatra” in the Marble
Hall entrance of Boston’s Museum of Fine Arts
sparkles and often moves me to tears,

Who was Gould? Why did he create this
statuein 18732 What depth of feeling within him
was calling for transformation? There lies Cleo-
patra ... her face and body hold the look of pas-
sion just recently consummated. In a seeming
state of ecstasy, she is actually in her moment of
death.

Cleopatra was the Fgyptian Queen from 51 to
49 B.C. and from 48 to 30 B.C. She was noted for
her beauty and charisma. Octavian defeated the
forces led by Cleopatra and Mare Antony at
Actium in 31 The story goes that she took her
own life rather than allow Egypt to succumb to
the rule of the Romans.

Octavian, also known as Augnstus, lived from
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63 B.C. to 14 A.D. He was the first emperor of
Rome (27 B.C.-14 AD.) and the grandnephew of
Julius Caesar. The story goes that he defeated
Marc Antony and Cleopatra in 31 and subse-
quently gained control over the empire. In 29, he
was named emperor and in 27 was given the hon-
orary title Augustus,

What did Gould have in his soul that so sought
expression through his (very white and Ameri-
can-Jooking) Cleopatra?

Historical Context

It's important to look at the state of sculpture
more than 100 years ago. While classical art of
Greece and [taly is ancient, sculpture in America,
like the United Srates itself, s relatively young,
The first American sculptress, Patience Lovell
Wright (New Jersey), worked in wax around the
time of Independence (1776). In 1785, the State of
Virginia commissioned French sculptor Houdon
to erect a statue of George Washington. Other
early sculptors in America were Giussepe
Cerrachi, born in 1791 in Italy; William Rush
(1756-1852) from Philadelphia; Hezekiah Augle,
born in 1791 in Connecticut, and John Frazee,
born in 1790.

Later figures in American sculpture included
Erastus Palmer, Thomas Ball, William Wetmore
Story, Ralph Rogers, William H. Rinehard and
John Rogers. Lesser known sculptors from this
time included Dr. William Rimmer, born in Liv-
erpool in 1816 and better known for his attention
to the detail of anatomy, the understanding of
which was necessary for form and proportion in
art; Thomas Ridgeway Gould (born in Boston in
1818); Richard Saltonstall Greenough (born in Ja-
maica Plain, Massachusetts in 1819), and his
younger brother, Horatio (the first American to
deliberately choose sculpture as a profession and
to go abroad for serious study, born in 1805);
Edwin E. Brackett (born in Maine in 1819); Ed-
ward Sheffield Bartholomew (bornin Colchester,
Connecticur in 1822); Benjamin “Paul” Akers and
John Jackson Adams, (born in Maine in 1825);
Leonard Volk (born in 1828); Harriet Hosmer
(born in 1830 in Watertown, Massachusetts);
Martin Milmore (1844-1883) apprentice to
Thomas Ball; his brother Joseph Milmore
(1841-1886), a talented stonecutter, and Daniel
CheSter French, famous for the Lincoln Memo-
rial, who was born sometime later, in 1850, and
died in 1931 Beyond the scope of this paper are de-
tails of the work of each of these artists.
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Another important historical consideration
was the intrigue with which people at the time
wete viewing anything Egyptian. For example,
Dutch merchant Jacob Van Lennap of Smyrna
and consul general of the Netherlands sent a
mummy to Boston’s Massachusetts General
Hospiral (MGH) on May 4,1823. As a fundrais-
ingmeasure, this mummy became a traveling ex-
hibit to other American cities. At the end of its
tour, the mummy returned to MGH and resided
there until 1879, when it was deposited in the
Art Museum of Boston (MFA) for safekeeping,
[t was eventually returned to MGH and is called
the Ether Dome Mumimy. Through Hiero-
glyphic interpretation the name of the person
mummified was determined: Paddy Hershef.
(Details on this mummy were published in the
Boston Journal of Philosophy and the Arts, vol. 1, 1823,
pp.1-33.)

On the surface, one could leave the viewing of
Gould's Cleopatra, simply having enjoyed her
beauty. But the pathos of the Cleopatra suggests
that there is tremendously more waiting to be re-
vealed. The emotions aroused while looking at
Cleopatra suggest a certain entrainment to
Gould, a connection to his energy and spirit that
call for further exploration. Gould is not
well-known, even in his native Boston. I have
spent some time getting to know him. I have read
the intimate details of his life as recorded in his
journals and have visited his former home at 80
Pinckney Street on Boston's Beacon Hill. I visited
his family grave at Forest Hills Cemetery. I read
about the art scene in Boston at the time and
about the politics behind the Civil War. While
much of what I concluded is my interpreration of
factual events, I think there are some fascinating
links. Are they conclusive? Not at all, but they
lend yet another dimension to the subtleties be-
hind art and beauty in our world.

What questions and answers lie beneath the
surface of what we can see and touch? A life lived
long ago, recorded scantily through oral or visual
Imeans, necessitates that we must listen for
sounds, look for the clues, piece things together
to create a story that might explain why. There
are hints in the literature that suggest that while
sculpture began as a diversion, appealing to
Gould’s poetic nature, he turned his artistic in-
terests into a livelihood after the Civil War
(1861-1865). What happened to Gould, and how
did the War between the States lead to 2 new
profession, in fact driving him to move in 1868
with his family from Boston to Florence, Italy?
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In compiling a list of Gould’'s work, I was
struck by the breadth of this subject matter.
There are works of Shakespearean figures, mythi-
cal figures and royalty suchas Cleopatraand King
Kamehameha 1. Because of his theatrical inter-
ests, he had a connection to the Booth family. [
wondered if the friendship in any way affected his
decisions as an artist, given the assassination of
President Abraham Lincoln on April 14,1865 by
someone he knew. This detail became my thesis,
ina sense. | believe the passion expressed in Cleo-
patra harkens back to the passion he carried
about the assassination.

The most telling intimacy of his life is found in
his three volume journals, kept from the bequest
of Everett Jansen Wendell in 1918 at the Hought-
on Library at Harvard University. Volume 1 be-
gins in March 1850 and moves through
September 1854 (Gould age 32 to 36). Volume 2
begins in September 1862 and moves through
September 1863 (Gould age 44-47). There is no
Volume 3 to be found at the Houghton Library.
Volume 4 ®overs November 1866-1868 (years
leading up to his departure to Italy).

In reading these volumes, | saw him as a soul-
ful, practical person, an artist with a strong inter-
est in theater and in the depth of expression. He

was anobserver of the politics of the time, nation-
ally, locally and in the art world. He expressed his
observations with deep sensitivity. He expressed
intense desires. Much of his forcefulness was
somewhat hidden from view, but revealed was an
emotional nature with powerful feelings and
sense of purpose. Imaginative and determined, he
seemed to have great deal of personal magnetism.
He was unrelenting, sometimes controlling, but
always passionate and appealing to the loftier
realms.

Itisnotentirely clear what his family situation
was. His birth certificate indicates he was born
November 6, 1818, 2 white male, born to John
Ridgeway Gould and Ann. His death certificate,
from Florence, says he died November 27,1881 It
lists his parents as John Gould and Anna
Ridgeway, and his wife as Rebecca Spregell. The
cemetery records in Boston say he died “at age 63,
0 months and 20 days” (which would have been
November 26, not November 27) and that he was
buried at Forest Hills on February 11, 1882, The
cemetery plot contains a number of people:

e His brother Samuel, born November 14,

1822 and died at age 59, May 11, 1881

e Samuel's wife, Louise Matilda Gould, born
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September 12, 1828 and died July 29,1969 at
age 41.

e Samuel (Jr.), sonof Louise and Samuel, born
March 16,1865 and died at age 28 on March
8,1893.

® His mother, Ann, born February 18,1792 at
Tusket, Nova Scotia, and died May 3, 1886
in Boston, at age 94.

© His son, Marshall, born in February 1856
and died amonth or so before he turned Slin
1907. He was buried January 9, 1907,

e His wife, Rebecca, born January 29, 1836
and died May 23 or 24, 1916. She was buried
May 26, 1916, the last of the family to be in-
cluded in the plot.

A few other people were interred on Septem-
ber 22,1969, the year Louise died and the plot was
purchased by Samuel. These include Agnes and
Walter, who possibly were cousins or friends,
and two women, who might have been sisters of
Louise, and someone named John Meer. The de-
tails are sketchy. Missing, of course, are John
Gould, Thomas’ father, who died when Thomas
was a young boy, and Alfred Gould, Thomas’ sec-
ond son. The plot is also noted as the site of an-
other of his sculptures, “Ascending Spirit.”

As a young man, Thomas Ridgeway Gould
worked successfully as a representative for his
brother John's profitable dry-goods firm, which
operated out of New Orleans. When time permit-
ted, and for relaxation, he engaged in drawing
and modeling as a hobby, and for a while in the
early 1850s, worked alongside William Wetmore
Story in the studio of Boston painter Seth
Cheney, his friend from youth, whodied in the fall
of 1856.

Gould married Rebecca Spregell from Phila-
delphia in the spring of 1854, just before his
thirty-sixth birthday. Becky was only eighteen.
He writes that she was, above all, the queen of
Egypt in her beauty. They had two children: Mar-
shall (Shandy), born in February 1856, and Alfred
(Alf), born in July 1859. They lived at 80 Pinckney
Street; rented 54 Chestnut Street for a year in
1864, before anticipating a leave for Furope in Oc-
tober, 1865. (The trip was postponed, however,
because of a cholera epidermnic in Furope.) Later,
they lived at I5 McLean Street, which he rented
before going to Europe.

In 1858, when he was forty, Gould developed
mere in the area of sculpting. The Civil War be-
gan in 1861, As it turned out, the war somehow
proved ruinous for Gould from a business point of
view, but he had some measure of practicality and
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enough connections to turn to modeling por-
traits for a living. In 1862, he had business invest-
ments in Boston and mentions his brother Sam’s
New Manufacturer's Insurance office on State
Street. He held shares and had investments in
Boston. He looked for fortune, as his was falter-
ing, and had oil on his Pennsylvania property. But
his financial situation depended on his brother's
affairs. He pointed out in January 1863 that the
Emancipation Proclamation might have swept
away ar once the responsibility of all his brother's
debtors. He goes on to say he received a sample of
cotton, the first grown in South Carolina by free
labor. The dry goods of cotton and cloth were tied
up to the slave market in the south; despite his fi-
nancial connections, he was a supporter of free-
dom for all.

While developing sculpting skills and recog-
nizing the business was failing, he used Willie
Fumess's studio in the Studio Building, with
Martin Milmore helping him out at Thomas
Ball's studio. He rented a coldlittle room on Tre-
mont overlooking the river. On January 6, 1867,
he gave up business and took on sculpting as a
profession and means of livelihood. He rented a
studio room at the Studio Building on Tremont
Street in 1867.

In addirion to being a sculptor, Gould, like
many artistic types, crossed over into literature
and mythology for images and ideas. Gould was
particularly fond of Shakespeare.

According to Ednah Dow Cheney, the wife of
Gould's friend, Seth, Gould had a remarkable
ability to imitate celebrated actors, especially
Booth, and he filled one with horror as he recited
tragic pieces. Also in 1868, Gould published The
Tragedian, a book on Junius Brutus Booth’s life
and career. He did so as 4 means of income, but
also as a tribute to one whose talent he so ad-
mired,

The War ended in 1865, but it ended with the
horrendous calamity—the assassination of Presi-
dent Lincoln on April 14, 1865. There is a saying
that one is judged by the company he keeps. Afer
the assassination, there was the bum’s rush on
things associated with the theater and with any-
thing or anyone associated with the Booths.
Many people were arrested. Yet it speaks to how
art, theater and Hrerature blend and become a
subtle voice for the politics of the day. What sa-
cred geometry lies among Gould, Junius Booth,
his sons Edwin and John Wilkes, and even Abra-
ham Lincoln? And how does this relate to Gould’s
Cleopatra? Let’s look at the charts.
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Thomas Ridgeway Gould

Thomas Ridgeway Gould’s chart is a sunrise
chart, sourced from cemetery records. No time is
recorded for his bixth (November 6, 1818, Boston,
Massachusetts). Gould’s energy is fairly concen-
trated. Sun in Scorpio, along with Mercury and
Mars trine Saturn, Chiron and Pluto in Pisces.
Moon, depending on the time of birth, would be
between 23 Aquarius and 7 Pisces. Uranus, Nep-
tune and Venus in Sagittarius trine the North
Node, and Jupiter is in Capricorn sextile to Sat-
urn. Nice chart for a sculptor!

Junius Brutus Booth was born May 1, 1796 at
145 p.m. (Lois Rodden B rating, from biography)
in London, one of three children of a London sil-
versmith. He was, ironically, named for Junius
Brutus, an ancestor of Caesar’s assassin. He aban-
doned a wife and son in Brussels, sailing to Nor-
folk, Virginia from Madeira on a ship named The
Two Brothers with Mary Ann Holmes, a flower
seller. They had ten children; four died. Of the six
remaining, there was Junius Brutus, Jr. (born in
the 1820s) *1second son, Edwin Thomas; adaugh-
ter, Rosalie; a daughter, Asia; a third son, John
Wilkes Booth; and a fourth son, Joseph. Junius
Brutus Booth was a wild drinker and was consid-

ered mad. But he was considered one of the finest
actors of the day. Gould’s book on him is subti-
tled: “The Histrionic Genius of Junius Brutus
Booth.”
Astrological highlights in relation to Gould in-
clude:
e Mercury and Sunin Taurus, exactly opposi-
tion Gould’s Mercury (Gould writing)
© Moon, 26 Aquarius, conjunct Pluto at 28
Aquarius, suggesting 2 Moon position for
Gould
@ Venus, 25 Gemini, opposition Mars, 29 Sag-
ittarius, connecting to Gould’s Nep-
tune-Venus
@ Jupiter, 7 Pisces, near Gould's Saturn and
opposition Uranus at 3 Virgo square
Gould's Pisces planets

e Saturn, 12 Gemini, opposition Gould's Ura-
nus

e Neptune, 7 Scorpio, near Gould's Mercury

e Ascendant,13 Virgo, square Gould’s Satura

Booth’s oldest son, Junius, became a stage
manager, married a prostitute and ventured off to
California during the Gold Rush of 1849.

The second son, Edwin Booth, was born No-
vember 13,1833 at 7:00 p.m. in Bel Air, Maryland.
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(This dara is a Lois Rodden C rating, as the origi-
nal source is not known.) In his book American
Gothic, Gene Smith writes that Edwin was born
on a night of a meteor shower, was gifted to see
ghosts and, further, was born under a lucky star.
Venus opposition Jupiter square Neptune does-
't seem too lucky—a double-edged sort of huck,
perhaps in reation to his father.

Of significance to Gould is the following:

o His Mars is exactly conjunct Gould's Mars

at 17 Scorpio

e Bornaweek later than Gould, his Sunisalso

in Scorpio, but at a later degree
o His Moon at 21 Sagittarius is conjunct
Gould's Uranus

e His Uranus is 18 Aquarius, possibly near
Gould’s Moon

e His 29 Gemini Ascendant is opposition
Gould's Venus

o His Nodes are related to Gould's Jupiter.

He started his career as a caretaker of his fa-
ther, who’s drunken nature needed oversight. At
age sixteen, young Edwin himself took to the
stage, playing for the first time at the Boston Mu-
seumn in September 1849. Gould, older by fifteen
years, undoubtedly was struck in his observa-
tions, particularly for comparison sake.

At some point, Junius, Jr. convinced Edwin
and their father to join him in San Francisco. In
July 1852 the elder Junius didn't want to act any-
more. He urged his son to work on his own.
Junius was tired and he wanted to go home from
San Francisco to Baltimore. He took a steamer
from New Orleans to Cincinnati and, along the
way, got a fever and drank from Mississippi River
water. He never recovered.

Edwin was nineteen. He was very distressed
that he had left his father alone to die and soon be-
came a wild drinker himself. He settled in San
Francisco and, when things slumped there, he
went to Australia, played in Hawaii, Samoa, Ta-
hiti, making the acquaintance of King
Kamehameha IV, who wanted to see Edwin play
Richard 11 because he had seen his father play it
some time before. (Herein lies the link to Gould's
becoming the sculptor for the King Kamehameha
statue in Honolulu.)

Edwin returned to Boston in 1856 and married
Mary Devlin in July 1860. They lived in
Borchester, Massachusetts and had one daugh-
ter, Edwina (eventually Mrs. Grossman, who had
at least one son). Mary died of pneumoniain Feb-
ruary 1863 and is buried at Mt. Auburn Cemetery
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in Cambridge. Edwin was in a drunken stupor at
the time and did not come to Mary's bedside be-
fore she died. Edwin was devastated, and he
halted his drinking.

Edwin was most well known for his stand of
100 nights playing Hamlet in Boston. Statues
were erected for him as Hamlet in late 1864/early
1865. He wore a miniature of his father on a chain
and called the Ghost of Hamlet “father” with in-
escapable pathos. In his time of financial stress,
Gould turned to him for patronage, suggesting he
purchase the piece related to his father that
Gould worked on.

Edwin had a stroke in New York on April 19,
1893 and died a few months later on June 7, 1893
at 1:00 am. while a lightning storm raged. The
service for Edward was held June 9 in New York
inachurchat 29th near 5th Avenue. After the ser-
vice, Edwin's body was put on a train to Boston
for burial at Mt. Auburn Cemetery, next to his
wife Mary (Molly) Devlin Boom. Several hundred
people were present.

(An interesting and eerie aside, according to
legend, as recorded in Gene Smith's book: After
the assassination of Lincoln, the Ford's Theater
building was transformed into the War Depart-
ment’s Records and Pensions Division. Simulta-
neous to Edwin's funeral, the building caved in! It
was repaired, and seventy years later, was recon-
structed to again look like Ford's Theater, com-
plete with 2 museum.)

John Wilkes Booth, the third son of Junius
Brutus Boom was born May 10, 1838, at 5:00 p.m.
in Bel Air, Maryland (Lois Rodden DD rating;
time isnot backed up), and born, supposedly, un-
der a very bad star (Saturn-Mercury opposition,
perhaps, or maybe the Jupiter-Uranus opposi-
tion).

Of significance to Gould:

e His Taurus Sun opposed Gould’s Mars

e His Uranus was conjunct Gould’s Saturn

To read the story of this Booth, you wonder
where he went wrong. Junius, his father, was out
and about and died when John Wilkes was fif-
teen. Despite this, John Wilkes seemed a most af-
fable and dashing young man, full of charm and
talent and connection: Libra rising, Taurus Sun,
Sagittarius Moon. He too was a prominent actor
and seemed to be doing well. He owned real es-
tate on Commonwealth Avenue in Boston and
hobnobbed with prominent individuals. He was
quietly engaged to Lucy Hale, the daughter of
Senator Hale, the minister of Spain under Lin-
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coln. John Wilkes Booth escorted Lucy to Lin-
coln’s inaugural ball in Washington on March 4,
1865, a month before the assassination.

But some claim he had the same hereditary
madness as his father Junius. It's there in the
chart: Jupiter opposition Uranus, just like his fa-
ther, in similar degrees and opposite signs, Nep-
tune in the fourth house. And he held an intense
rebellious streak, viewing Lincoln as an odious
tyrant oppressing a Southern state.

Through Edwin, Gould knew John Wilkes. He
writes about him and his acting, John Wilkes
came to Boston to see about his real estate deals.
There were opportunities to socialize, and Gould
writes of these. Of particular interest is the se-
ance events they attended together in 1863, This
was the year that Edwin's wife Mary died and the
year that Edwin, so devastated by his absence due
to drunken stupor, made a come-around. Gould
writes of discussion he had with Edwin about
spiritnal experiences, projects and surmises.

Spiritualism is a philosophy and method of
communicaging with the dead. Spiritualists use
seances and mediums to gain revelation. Often,
even today, people who have lost a loved one, who
have unfinished business with them, seek the

counsel of mediums to make a connection, to get
closure, to put things to rest for good. Many
prominent spiritualists are buried at Forest Hills,
the same cemetery where Gould is buried. [t was
a movement in Boston at the time,

Of mediumship, Gould writes that he had
“tested this strange and inexplicable claim of the
return of the traveler from the undiscovered
country” and was half convinced. Torry, Cheney,
J'W. Booth “communicated through a medium, a
man of trivial and sensual aspect and superficial
mind. Yet the reports were characteristic and
moved me. I could discover no trick. If the me-
dium is clairvoyant, sees into my mind, then to
see what [ am not continuously conscious of is it-
self a wide-eyed wonder. I found the subject on
further experiment not fertilizing, the inquisi-
tion bootless, and it les suspended in my mind,
adding a vague something to the mystery of our
being and reaching forward but finding no cer-
tain foothold on the afterlife (p. 76. 1863 Vol-
ume)

Even in 1863, there were questions about the
legitimacy of this method of connection to the
spirit world. One problem with spiritualism is
that sometimes people who are open, with no
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boundaries, can be infilerated by hovering enti-
ties who may have negative intent. While Edwin
Booth might have been trying to connect with his
heloved deceased wife, Mary, and Gould might
have been curious and trying to connect to his
dead father, or maybe his beloved friend, Seth
Cheney, who knew about John Wilkes; maybe
his father, or maybe that fourth house Neptune
Jeft him with no boundaries, susceptible to hov-
ering forces, opening him up to the madness soon
to follow.

The chart of Abraham Lincoln (Lois Rodden B
rating, from biography) shows he was born Feb-
ruary 12, 1809 at 6:54 am. in Hodgenville, Ken-
tucky.

e 22 Aquarius rising, Sun at 23 Aquarius

square to ].W. Booth's Saturn

e Mercury, Pluto Jupiter in Pisces conjunct

Gould’s Sarurn, Chiron, and Pluto
Venus in Aries conjunct J.W. Booth’s Venus
e Moon, 26 Capricotn
& o Fighth house Mars conjunct J.W. Booth’s
Ascendant
e Uranus and North Node opposition J.W.
Booth's Mars

e Saturn and Neptune conjunct J.W. Booth’s
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Moon

I find it fascinating that Lincoln had been a
lover of theater (Aquarius-Leo Ascendant-De-
scendant polarity) and had premonitions of his
own death in dreams (heavy first house Pisces,
with Neptune as the most elevated planet).

After Lincoln's assassination, the entire theat-
rical community and acting profession were un-
der attack. The most important facts are that
Junius, the father, had been dead since 1852.
Junius, Jr. was in Cincinnati the night of the as-
sassination, but was arrested and imprisoned
nonetheless. Edwin had been appearing in
Roston the night of the assassination on April 14,
1865. Many associates were arrested. According
to some writers, the shock for those who knew
the man who shot Lincoln was beyond descrip-
tion. There were rumors that Edwin Booth had
Killed Lincoln (even though he was in Bostonand
New York), and he was subpoenaed. He was put
under house arrest and urged to leave New York
and the country. While the press sympathized
with him, they felt he'd never be able to go before
the public bearing his name again. Nothing but
love poured out for him from his friends, which
saved him from madness. He expressed that he




was “oppressed by a private woe not to be ex-
pressed in words. On behalf of the Booth family,
be sent off a paid notice to the newspapers, ex-
pressing sympathy to fellow citizens and “abhor-
rence and detestation for the most foul and
atrocious of crimes.” Some of his sculptor friends
did not leave him alone at such a trying time.

The themes and flow of history are intriguing.
Junius Brutus Booth was named after an ancestor
of the assassin of Julius Caesar. When John
Wilkes ran off the stage after shooting Lincoln, he
cried: “Freedom!” and “Sic semper tyrannis.” (“This
always to tyrants,” which was the motto of the
state of Virginja. This is also what Brutus said
when he struck down Caesar, but Shakespeare
did not use it in Hamlet.)

Edwin had just finished playing Hamlet for 100
nights. The April Harper's, on the stands at the
time, wrote: “The tragedy of Hamlet is not only
the vital curiosity about existence, the mastering
love of life which almost subdues his soul with
fear and doubt, and keeps it tense with eager
questioning; but it is the conviction of 2 mind
morbid with this continual strain that it is amost
sacred duty to end another life, to plunge a guilty
soul into the abyss.”

And John Wilkes Booth believed he was doing
his duty, dying for his country and what he be-
lieved in. After the conspiracy/assassination, af-
ter the broken leg, after the ten-day hideout, John
Wilkes Booth was run out of 2 burning barn, shot
in the neck (eighth house Mercury opposition
Saturn), was immediately paralyzed and died
very shortly thereafter. His last words were: “Tell
mother, tell mother. I died for my country. I did
what | thought was best.” And gasping, looking
at his hands, he uttered the words “useless, use-
less.” Perhaps this was his mother’s philosophy in
raising the fatherless boy from age fifteen: Do
what you think is best. Useless hands—how very
much a Mercury-Saturn opposition concern!

After being beheaded during the autopsy
(Algol 25 Taurus, very close to eighth cusp) and
after three vertebrae were removed, Booth was
buried in a gun case in the floor of the Old Peni-
tentiary later that month (April 1865). In October
1867, he was moved to the bottom of a warehouse
on the eastern side of the Washington Arsenal
Grounds, along with the other four conspirators
who were tgied and hanged. All the bodies were
eventually turned over to the families in February
1869. Booth’s body was identified by the family on
February 17,1869, and he was buried in the family
plot at Greenmount, in Baltimore, Maryland

(wheré Junius Sr., Mrs. Booth, Rosalie, Asia and
Joe were eventually buried). The funeral director
asked Edwin if he wanted to mark the unmarked
grave. Edwin’s reply was: “Leave that as it is.”

Booth Family and Gould's Cleopatra

The story of the Booth family tragedy and the
connection to Gould's Cleopatra and her expres-
sion of pathos, as if just touched by Marc Antony,
is conjured up again. Gould, with his friendship
with the father and the son Fdwin, his deep ap-
preciation for the depths of Shakespeare, with his
own “remarkable ability to imitate celebrated ac-
tors, especially Booth,” probably knew that on
November 18,1864, the three Booth brothers ap-
peared together in a production of Julius Caesar,
It was a benefit, the proceeds of which would go
to an erection of a statue of Shakespeare in New
York’s Central Park (sculptor unknown). The el-
der Booth was now dead; Junius Jr., not usually
an actor, played Cassius; Edwin played Brutus,
and John Wilkes played Marc Antony. Both
Edwin and Asia described John Wilkes as ap-
pearing “so perfectly handsome.”

Perhaps this moment, this event, was in
Gould's mind as he worked to process the genius
of the Booth actors, which flipped into a personal
and national devastation just a few short months
later. Perhaps he saw the blend between death
and passion and captured the look of consum-
mated passion on his Cleopatra, as if she had just
been touched by a dashing and thrilting, “so per-
fectly handsome” Marc Antony.

There's beauty and power in Gould's Cleopa-
tra, unspoken passion, specific intention, mixed
with sex as a moment of ecstasy, of madness, of
death. The consummation by passionate touch,
by selection of death by poisoncus snake, be-
comes a metaphor for Booth’s intentional ending
of Lincoln’s life and, by design, his own. On stage
and in his glory, shining the spotlight on his fam-
ily's deepest dysfunctions, John Wilkes Booth’s
own undoing was inherited family madness. It
was dormant and, perhaps, only woke up during
a seance of 1863.

In Cleopatra, Gould captures the essence of re-
lease from unspeakable torment. That Gould
could transcend the torment of his own horror at
the assassination—an insult to his own sense of
justice and righteousness—and the torment of
his friend Edwin define his mastery as an artist.
Business transactions or words, perhaps, could

Passions Continued on Page 77
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By John Willner, CA, NCGR

PR ince 9/11, many astrologers have speculated
» about a horoscope for Usama bin Ladin, the
e chief suspect. Addressing this chart with-
out abirth time could be a problem, but methods
are available that can be used successfully by any
competent astrologer. The objective of this arti-
cle is to show how it can be done.

Producing an accurate horoscope without an
available birth time and provingit is correct canbe
expedited by following strict procedures and us-
ing available data and computer software ori-
ented toward maximum accuracy. These
techniques have been applied to numerous other
stthjects with outstanding success.

Bin Ladin is an elusive character, disappearing
when people try tofind him and constantly on the
move. Reporters can’t even agree on the spelling
of his name. It has been printed as Osama, Usama,
Usamah—Bin, bin and Ben-—Laden and Ladin.
The U..S. State Department used the spelling
given in the title of this article.

Toproceed with this investigation, binLadin’s
birth date must be established. One can make
progress without a reported birth time, although
the date and place of birth must be known. In any
such undertaking, the higher the accuracy of
data, the better the chance of achieving a correct
horoscope. Moreover, the chances are greatly im-
proved if all calculations are carried out to a
higher level of accuracy than is normally prac-
ticed. The main reason for these guidelines is to
ebtain progressed aspects that match actual
dates of events. One must ascertain birth times
accurate to a fraction of a second to achieve this
objective. Latitude and longitude of birth must
also be accurate to the nearest second of arc.
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Checking Internet sources, no fewer than five
dates have been quoted for the birth of Usamabin
Ladin, and a majority agrees he was born in Ri-
yadh, Saudi Arabia. The one date repeated most
often is July 30, 1957. Numerous tests carried out
during this investigation indicate that date is
correct, although a small residue of doubt
remains. Hence, the results must be labeled spec-
ulative. Yet readers can judge for themselves how
credible my results are by the bigger truths a
horoscope always reveals, and this one reveals a
lot.

Information that warrants the highest accu-
racy is the latitude and longitude where the
mother gave birth. These inputs had to be com-
promised. The best source available was The New
York Times Atlas of the World. The use of the scaled
printed map and a calculator yielded a latitude of
24N39:12 and a Jongitude of 44E43:30. It would
have heen betrer to identify the precise spot in
the city of Riyadh where birth took place, had
such information been available. An exact loca-
tion might have changed some of the seconds in
latitude or longitude, and that could, in turn,
have affected the calculated tme of birth. How-
ever, the likely timing deviations from this cause
should be comparatively small. Yet, another
small increment of uncertainty is imposed.

Certain standardized steps are followed to
home in on an exact horoscope.

Step 1—Rising Sign

Step 1, mainly because it is so visible and com-
paratively easy to check, is determination of the
rising sign. The sign on the Ascendant must




match the physical appearance and mental char-
acteristics of the individual, irrespective of race,
skin color or nationality. These relationships are
just as valid today as they were hundreds of years
ago. Experienced astrologers will recognize in-
stantly that Usama bin Ladin has Virgo rising. He
is tall, thin and has triangular features. The fol-
lowing passage from The Rising Sign Problem’
should provide the necessary background and ra-
tionale for this statement:

“Physical Characteristics. Virgo on the As-
cendant features a triangular head. Almost any-
one who studied geometry knows that a triangle
has three sides and it does not look like a
four-sided rectangle. Thus, the Virgo head is
wedge shaped, having a top, a left slanting side
and a right slanting side. The intersection of the
two sides forms a point. Virgo chins may not nec-
essarily be as sharp as a point, but they are narrow
and sometimes appear to be chopped off as
though scissors had cut them off. The mouth is
usually small to average in width, and the lips are
likely ro be thin rather than full. Another feature
is the nose. it is usually straight, or very slightly
arched, and down pointing. The bridge is usually
thin, Exceptions doexist, but not often. The stat-
ure is typically medium to tall, although once
again weight is often added with age.

“The body in youth is normally wiry. Almost
every Virgo rising individual is conscious of
health and germs. Time is set aside for exercises,
sports or other activities to keep their bodies in
good shape. The Virgo rising body displays an at-
titude of preciseness, of knowing many facts and
ol a desire to be faultless. Yet they can be witty in
their own fun-seeking way of twisting facts for
this purpose.

“The sign before Virgo is Leo. The sign after
Virgois Libra. Leo has a rectangular head, and Li-
bra has an ovate one. The possibility of making a
mistake among this trio should be remote. The
Virgo triangle is distinctly different.

“Mental Characteristics. The sign Virgo on
the Ascendant is symbolized by the image of a
Virgin holding a stalk of wheat (stylized modem
versions do not always show the wheat). The in-
tention of the symbol makers was to convey the
idea of youth, in this case female, who examines
every aspect of life in detail, always wanting to
be right. The wheat symbolizes nourishment,
and the Virgo person is forever conscious of
what constitutes good nourishment. Sometimes
ideas are approached with equal weight in the
material world, where they are really unequal, as

is often the case with academics. Correctness to
a Virgo person applies to everything, regardless
of other priorities. Being pure and faultless is a
goal. Having good health and being germ-free is
another. Cleanliness is an important virtue.
Some Virgos have a fear of germs and they will
take precautionary measures to avoid contacts
that might cause them to spread. But to go fur-
ther, Virgo is a mutable earth sign. Thus Virge
favors practicality and productivity. They easily
go along with the rest of the crowd. They often
do the hard, detailed work for less than average
credit. The secretary-treasurer of an organiza-
tion is a typical position. They usually are good
students; good with numbers, and their minds
are reservoirs of facts. A Virgo rising boy who
likes sports will know the batting averages of
ball players or other statistics. A Virgo rising girl
who likes clothes will be good at needlework, if
she makes them, or will show extraordinary dis-
crimination and good taste in the choice of
dresses, if she is in a position to buy them. They
arerarely showy or ostentatious. The single word
that best describes their behavior is probably dis-
crimination. When highly developed they have
marvelous powers of subjecting every thought to
the crucible of their own criticism, separating the
wheat from the chafe. The best practical choices
are then made.

“An undeveloped or negative Virgo rising per-
son can be critical of everyone and every thing.
The nose-prying maiden aunt, or elderly unmar-
ried French concierge, comes to mind. These are
the spinsters who continually talk about other
people’s business, but may have led disastrons
lives themselves. Every procedure must be done
their way. They invariably see flaws. Their opin-
ions of others are frequently disdainful. Worst of
all, for such opinionated individuals, is to receive
criticisms about themselves. Because of this con-
cern for always making the right choice, many of
them wind up unmarried.

“The advanced or positive Virgo rising person
is reserved, fastidious, knowledgeable, capable
and funny or comic. They usually keep their dis-
tance and are not imposing toward others. They
are often well read and do not suffer many illu-
sions. Learning, maintaining a sound body, mak-
ing the best judgments and a stream of good
accomplishments characterize their lives. Per-
forming any task requiring attention to detail is
well within their grasp. It is not likely that they
wouldspare themselves whenhelping out. Fither
private or public resources are handled simply
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and frugally. Most of the time their expenditures
are wise. If a choice of marriage partner is ulti-
mately made, Virgo will work hard at making the
marriage a success and willnormally be very good
with the children. Elaborate rituals, however, are
vsually regarded as a waste of time. To do good
things and be faithful to ideals is important. To
examine every proposition in the light of its real
value is even more important. Madison Avenue
and tinsel do not necessarily represent good val-
ues, and not even in their food do they ordinarily
like a profusion of condiments.”

The underlying Sun sign has a significant in-
fluence, blending in with the rising sign and caus-
ing modifications to the basic tendencies. Also,
any planet conjunct or parallel the Ascendant
will have a specialized influence. On July 30 of
any year, the Sunisin Leo. This causes Usama bin
Ladin to be more of a leader than a follower. It
causes him to assume central roles, rather than
subordinate roles. With Virgo rising he is not
simply the collector of facts, but a proactive user
and dispenser of facts. His beliefs are not tobe op-
posed because he is certain that he knows best.
The people around him are not eguals, but sub-
jects who wiil do his bidding. They will carry out
his meticulous plans.

Ascertaining the rising sign confines a proper
birth time to roughly a two-hour range because
twelve signs divide into twenty-four hours two
times. The tilt of Earth's axis, the latitude of
birth and season of the year will cause varia-
tions. However, this broad first step at timing
starts the procedure, and it is remarkable how
many changes in viewpoint result from its
proper application.

Step 2—Planets in Houses

Step 2 is areview of planets in houses to ascer-
tain whether they belong,. This step is not main-
stream. However, it has been very effective in
establishing agreement between the horoscope
and the person involved. Judgments are generally
applied after a tentative horoscope has been cal-
culated. Planets near cusp boundaries deserve
special attention because they provide either/or
options. The planet and its influences can only be
associated with one house and not the adjoining
gne. Given two clear-cut choices, the correct
placement should be obvious. If a shift is re-
quired, this means the tentative birth time must
be changed (usually earlier) for the planet to
showupin the correct house. When making such
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a change, all other planets must shift house posi-
tions accordingly, and they must maintain their
correct house placements as well. Some might
feel awkward tampering with a birth time like
this, but remember that for this subject we
started with none. Also, Step 2 fits into the larger
plan of realizing total fanctionality.

The studied characteristics of planets apply.
For example, Saturn causes fear, caution, delay or
restriction in relation to the house meaning. Jupi-
ter causes expansion, for better or for worse. Ura-
nus verges toward surprise and the technical,
modem, electrical or magnetic. Neptune gener-
ally permits illusions to cccur. Such illusions can
add drama or sophistication, but may include de-
ceit and fraud. Otherwise, the nature of the house
is embellished in some unique way. Pluto gener-
ally conveys power and efficiency. Sun confers
energy and creativity. Moon is fast moving and
often indicates changes throughout life. Moon
also relates to popularity and memories. Mercury
ig associated with motion, communications and
animated activity. Venus confers an artistic or so-
cial bent. Mars generally causes sports or military
tendencies and susceptibility to accidents. These
connotations have been given in only a few
words, but there is general agreement about
what they mean.

Another factor frequently overlooked is the
association of a planet with the life’s work.
Michelle Gaunquelin, for example, showed that
Mars was prominent in the horoscopes of profes-
sional athletes, His results were skewed by the
fact that unverified horoscopes were used, but
the main point was made to those with under-
standing. Mars also applies to military officers.
The question naturally arises that if Mars can so
definitely atrract certain professions, then would
not other planets do the same?

We need to look at the prominence of any
planet. A planet is prominent when in a cardinal
house or when parallel or conjunct the major an-
gles. Prominence can also increase when it is con-
junct or parallel the lights. Cases often arise
where the planet occupies a cadent house, but
the declination is parallel a major angle. These
cases of prominence might be missed if the decli-
nations are not critically examined. Should this
line of reasoning hold, then it would be perfectly
natural to find Neptune prominent in the horo-
scopes of movie actors and actresses; Jupiter
prominent in the horoscopes of entrepreneurs;
Uranus prominent in the horoscopes of engi-
neers, electricians and astrologers; Mercury
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prominent in the horoscopes of reporters, an-
nouncers and broadcasters; and Venus promi-
nent in the horoscopes of artists and decorators.

When these conditions do not prevail and the
individual is a well-known person, then the en-
tire horoscope comes under suspicion. When an
adjustment (achieved by changing the birth
time) causes the planet under consideration to
increase in prominence, the investigator needs to
be alert to such a possibility. Adjustments from
Step 2 can often close in on a horoscope time
within minutes of being correct.

Step 2 has been discussed at some length be-
cause of its probable unfamiliarity to many as-
trologers and because certain of these points
apply to binLadin. Figure I gives his horoscope so
the methodology can be studied.

Start with Pluto, for example. Pluto conjoins
Mars in his twelfth house, a perfect placement for
someone who spends his life doing harm to oth-
ers, Yet the vwelfth house is cadent, and one
might at first believe prominence was lacking,
However, Pluto is paralle! bin Ladin’s
Midheaven. The planet of utmost poweris sitting
on his major angle of reputation. Pluto can rise to

the greatest heights or sink to the lowest depths.
No horoscope with this placement has ever been
witnessed for a person who was not animportant
figure in society (for better or for worse).

Look at other declinations. Saturn is
contraparallel Uranus. That is an explosive com-
bination if there ever was one. Uranus sits up in
the eleventh house conjunct his Sun, and that
conveys much more energy than average (con-
tributing to prominence). Yet Saturn conjoins
bin Ladin’s IC, an angle. Saturn is where fear re-
sides. Can you now see Saturn in Sagittarius for a
man who runs because he fears being in a dwell-
ing more than two nights in arow (even in caves,
so the rumors go)? Moreover, Saturn being near
the fourth house cusp is a good test case. Should
Saturn be in the third house or the fourth honse?
Seasoned astrologers should have a ready answer
to that question. Third house Saturn would indi-
cate a local environment of confinement and a
fear of leaving it. Fourth house Saturn indicates a
stern parent and fears or restraints related to his
home life.

Mercury is parallel Venus, conjunct Venus
and conjunct bin Ladin's Ascendant. This config-
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uration contributes to running and being ex-
pelled. Mercury and Venus are in a cadent house,
but they are conjunct his Ascendant. Being near
this major Ascendant cusp, one can ask whether
these two planets belong in the twelfth house or
the first house. If in the latter, artistic qualities
would be much more likely to show. Where they
are in the twelfth house contributes to actions
against humanity. Venus so near his Ascendant
probably causes his lips to be slightly fuller than
for the average Virgorising person and adds a cer-
tain Venusian quality, or sociability, within his
Islamic sphere of influence.

Then, bin Ladin’s second-house Neptunein Li-
bra could indicate making money through decep-
tive means and the use of money for fraudulent or
deceptive purposes. Since Neptune is
contraparallel his Ascendant (parallel his De-
scendant), prominence is significantly increased.
Use of his money to cement relationships be-
comes much more likely. His moneyis reported to
have flowed into al Quaeda, the terrorist base.

Uranus is another planet near a cusp. In this
situation, one might ask whether Uranus belongs
in the eleventh house or the twelfth. If in the eley-
enth, modern technology would be an integral
part of his plans, bolstered by the dominating in-
fluence of Leo. If in the twelfth, he would person-
ally apply modem technology in his projects. Itis
well known that members of al Quaeda, who do
his dirty work, make use of modern technology.

Since Uranus sits on one side of the twelfth
house cusp, Venus sits on the sameside of the first
house cusp and Saturn sits on the other side of the
fourth house cusp, timing of this horoscope had
to be sufficiently precise for placements of these
three planets within degrees of their respective
cusps. Without going into the mathematics,
horoscope timing has now been defined to within
several minutes of the one that is correct.

Step 3—Progressions

Step 3 is to run progressions for important
events and check that appropriate progressed as-
pects fall within maximum orbs of four minutes.
Testing progressed aspects against event dates is
the most important test of all. When progressed
aspects consistently match event dates within
prbs of less that four minutes (a subjective value},
the horoscope can be judged verified. To perform
this test with skill, we must have several major
events in Usama bin Ladin’s life. Those are not
necessarily easy to come by because his participa-
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tion is supposed to be indirect in so many cases.
However, for purposes of this study a short list of
dated events is given below:

e February 23,1993—World Trade Center in
New York was hit by a car bomb.

e October 3-4,1993-Explosion in
Mogadishu, Somalia killed eighteen Ameri-
can servicemen.

e November13,1995-Bomb exploded outside
Riyadh, killing two Indians and nineteen

Americans.
e August 23, 1996—Usama bin Ladin de-
clared a Jihad (holy war).

® February 23, 1998-~Usama bin Ladin de-
clared a second fatwa against the U.S.

e February 26, 1998—TIME magazine inter-
viewed Usama bin Ladin.

e August 7, 1998-U.S. embassies in Nairobi,
Kenya, and Dar es Salaam, Tanzania, were
hombed.

e August 20, 1998—United States bombed
Al-Shifa pharmaceutical (chemical weap-
ons) factory and destroyed a terrorist camp
in Khost, Afghanistan.

o Qctober 12, 2000—A small boat exploded
next to the USS Cole in Aden, Yemen; sev-
enteen servicemen were killed.

e September 11, 2001-Four passenger aircraft
were hijacked and flown into the World
Trade Center and the Pentagon. Evidence
indicates that passengers in the fourth air-
craft fought back, and the mission was
probably aborted by crashing into Pennsyl-
vania farmland.

Within thisgroup one event stands out as hav-
ing been perpetrated by Usama bin Ladin—his
declaration of a Jihad. Running progressions for
that day, based upon the horoscope in Figure 1,
the results are as shown in Figure 2. Progressed
Mars was conjunct his natal Moon within
00°00:F, progressed Mercury was conjunct his
natal Moon within 00°03:7’ and progressed Mars
and Mercury were conjunct each other within
00°03:8. Moreover, progressed Pluto was sextile
progressed Neptune within 00°02:6". Since the
Moon is co-ruler of his eleventh house of plans,
and Mars is in his rwelfth house of destruction,
the first aspect is highly appropriate. Add Mer-
cury and we have a worldwide declaration; inthe
background, Neptune contributes funding tothe
explosive power of Pluto.

One set of progressions does not verity 2 horo-
scope, although one set can provide strong func-
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tional indications. Additional progressions that
match events in a like manner contribute to the
verification process. Furthermore, once a group
of progressions and events center upon a specific
birth time, the way this one does, that horoscope
can be pinned down to an hour, minute, second
and fraction of a second. A horoscope so verified
will continue to correlate events with progressed
aspects far into the future. Toberelatively certain
the horoscope is correct, noless than three dated
events are considered to be the minimum re-
quired for testing. Furthermore, it is most desir-
able to involve either a natal or progressed major
angle because the overall accuracy of the horo-
scope will be bolstered. Major angles move more
swiftly than other elements in a horoscope and
their progressions within the tight boundaries al-
located provide added assurance.

Usama bin Ladin announced a second fatwa
on February 23, 1998. This is another good event
to test because it was personal. Examining the
progressed aspectsfor that date, we find that pro-
gressed Mars was conjunct his Moon within
00°00:1". Progressed Mercury was also conjunct
Moon within 00°03:7. This meant that pro-

gressed Mars and progressed Mercury were con-
junct each other within 00°03:8’, providing a
significant amount of reinforcement. Also, pro-
gressed Neptune was sextile progressed Pluto
within 00°02:6". All of the earmarks were present.

Next, let us look at his progressions for Sep-
tember 11, 2001. Progressed Sun was conjunct his
Moon within 00°03:1', progressed Neptune re-
mained in a sextile aspect with progressed Pluto
within 00°02:5’, and progressed Venus was
contraparatlel Jupiter within 00°3:3'. For a person
who had issued a Jihad but was not present on
the scene, these are fairly potent aspects. The ex-
plosive nature of a contraparallel Jupiter, ruling
the house of his enemies, is most appropriate.

Better information might refine these aspects.
However, already there is sufficient evidence to
believe the horoscope of Figure 1 is reasonably
correct. It is filled with information that can be
used by knowledgeable astrologers.

Endnote

1. John Willner. The Rising Sign Problem.
AFA, Tempe, Arizona, 1991
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Q Can you tell me what to
do with the Part of Fortune?
see it in a lot of charts, but I
don’t see it used much, What is
iv and what is it for?

A The Part of Fortuneisa
remnant of a whole system of
astrology that comes from the
Hellenistic Greek tradition.
Paulus Alexandrinus (fourth
century C.E.) was one of the
primary proponents of this sys-
tem, specifically his Introductory
Matters, as was Vettus Valens
(second century C.E.) in his An-
thology. Later, astrologers of the
Arabic tradition picked up the
gauntlet and elaborated the
parts into a flourishing system
of interpretation in their own
right. Abu Ma'shar, in The Ab-
breviation of the Introduction to As-
trology, listed more than fifty
parts, and one contemporary
complained that they “prolifer-
ated daily™

The term “part” comes from
the Latin pars, partis “piece, por-
tion, allotment,” which loses
some of the original meaning of
the Greek kleros “lot” in our
modern usage of the word. The
lots {parts) were originally
meant to carry a sense of
fate—our allotment in life.
They were all used according to
the same technique and pro-
vided a rich interpretation of
the chart, regardless of which
fots you were using,

Traditionally, the lots are
calculated differently depend-
ing on whether you were born
dyring the day (with a diurnal
chart) or by night (with a noc-
turnal chart). If you look in the
texts or find a list of the tradi-
tional lots, there will be a dif-
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ferent formula for day and
night. However, no matter
what your time of birth, the
lots are based on the juxtaposi-
tion of two planets with the
Ascendant. If you are familiar
with the axis of symmetry of
cosmobiology or the Uranian
School, you will find that the
lots use the Ascendant-Descen-
dant line as an axis of symme-
try. So, the formulae for the Lot
of Fortune are different for day
and for night:

Day ®@=Asc+D-0O
Night @ =Asc+®-D

There is a simple way to find
the lots in your chart (besides
using a computer). To do this,
start with the planet at the end
of the formula, then trace the
arc to the next planet back-
ward in the formula, going for-
ward through the zodiac
{counterclockwise). After you
have the number of degrees be-
tween these two planets, start
at the Ascendant and count
that number forward (counter-
clockwise) through the zodiac.
There you will find your Lot of
Fortune.

Meaning of Lot of Fortune

In Classical times, the Lot of
Fortune was paired with the
Lot of Spirit. Fortuna, as it was
also called, was considered to
signify our experiences in ev-
eryday life. It was considered to
indicate “matters concerning
the body and handicrafts,”
which can be interpreted as
health and job. This has to do
with what we may find our-
selves doing if we do not listen

By Terry Lamb, M.A., CA NCGR

to the deeper calling within
ourselves. The Lot of Spirit, or
Spiritus, in contrast, was asso-
ciated with matters concerning
our calling and how we fulfill
our life purpose. So, the Lot of
Spirit might be more about
what we strive for and want to
do as opposed to what we fall
back on and have to do if we
can’t reach our highest goals.

With the Lot of Fortune,
there is also a sense of our ma-
terial surroundings, and this
can be construed as wealth.
Valens called it “a bestower of
belongings and goods,” but this
was dependent on what planets
aspected it.

Medieval astrologers used
Fortuna as a component in
their system for defining the
psyches of individuals through
the natal chart, Here, the Lot of
Fortune was used to interpret
the form our physical body and
expression of life force took.

To get the full, most exciting
picture of what the lots mean,
they must be used in their full
context. This involves using the
lot as a horoskopos, or starting
point for a derived house sys-
tem. The sign of this “virtual as-
cendant” would be the “first
place (house) of Fortuna.”* Af-
ter imagining that the sign of
the Lot of Fortune is your first
house, imagine that each sign
after it is the second house, and
so forth, with all the meanings
you normally associate with
them.

Now, look at how the plan-
ets aspect the lot. Trines, sex-
tiles and conjunctions from the
benefics (planets, which when
expressed through human na-



ture, are On average easy touse
well), Jupiter and Venus are
very fortunate. The condition of
each of the planets that aspect
the lot is also significant. For
example, Jupiter exalted in
Cancer conjunct the lot is
much better than Jupiter in
detrirnent in Virgo conjunct the
lot (although there is still some
natural good to come of any
harmonious Jupiter aspect).
Similarly, the aspects of Saturn
and Mars, the malefics (planets,
which when expressed through
human nature, are not on aver-
age used well), would have to
be noted as well, with squares
and oppositions creating po-
tential difficulty.

Ancient astrologers often
wrote of results in stark,
non-negotiable terms, but, even
then, they were speaking of the
average person who was un-
aware and did nothing to
change his or her conscious-
ness. So, harmonious jupiter
and Venus aspects to your Lot
of Fortune today would mean
you would have to work little
to create a plentiful material
life. If you are not so blessed,
then you will have to work
harder for it. You can interpret
your aspects to the Lot of For-
tune just as you would to any
planet: use the houses they are
in and consider the nature of
the signs involved. Jupiter in
the fourth place from your Lot
of Fortune might suggest that
what your family considers
valuable might not be impor-
tant to you (especially if it
makes a close square), but your
family will provide plenty of it.

Saturn trining your lot from the
ninth place might suggest that
you will benefit from the hard
work and effort needed to ac-
quire a higher education—and,
perhaps, it won't come easily
{(because it is Saturn).

You can compare the aspects
made to your Fortuna to those
made to your Spiritus, and [
recommend they be used to-
gether. If your Lot of Spirit has
fantastic aspects, you could
find it relatively easy to fulfill
your deepest sense of calling
and purpose. If not, you will
just have to work harder to get
there.

As with all parts of your
chart, the obstacles and issues
we see through the Lots of For-
tune and Spirit are meant to be
overcome. In fact, they are your
issues and yours alone, so you
are meant to overcome them and
uniquely equipped to do so.

Endnote

1. The Lot of Fortune helped
define the formal (at the level of
form as opposed to matter in
the Platonic model) component
of the vegetative (representing
the life energy found in plants}
and sensitive (sensing or ani-
mal) souls, part of Montulmo’s
model for describing the qual-
ity of the soul (our modern psy-
che), as described in Aristotle’s
De Anima.
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The first, sixth and eighth
houses form a yod and provide
a more powerful insight to the
native’s overall health than the
sixth house alone. This is be-
cause these houses represent
life and vitality, wellness and
sickness, and healing and
death, respectively, the main
components involved in the
spectrum of health. The Ascen-
dantis the apex and a vital
point in the chart for assessing
the native’s potential for opti-
mum wellbeing.

[ronically, health is often an
improperly implied and ambig-
nous term used in astrology and
medicine. With proper and un-
ambiguous definition of a few
terms in medicine, astrologers
can gain a better understanding
of which houses to assign ruler-
ship over specific circum-
stances. The definition of
“health” according to Derland’s
Medical Dictionary is a state of op-
timal physical, mental and social
wellbeing, and not merely the absence
of disease and infirmity. Yet, the
conmon use of the term
“health” differs from its defini-
tion and more often infers a
measurement of the native’s
conditior with wellness or dis-
ease. Dorland's Medical Dictionary
defines the following for life, vi-
tality, health, holistic health,
sickness, disease, healing and
death. Surprisingly, this dictio-
nagy does not have a definition
for wellness, a term defined by
Arizona State University be-
low:
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The Three Foremost Houses of Health

By leffrey Traister, PMAFA, C.A. NCGR

Life: the aggregate of vital
phenomena; a certain peculiar
stimulated condition of orga-
nized matter that obscure prin-
ciple whereby organized beings
are peculiarly endowed with
certain powers and functions
not associated with inorganic
matter.

Vitality: the life principle;
the condition of being alive.

Health: a state of optimal
physical, mental, and social
well-being, and not merely the
absence of disease and infir-
mity.

Holistic Health: a system of
preventive medicine that takes
into account the whole individ-
ual, his own responsibility for
his well-being and the total in-
fluences—social, psychological,
environmental--that affect
health, including nutrition, ex-
ercise and mental relaxation.

Sickness: any condition or
episode marked by pronounced
deviation from the normal
healthy state; illness.

Disease: any deviation from
or interruption of the normal
structure of function of any
part, organ, or system, or com-
bination thereof, of the body
that is manifested by a charac-
teristic set of symptoms and
signs and whose etiology, pa-
thology and prognosis may be
known or unknown.

Heal: to restore wounded
parts or to make healthy; to be-
come well.

Death: cessation of life; per-
manent cessation of all bodily

functions.

Medicine: any drug or rem-
edy; the art and science of the
diagnosis and treatment of dis-
ease and the maintenance of
health.

*Wellness: an active, life-
long process of becoming aware
of choices and making deci-
sions toward a more balanced
and fulfilling life, Wellness in-
volves choices about our lives
and our priorities that deter-
mine our lifestyles.

Health is defined as a state of
optimum wellbeing. Yet in
practice, health is a dynamic
spectrum of conditions that
fluctuates throughout life. Life
and death are at the two ends
of the spectrum. Wellness and
sickness are the degrees on the
spectrum to which quality of
health is measured. Wellness is
the degree of health toward the
optimum relationship of our
wellbeing, our bodies, emo-
tions, thoughts and spirit, and
our relationships with others
and society. Sickness, on the
other hand, is the degree of
health we encounter through
disease and suffering in adjust-
ing to rebalance our health. In
essence, wellness and sickness
are two sides of the same face.

Life and vitality, wellness
and sickness and healing and
death are represented by the
first, sixth and eighth houses,
respectively. The first house,
and in particular the Ascen-
dant, rules the overall vitality of
the native. The natal Ascendant



is derermined at the time a
newborn takes its first breath,
the moment it has begun its life
as an independent being, A
strong Ascendant and first
house will make a person
strong in his or her disposition
toward life. The Sun, the planet
of vitality, is strongest when on
or near the Ascendant, particu-
larly when in the first house.
The first house rles the physi-
cal appearance, the first signs
physicians observe when as-
sessing their patient’s health.
Potential strengths and weak-
nesses in health, including
physical, emotional and mental,
are detected in the natal chart
by aspects from planets in the
first house or its ruler with
planets in or rulers of the sixth
and eighth houses. An affliction
of planets in the natal first
house or its ruler can indicate
potential health problems af-
fecting the vitality throughout
their life, especially during
times when aspects occur from
progressed or transiting plan-
ets. Vitality can be enhanced or
diminished during times when
the progressed first house plan-
ets and ruler aspect natal, pro-
gressed or transiting planets.

Astrologers have tradition-
ally classified the sixth house as
the house of health, perhaps be-
cause this house is about daily
habits and lifestyle, the key at-
tributes to wellness and sick-
ness. Medical research has
indicated that nine of the top
ten leading causes of death are
associated with lifestyle, the
daily habits in one’s life. These
lifestyle habits include diet, ex-
ercise, mental relaxation, sleep,
smoking, alcohol and substance
abuse. When one is well and
not sick, However, he or she
still might not have a strong vi-
tality.

Dane Rudyar, in his book The

Astrological Houses, elaborates
that the sixth house is about
personal readjustment, crises
and change of condition. Illness
often causes a reexamination of
lifestyle, attitude and percep-
tion, and it creates changes ac-
cordingly. The sixth house
emphasizes how a person suf-
fers during illness. Since the
sixth house is naturally ruled
by Mercury, there is 2 mental
element involved, a communi-
cation with one’s inner self,
even if the illness is primarily
physical. Moreover, the sixth
house rules the unconscious,
the source of one’s habits and
behavior. To grow spiritually,
the individual must become
more self-conscious, including
overcoming unconscious de-
sires and behaviors that affect
health, as well as the crises that
OCCUL.

The eighth house rules the
healing process, which can ei-
ther be the ability to overcome
sickness and regain wellness or
succumb to sickness and die.
Through the healing process, a
person undergoes a rebirth of a
bodily part, function or system.
Surgery, an eighth house issue,
is one of three traditional meth-
ods of treating disease; the
other two are diet and drugs.
Pluto, the natural ruler of the
eighth house, rules metabolism
and helps restore equilibrium.
Natal, progressed and
transiting planets and signs in
and ruling the eighth house af-
fect the way in which one heals
and the potential outcome of
the healing process.

The eighth house is the
house of death and rebirth.
Death is defined as a cessation
of bodily functions. The cause
and occurrence of death are a
mystery. Rebirth is a metaphys-
jcal term pointing to the con-
tinual thread of life of the soul.

It is the physical body which
dies, but the soul lives on.

The first house forms
inconjunct, or quincuny, as-
pects with the sixth and eighth
houses. The quincunx is most
noted as an aspect involving
adjustment and is often related
with health issues. The first
house of life and vitality is not
compatible with the sixth and
eighth houses of wellness and
sickness and healing and death,
respectively. People can alter
their health by changing their
lifestyle, a sixth house issue, to
overcome sickness in order to
gain vitality. As stated earlier,
this requires readjust-
ment~-hence the quincunx as-
pect with the first house. In
more serious cases, one must
heal and transform the health
condition to overcome death
and regain vitality.

The sixth and eighth houses
are compatible, forming a
sextile, an aspect of growth.
Healing leads to wellness, and
disease leads to death. A change
in lifestyle could inchide diet,
exercise, or even the way one
approaches thinking, all sixth
house issues. These changes af-
fect how one is able to heal or
transform his or her state of
health, an eighth house phe-
nomenon, from sickness to
wellness. People who overcome
devastating disease, such as
cancer, often report an extraor-
dinary battle, an eighth house
issue, involving not just their
physical body, but their emo-
tional and mental bodies as
well. Those who come close to
death often come back to live
with a renewed spirit and atti-
tude that greatly motivates
them to change their lifestyle.

The specific types of diseases
or medical conditions are deter-
mined by the natal and pro-

Health Continued on Page 66
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The American Ephemeris for the 2st
Century, 2000-2050 at Midnight
(Expanded Second Edition)
Compiled and programmed by
Neil F. Michelson, revisions by
Rigue Pottenger. ACS Publica-
tions, 5521 Ruffin Road, San
Diego, CA 92123-1314, 1997.
Hardback. $29.95 US

If you are anything like me,
you have stuffed in a desk
drawer a much abused
ephemeris that you consult at
least several times a day. The
coffee and strawberry jam
stains could be a testament to
the special relationship you
have with your trusty guide,
but they don’t add to your pro-
fessionalism when explaining
transits to clients and friends.
The Expanded Second Editionis a
beautiful updated reference in
hardback, and a perfect addi-
tion to your library.

What makes this 21st cen-
tury ephemeris different from
the other editions? For starters,
the calculations have been up-
dated for greater precision and
accuracy with new data from
NASA's Jet Propulsion Labora-
tory. So dor’t be surprised if
you notice slight differences
when comparing it to older edi-
tions. Additionally, retrogrades
are easier to track because they
have been screened a more defi-
nite gray, which is an improve-
ment over the less clearly
marked revised second edition.
This edition also includes 2000,
which was left out of the re-
vised second edition. Although
the century didn’t officially be-
gin until fanuary 1, 2001, the in-
clusion of the year 2000 was a
feature many requested. In fact,
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the publisher welcomes con-
sumer suggestions, so don’t
hesitate to call the number
listed in the book.

Although computer sofrware
has all but eliminated the need
for chart calculation by hand,
there is something comforting
about being able to pull your
ephemeris off the shelf and take
a peek at what's going on out
there. Oh sure, you can pull up
a computer-generated set of
transits, but it just isn't the
same. The expanded second
edition has a solid look and feel,
which is perfect for those days
when you want to pour over
the movement of the heavens
the old fashioned way. Overall,
this ephemeris is a great addi-
tion to your library.

Foreseeing the Future:
Evangeline Adams and Astrol-
ogy in America by Karen
Christino. One Reed Publica-
tions, P.0. Box 561, Amhearst,
MA 01004-0561. 2002, Paper.
217 pp. $14.95 US

Karen Christino, author of
Star Success and American As-
trology’s popular “Choose Your
Career” column, offers a fasci-
nating look into the life and
times of Evangeline Adams.
Christino’s meticulous research
and thoughtful analysis gives
the reader much to ponder
when considering the enigma
who was America’s First Lady
of Astrology. This well-written
account is a great book selec-
tion if you have some spare
time and would fike to gain a
better understanding of the his-
tory of metaphysical studies in

Book Reviews

By Susan Hopper

nineteenth and twentieth cen-
tury America. Through her pas-
sion for the subject, Christino
puts a human face on the formi-
dable Evangeline and makes the
reader hungry to learn more
about this woman who was so
far ahead of her time, After
reading Foreseeing the Future, T
am more than intrigued!

By bringing the facts to life,
Christino paints a picture of a
vulnerable yet extraordinary
woman. Born February 8, 1868
into a life of relative privilege,
Evangeline nevertheless suf-
fered the loss of her father and a
life changing illness before she
was eighteen. Reared in
Andover, Massachusetts and
brought up with Congregation-
alist Christian ideals, young
Evangeline loved animals and
was imbued with both a sense
of independence and desire for
justice. Strongly influenced by
early feminist writer Elizabeth
Stewart Philips, who also just
happened to be her Sunday
school teacher, Evangeline was
open-minded and tolerant early
on. While attemnpting to live 2
conventional life in Boston as a
young woman, she was intro-
duced to astrology by Dr. J.
Heber Smith, a respected edu-
cator and physician. By the
time of her first Saturn return,
Evangeline was on her own,
free to practice astrology and
make her way in life. Back then,
much as it as it is now, astrol-
ogy was something people were
both fascinated by yet often
loathe to admit an interest in.
Evangeline was unrepentant
and, no matter how you view
her contributions to the study



of astrology, was instrumental
in bringing it into the American
consciousness.

Christino explains that
Evangeline learned early on to
“avoid willfully opposing wise
counsel or larger forces.” which
was at the core of her beliefs in
life. As a student of the Vedanta
philosophy taught by Hindu
monk Swami Vivekenanda,
Evangeline combined the
Vedanta emphasis on spiritual
self-reliance and strength with
her own developing philosophy
of intelligent nonresistance.
Like many of us, she believed
that we are by birth dealt a cer-
tain hand of potentials and lim-
itations and that “Man should
not strive too hard to be the
master.” Yet at the same time,
she felt that one must strive to
reach one’s highest potential.
Her view was that it is better to
understand what we have to
work with and make choices
within that framework if we
wish to be as successful as pos-
sible in life.

And successful she was. Her
efforts helped legalize the prac-
tice of astrology in New York
State and left an enduring im-
pression on the consciousness
of her country. In the words of
her husband, “With typical
courage and determination, she
accepted the "martyr’s crown of
thorns,” endured privation and
humiliation, yes, even ostra-
cism, in order to pursue what
she believed to be the cause of
humanity-—through the science
of the start, the ancient and
honorable science of astrology.”
She did, indeed.

Learn about what made her
so special in Foreseeing The Fu-
ture: Evangeline Adams and the His-
tory of Astrology in America if you
would like a better understand-
ing of astrology in the world to-
day. For those who would like

to find out more about Miss
Adams, Christino describes Ad-
ams’ autobiography, The Bowl of
Heaven, as “a delight” and rec-
ommends it as additional read-
ing.

Soul Purpose Astrology: How To
Read Your Birth Chart For Growth
and Transformation, Second Edi-
tion, by Margaret Koolman.
Llewellyn Publications, P.O.
Box 64383, St. Paul, MN
55164-0383, 2002. Paper.
200pp. $14.95 US, $23.95 CAN

Spiritual astrology has been
a popular subject during the
past few years and, conse-
quently, there has been no lack
of titles to choose from. Unfor-
tunately, this can be a difficult
subject to write about because
it involves philosophical con-
cepts that are ultimately very
personal. Either you feel a con-
nection with the author's ideas
oryoudon't. .. there is rarely
any middle ground.

Margaret Koolman's Soul
Purpose Astrology might be one
book on the subject you would
like to give a try, because it has
a friendly tone and provides a
gestalt approach to finding
your spiritual path in life.
Koolman, who has studied as-
trology since 1975, created this
book from her teaching notes at
the request of her students.
Useful primarily to beginners
and intermediate level stu-
dents, this book could also be
of interest to professional as-
trologers who would like to
take a more holistic approach
when working with clients.

Newcomers to astrology will
enjoy the story-telling ap-
proach that Koolman employs
to explain the earthly manifes-
tation of the zodiac. By creating
dynaric mental images and al-
lowing for a sense of order and

progression, she encourages the
reader to visualize astrology as
a living force that is part of us
and moves through us. The fo-
cus is on understanding that
each of usis a part of a whole
and, at the same time, uniguely
individual. This great paradox
is a concept that is at the heart
of many of the world’s religions
and is a good place to begin
when considering your soul
purpose. Koolman’s Eastern in-
fluences are blended well with
Western traditions, encourag-
ing the reader to be opento
new ideas as he or she pro-
gresses,

As one would expect, the
signs, planets and aspects are
all discussed in detail with brief
interpretations given for good
measure. The Nodes of the
Moon are given a good bit of at-
tention and rightly so. This re-
viewer hopes that Margaret
Koolman will write more about
the often ignored Nodes in the
future. There is a bit of a cook-
book formula to her approach,
but it is entirely appropriate for
what Soul Purpose Astrology sets
out to accomplish: to help the
beginner understand the basic
concepts of astrology and to
apply them in an approach to
spirituality. Koolman is suc-
cessful at this because she ex-
plains her philosophic
approach in an open, relaxed
way.

Never taking an authoritar-
ian tone, she allows the reader
to absorb her ideas gently. You
might not agree with her, but
you won't find yourself feeling
put off by her methods. Sea-
soned astrologers might appre-
ciate this book because
Koolman's ability to present
material in a confident, yet
non-threatening manner is a
vatuable technique to master.
Teaching is a complex skill in
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itself, and explaining what as-
trology is and how it works can
be quite a challenge. Koolman
gives easy-to-follow lessons
that allow you to see the micro-
cosm within the macrocosm in
a charming yet logical way.

If you are an astrologer who
would like to teach, thisisa
good place to start to learn.
Likewise, if you are new to the
business of speaking the lan-
guage of the stars, you might
want to stucy this book for
good measure. It has the poten-
tial to help you create a more
balanced and harmonious out-
look by understanding the stars
in your life.

Astrology of Intimacy, Sexudlity, and
Relationship: Insights to Wholeness
by Noel Tyl. Llewellyn Publica-
tions P.O. Box 64383, St, Paul,
MN 55164-0383, 2002. Pa-
per.203 pp. $17.95 US/$27.50
CDN

Noel Tyl's Astrology of Inti-
macy, Sexuality, and Relationship:
Insights To Wholeness is a must
read for those considering en-
tering the field of astrological
counseling. One of the foremost
astrologers of our time, Tyl has
created an excellent learning
tool for intermediate to ad-
vanced astrologers.

A graduate of Harvard Uni-
versity in social relations (psy-
chology, sociology and
anthropology), he hrings more
than thirty years of experience
to the table, By defining inti-
macy as a need that is unique to
each individual that can be
better understood through as-
trological analysis, this guide
was designed to help the stu-
dent understand the dynamics
involved in interpersonal rela-
tionships.

You will need to be fairly
proficient in the language of the
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stars to keep up with Tyl's in-
struction. Instead of taking a
cookbook approach, Tyl uses
twenty nine case studies as ed-
ucational examples. If you have
been practicing your tech-
niques, you should soon find
yourself following along with
interest. He simply and sensi-
bly points out planetary config-
urations and placements to
look for when counseling those
who present with emotional
pain and relationship failures. 1
found myself frequently look-
ing at my own database of natal
charts to see if I had missed
anything,

Tyl helps the reader develop
a compassionate and sensitive
strategy for helping clients who
suffer from fear of commitment,
sexual dysfunction and other
relationship-oriented difficul-
ties. When the client can come
ro terms with the whole of his
life experience and be at peace
with the past, he or she can
then move forward into health-
ier relationships. As Tyl states
so eloquently, “I can only be in-
timate with someone when I
can be myself without fear.”

Making his masterful style of
chart interpretation seem easy,
Tyl presents his methods with
great sensitivity. It is clear that
he cares for and respects the
clients he has worked with
because he gives the reader a
chance to benefit from shared
experiences. Based on sound
psychological and astrological
principles, his techniques focus
on first understanding the early
environment and needs of the
individual. Once the individual
knows the strengths and vul-
nerabilities of self, he or she can
enjoy healthier relationships.
By highlighting key points in
bold print, Tyl drives home the
most important themes in in-
terpersonal relationships. 'm

tempted to compile a list of his
insights and tape them to my
bathroom mirror and refrigera-
tor door so I won't forget these
simple but vital truths during
the course of each busy day.
Even if you are not interested in
relationship counseling, you
will find this book helpful in
improving your own relation-
ships by first understanding
your own relationship needs.

Tyl manages to create what
almost seems like a personal
encounter between you as the
student and him as the instruc-
tor. While explaining his coun-
seling techniques, he also
practices them as he expresses
his ideas to the reader. It is
clear that he knows himself
well, and can draw upon this
self knowledge vo nurture a re-
lationship with the reader, Al-
though the book is brief,
coming in at just over 200
pages, it contains a wealth of
information that the student
astrologer needs to master be-
fore moving on to counseling
clients. Reading this book feels
like taking an exclusive course
from the author. It is well
worth the reasonable $17.95 US
price tag.

Astrological Crosses in Relation-
ships: Understanding Cardinal,
Fixed, and Mutable Energies by
Pauline Edward. Llewellyn
Publications P.O. Box 64383,
St. Paul, MN 55164-0383, 2002.
Paper. 195 pp. $14.95 US/$23.95
CDN

Canadian astrologer Pauline
Edward offers an in-depth look
at the nature of astrological
crosses and how they affect our
relationships in this interest-
ing, well-organized offering. In-
tended for both astrologer and
non-astrologer alike, this book
focuses on the three astrologi-



cal ¢crosses, also known as
quadruplicities or modes. In-
spired by a lecture given by as-
troJoger Marc Beriault, Edward
spent many years researching
her subject. It’s clear that she
has thought a lot about what
makes each mode unique. You
might find yourself inspired by
this well-written book that
brings to light a facet of astrol-
ogy that is often ignored. Over
all, this is an excellent hook to
add to your library because it
covers the subject in more de-
tail and with more insight than
in any other book I have found.

After first explaining what
the crosses consist of and giv-
ing the reader examples of fa-
mous people who have been
strongly influenced by either
the cardinal, fixed or mutable
cross, Edward outlines the
characteristics of each cross in
detail. I especially like the posi-
tive emphasis she brings to this
work. So often older texts refer
to the cardinal signs as power
hungry, the fixed signs as stub-
born, and the mutable signs as
weak. It's refreshing to read
about their unique qualities in
a more broad and balanced
light.

Although we often don’t
consider those born under the
cardinal signs of Capricorn, Li-
bra, Cancer and Aries as dream-
ers, Edward explains that it is
precisely their ability to dream
that makes them great leaders
and achievers. She calls this
cross “the cross of hopefulness,
of aspiring toward an ideal, of
enriching the present with a
dream for the future, and of
hoping that this dream can one
day be made real.” Similarly,
those influgnced by the fixed
signs might be relieved to hear
themselves as described as the
cross of beauty and desire,
rather than the less flatrering

description of stubborn or
steady. Here, mutable signs are
noted for their subtle strength
rather than simply seen as ma-
nipulative, weak, or inconsis-
tent.

Omnce the quadruplicities
have been described at length,
Edward moves to help the
reader put this new knowledge
to good use. She begins by dem-
onstrating how the different
modes express themselves and
respond to others in everyday
life. I had to laugh out loud

“when she described a cardinal

friend who insisted that the an-
thor consult a doctor (an au-
thority) rather than trust her
own perceptions (a fixed mode
trait). She then was faced with
a mutable friend who wanted
to play doctor by bringing over
all types of remedies to experi-
ment with, even though she
knew all that was needed was a
sound sleep. I chuckle at this
because my strongly cardinal
husband would respond in ex-
actly the same way as her cardi-
nal friend, much to my mutable,
let-me-be-your-doctor chagrin.

There are many examples
that you'll enjoy comparing to
your own experiences as you
read along, so give yourself
plenty of time to spend with
this book.

Edward gives advice on how
to balance an overabundance or
lack of one of the crosses, and
shares tips on how people of
different modes can work to get
along. She makes it very easy to
understand the basic differ-
ences and how to accommodate
for them without being untrue
to self, something I found espe-
cially useful as a mutable sign
who often simply tries to please
others. I think that counseling
astrologers will appreciate her
techniques and strategies for
improving relationships be-

tween the types because it is
simple, straightforward and
easy to apply.

It's like a part of the puzzle
that was there all the time but
we didn’t see. Astrological Crosses
in Relationships really helps to
put in all into perspective. This
book was a pleasure to review
and I'd like to see a sequel in
the future.

Astrology for Beginners: An Easy
Guide To Understanding and Inter-
preting Your Chart by William
W. Hewitt. Llewellyn Publica-
tions, P.O. Box 64383, St. Paul,
MN 55164-0383, 2002. Paper.
285 pp. $12.95 1U$/$20.50 CDN

William W. Hewitt’s Astrol-
ogy for Beginners is exactly what
the subtitle says it is—*An
Easy Guide to Understanding
and Interpreting Your Chart.”
Originally published in 1991, 1
missed this little gem of a book
the first time around. It never
caught my eye at the time,
probably due to the fact that I
was neither a beginning stu-
dent of astrology nor a profes-
sional astrologer looking for a
text to instruct from. However,
it has been my good fortune to
come across the second edition,
which is now high on my list of
books to recommend for begin-
ning astrologers.

The late William W, Hewitt,
who also wrote Hypnosis for Be-
ginners and Psychic Development
for Beginners, knew just how to
get his reader’s interest. By giv-
ing them just enough informa-
tion to digest and not choke on,
Hewitt stimulates an interest
in the basics of astrology with-
out intimidating the neophyte.
Sc often books on astrology can
be overwhelming to the begin-
ner, but this one gives just the
right amount of information in
just the right sequence, After
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introducing the basics concern-
ing signs, planets and houses,
Hewitt gives instructions on
how to erect a chart quickly us-
ing a computer program, by
“eyeballing” or estimating, and
how to do it the old fashioned
mathematical way. The pros
and cons of each method are
discussed, allowing the student
to decide which method is best
for hirn/herself. While nowa-
days it is convenient for most
people just to enter birth infor-
mation into a computer pro-
gram for the most accurate
results, it is good for new as-
trologers to have an idea of
what it used to be like for old
timers.

Descriptions of the various
planetary placements and as-
pects are brief and to the point;
this is not meant to be a refer-
ence book as much asitisan
introduction. Still, this book of-
fers a very good start for those
who want to learn to speak the
language of the stars. In fact,
plan to use this book to teach
my own children the art and
science of astrology if they ex-
press interest. Thank you, Mr,
Hewitt, for leaving such a sim-
ple and effective learning tool
for future astrologers!

XXX

Born March 3, 1968 at 7:30
p.m. In Tampa, Florida, Susan
Hopper became interested in

astrology while still in grade
school. Driven by her fascina-
tion with the human mind and
interpersonal relationships, she
earned her B.A. In psychology
with a minor in sociology from
the University of South Florida.
As a freelance writer and home-
maker, Susan contributes regu-
larly o “Astrology on the
Web,” an Australian website.
Her interests include off-road
cycling, gourmet cooking, wild-
life rehabilitation, gardening
and creative writing. Always
interested in discussing the Jan-
guage of the stars, she can be
reached at shopper2@tampa
bay.rr.com and (813) 994-9407.

Health Continued from Page 61

gressed planets, signs and
houses and the transiting plan-
ets and signs. Astrologers,
nonetheless, should initially
look at the first, sixth and
eighth houses to gain insight
into the bigger picture and, in
particular, the person’s overall
health disposition. Then they
should focus on a more detailed
analysis involving specific and
relevant planets, signs and
houses to accurately assess
health and disease vulnerabili-
ties.

In summary, the sixth house
should be looked upon as the
house of holistic health
whereby social, psychological
and environmental influences
interact with choice of lifestyle
and daily habits involving diet
and nutrition, exercise and
mental relaxation, all of which
ultirnately affect one’s disposi-
tion toward wellness or sick-
ness. If an individual suffers
sickness, the eighth house will
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indicate the capacity to heal.
Yet it is the first house and par-
ticularly the Ascendant that is
the focal point in the natal and
progressed charts that best as-
sesses the potential vitality of
the native.

*Defined by Arizona State
University www.asu.edu/vpsa/
wellness/definition. html

HHR

Jeffrey Traister, PMAFA,
CA NCGR has studied and
practiced astrology for more
than twenty-two years and
specializes in various disci-
plines, including natal, pro-
gressions, transits,
relationship, health, election
and Mundane. He is a prac-
ticing astrologer and pro-
vides telephone
consultation, publishing and
entertainment services.

Jeffrey earned a master of
science in human nutrition
and preventive medicine

from Columbia University
College of Physicians and
Surgeons, and an M.B.A. in
entrepreneurship and B.A. in
drama, creative writing and
chemistry with honors in
nutrition from the Univer-
sity of Arizona. Jeffrey is a
certified webmaster and
member of the International
Webmasters Association. He
has more than twenty years
experience speaking and
writing on many topics.
Jeftrey is available for private
horoscope consultation, in
person or by telephone, and
for writing horoscopes, arti-
cles and special columns for
print and electronic publica-
tions, speaking and perform-
ing horoscope readings at
parties, events and radio and
television shows. He can be
reached at jeff@TraiStar.com.



In the midst of a ULS. Senate cam-
paign that promised to change the
way politics is pursued for the next
two years, the death of Senator Paul
Wellstone of Minnesota in a plane
crashwas devastating news to the
Democratic party. Wellstone was in-
volved in one of the tightest races for
the Senate, where one seat could have
shifted political control to the Demo-
cratic Party.

e e

Imagine you are former Vice
President Walter Mondale. You
are sitting at home (or at your
office) Friday, October 25,
2002, when you get the news
about Senator Paul Wellstone.
For a lifelong party trooper,
this has to be terrible news,
You inhale sharply, and then
immediately swing into action.
What kind of action? Let’s ex-
amine the chart to see what we
can deduce.

We know from past experi-
ence that Mondale is not the
most dynamic, charismatic pol-
itician to grace U.S. politics. In
fact, he is quite the opposite.
Mondale is, however, a beacon
of steadfast principles. Check-
ing Dane Rudhyar’s An Astrolog-
ical Mandalal, we find this image
and keynote for 7 Pisces, the
degree of Mondale’s Ascendant:

“Ilumined by a shaft of light,
a large cross lies on rocks sur-
rounded by sea mist.

“The spiritual blessing
which strengthens individuals
who, happen what may, stand
uncompromisingly for their
own truth.®

This is Mr. Mondale. It's not
so rnuch that he is predict-

Mondale’s Bid for the U.S. Senate

able—he is dependable. You
can count on him to think
through an issue before he
malkes up his mind. Then, he
sticks to his guns. And, like
Jimmy Carter, the President he
served as Vice President, we
can trust him not to push any
little red buttons in anger or
haste. He encourages confi-
dence, at least for me.

‘What goes along with that
Pisces Ascendant? Mondale has
the Sun and Mercury in Capri-
corn, so he is an ambitious indi-
vidual. The Sun is opposite
Pluto in Cancer in the fifth
house. He is aware that his
power lies in finding creative
solutions and not in flexing
military muscle. He is probably
all too aware that the U.S. has
the military might to obliterate
the planet and he wants to find
other ways to deal with inter-
national crises.

Mondale has the Midheaven,
Mars, Saturn and Venus all in
Sagittarius. In my book, Power
of the Midhcavcnz, I say the fol-
lowing about Sagittarius:

“The intuitive side of their
nature lends itself to seeing
how things will develop in the
future”

“Sagittarius leads into the
heart of the winter season.
There is no room for wasteful-
ness in this bleak time of the
year. Sagittarians are capable of
conserving . . . this ability re-
flects the wisdom of Jupiter.”

“Sagittarius at the
Midheaven includes strong po-
sitions about religion and spiri-
tual matters.”

“Sagittarians enjoy the ad-

By Stephanie I. Clement

venture.”

“Sagittarius determines
what needs to be done and then
does it, or finds someone to do
it”

With the Midheaven in the
second decanate of Sagittarius,
Mondale expressed the clear
energy of Sagittarius. He has
probably experienced profound
loneliness in his life, and out of
this he has developed compas-
sion for his family, friends and
constitirents. Minnesota resi-
dents have said that Mondale
lights up when he sees what he
needs to do for other people, or
as a politician.

2002 Curve in the Road

While I could say a great
deal more about Mondale’s
birth chart, the point of this ar-
ticle is the change in direction
he faced when Senator
Wellstone’s death left a va-
cancy in the Senate and the No-
vember 5 Minnesota ballot in
need of a name, Just what does
the chart of a draft candidate
for the U.S. Senate look like?

[ calculated solar arc direc-
tions, progressions and transits
for October 28, 2002, the day
before the decision of the Min-
nesota Democratic Party orga-
nization to name Mondale as
Wellstone’s replacement was
announced. Mondale’s chart is
filled with aspects, applying (a)
and separating (s), within one
degree of orb, and a few inter-
esting ones just over one de-
gree.

Solar arc directions:

e Sun to natal Uranus, 10
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Walter Mondale
Inper Wheel:
Natal Chart
Middle Wheel:

17° # 57

Progressed Chart
Outer Wheel:
Transits

17° I 57

orb (a)

Mercury to natal Jupiter,

21 orb (s)

Mercury to natal Neptune

1°15' (2)

Venus to trine North Node

7(s)

Mars to conjunct Ascen-

dant 31 {(a)

Jupiter to quincunx Mer-

cury 37 (s)

Saturn to semisextile Ura-

nus 15 ()

e Uranus to semisextile
Pluto 47 (2)

Neptune to semisextile
Saturn 23 (s)
e Neptune to sextile Sun 18’
(s)
e Pluto to sextile Venus 20°
(a)
* & North Node to square Ve-
nus 57" {s)
Secondary progressions:

e Moon to sextile Mercury

(-]

&

@

]
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57 (a)
e Mercury to square Venus
(exact)

o Mercury to sesquiqua-
drate Pluto 53 (s)

e Mars to trine North Node
15' (a)

e Mars to quincunx Pluto 2
(s)

e Saturn to conjunct Mars
I'4' (a)

e Midheaven to semisextile
Uranus 1’19 (a)

o Midheaven to oppose
Neptune 23 ()

Transits:

e Pluto to quincunx Pluto
(@

e Neptune to sesquigua-
drate Moon (=)

e Uranus retrograding to
trine Moon 1°28’ (a)

e Saturn to sextile Neptune
3 (a)

e Saturn to square Uranus

59 (a)
e Jupiter to semisextile
Pluto 7" (a)

Twenty-six aspects, nearly
all within one degree orb! What
a list! Tn addition, Mondale’s
solar arc Ascendant has just
moved into the third house.
With this many considerations,
I have grouped the bulk of the
aspects into lists around three
natal chart factors:

Sun Opposition Pluto

The Sun and Pluto are
heavily emphasized at this
time. Ebertin® has this to say
about Sun/Pluto: “The striving
for power, the craving for ruler-
ship, the power of attainment.”
In addition, he lists these prob-
able manifestarions: “Sudden
advancement in life, the ability
to establish and consolidate
one’s own position as a leader,




Walter Mondale
Inner Wheel:
Natal Chart

17° If 7'

Middle Wheel;
Solar Arc Chart
Quter Wheel:
Transits

the realization of new ideas.”
{p. 86) Noel Ty14 puts it this
way: “Iumination of power
needs, the need to control; new
perspectives confirmed in life.
Powerful force creates major
change in the life; identity
change; sudden prominence,
exhibitionism.” (p. 385)

“We can see that the natal
promise for Mondale is power-
ful. He has the potential to gain
a position of rulership (Vice
President of the United States).
Presurnably he has power
needs, like the rest of us, and
we know he has channeled
them effectively in his political
life. Now we have an example
of a time when “powerful force
creates major change.” The
death of Senator Wellstone set
Mondale on a very different
course. “Sudden prominence” is
an understatement of the shift
that occurred for Mr. Mondale

in the preceding few days and
weeks,

How do these changes mani-
fest? The charts indicate a vari-
ety of ways:

e Sun to Uranus—It was

sudden and totally unex-
pected.

e Uranus to Pluto—It was a
growth opportunity, but
not without pain
{Wellstone’s death).

® Neptune to Sun—It was a
combination of great imag-
ination, sadness and cha-
otic conditions.

@ Pluto to Venus—It called

for a strong response from
Mondale and his wife.

® Mercury to Pluto—There
is a lot to talk about and
the potential for public
recognition.

® Mars to Pluto—The deci-
sion to run demands ex-
traordinary effort over a

very short period of time.
Therejs also asurge of con-
fidence; he is up to the
challenge.

¢ Pluto to Pluto—There is a
reinforcement of the natal
Sun/Pluto and Mer-
cury/Pluto aspects, giving
4 jump start to action.

e Jupiter to Pluto—There is
a desire to attain this posi-
tion of power. Ebertin
mentions leading an upris-
ing and raking over a cam-
paign this late in the game
probably feels a lot like
that. 1 like what Noel Tyl
says about Jupiter and
Pluto: “The individual has
the optimism needed to
undertake the venture, and
he can see the larger pic-
ture.”

So we see that Mondale was
born with the potential to
greatness and that he is a cre-
ative thinker in the bargain. In

Winter 2002/69



late October, a moment arrived
when he could choose to run or
not, He knew the political ad-
vantages to be gained. He
would have retained his senior-
ity tin the Senate because he
previously held the office. This
means that, at a critical period
in U.S. history, Mondale, if
elected, could have chosen his
position as chair of influential
committees in the Senate and
possibly have helped shape U.S.
politics for the next six years.

Going back to what
Rudhyar had to say about 7 Pis-
ces, [ am re-assured about
Mondale’s character. He has
shown himself capable of hold-
ing powerful positions in the
past, without becoming
power-hungry. He has the in-
tellectuial ability to think
through the difficult variables
facing the U.S. and to make his
own decisions, instead of rub-
ber-stamping decisions made
by others.

Neptune and Ascendant

So what about that Pisces
Ascendant and Neptune, its
ruler? If you use wide enough
orbs, Neptune opposes the As-
cendant in the birth chart. 1
don’t use that wide an orb.
Neptune is in its detriment by
house. Depending which mod-
ern astrologer you choose, Nep-
tune is either exalted or in its
fall in Leo. Ies closest major as-
pect is the square from Venus.
In fact, Venus/Neptune is the
closest square in the birth
chart, indicating the primary
driving force for Mondale. Now
for the relevant aspects:

e Mercury Neptune
%= o Jupiter Mercury

e NeptuneSaturn (solararc)

and Saturn to Neptune
(transit)
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Ascendant changing house
Mercury to Venus
Midheaven to Neptune
Neptune to Moon

The thing I have learned
about Neptune, after watching
it for many years, is that this
planet promises much but de-
livers little. We are often de-
luded by powerful transits that
bring very little in the way of
actual results. Hence the sixth
house Neptune, in late degrees,
ight not deliver.

2 © & @

Mercury and/or Jupiter

I chose this grouping be-
cause solar arc Mercury has
fust formed a conjunction with
Jupiter (within four months),
and Jupiter has quincunxed
Mercury within six months.
While Mercury and jupiter do
not aspect each other in the na-
tal chart, they both aspect Nep-
tune, ruler of the Pisces
Ascendant. The complementary
solar arc aspects focus on them
strongly as well. Mercury and
Jupiter together indicate sound
intellect and also common
sense.

» Progressed Moon sextile
to Mercury suggests that
Mondale has been active
over the recent months,
pondering issues, with a
good grasp of the signifi-
cant factors. The lunar as-
pect, along with pro-
gressed Mercury squaring
Venus, indicates his asso-
ciation with one or more
women. These relation-
ships have been beneficial
in shaping his thoughts.
He might have been work-
ing on writing projects
during this time.

@ Solar arc Jupiter quincunx
Mercury—Adjustments in
daily routine are indicated.

¢ Solar arc Mercury con-

junct Jupiter—The end of
something deeply personal
and the beginning of some-
thing new.

e Secondary progressed
Mercury to square Ve-
nus-—Behind-the-scenes
activity challenges Mr.
Mondale to take action.

e Secondary progressed
Mercury to sesquiqua-
drate Pluto—Unseen
forces create agitation.

e Transiting Jupiter is
semisextile Pluto on the
above-mentioned date.
There is a potential for
growth in creative power
indicated by this aspect,
and it links this group of
aspects into the Sun oppo-
site Pluto group discussed
above. Thus, the expansive
intellectual activity indi-
cated by Mercury and ju-
piter is tied directly into
awareness of creative po-
tential and power.

Letter of Acceptance

By the rime Mondale sent a
letter to the Democratic Party
saying he would accept the
normination, Jupiter had moved
into a remarkable configura-
tion: it was within approaching
a sextile to the North Node
(1°11’ orb) and was approaching
a trine to the Midheaven from
the sixth house. Jupiter contin-
ued to approach the Midheaven
trine until election day, when it
was within forty-four minutes
of the exact aspect!

If we just look at Mr.
Mondale’s chart and fail to con-
sider the circumstances he
found himself in, we might be
very certain that he would win
the election. In fact, if he had
been the candidate all along, he
might have won. He would
have been able to mount a posi-
tive campaign—perhaps the




only positive campaign in this
election year!

However, with Senator
Wellstone's death, two re-
markable problems existed.
First, all the ballots in Minne-
sota had Wellstone’s name on
them. This required that the
ballots be reprinted, and the
format was not what Minne-
sota voters were used to in
some cases. Second, tens of
thousands of absentee ballots
had been cast. With only five
or six days before the election,
it was not possible for many
absentee voters to obtain new
ballots and recast their votes.
The result was that all of
Wellstone’s absentee votes
were discarded, while the Re-
publican candidate had the
benefit of his. Third, Mr.
Mondale only had a few days
to make his presence
known—not enough time to
prepare television ads, raise
money, travel the state, etc.

Summary

This election has been a les-
son in politics for us all. We
have seen the chaos caused by
the death of a candidate so near
election day and we have also
seen Mr. Mondale rise to the
occasion for the Democratic
Party and for Senator
Wellstone’s surviving family.
With Jupiter applying to a
trine to the Midheaven on elec-
tion day, Mr. Mondale could
feel fortunate to have been able
to participate in the last-min-
ute campaign, and he might
also feel he has benefitted from
the publicity.

As astrologers, we can learn
from this unusual election, The
main thing to remember is this:
The best chart in the world

cannot overcome desperate cir-
cumstances. Some things need
time to develop, and jumping in
at the last moment might not
work out the way we expect.
Thus, as counselors, we have to
consider the client’s circum-
stances and read the chart ac-
cording to those indications, as
well as the individual astrologi-
cal indicators.

Chart Data

Walter Mondale, January 5,
1928, 10:30a.m. CST, Ceylon,
MN 904W38, 43N32.
Midheaven 17 Sagittarius 57.

Solar arc directed to October
25,2002 secondary progressed
to October 25, 2002, day of
Senator Wellstone's death.

Transits to October 30,
2002, 11:30 a.m., Minneapolis,
MN, day of acceptance of nomi-
nation.
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Pallas-Ceres Redux

In my letter commenting on
Pessin’s article (NCGR Journal,
Winter 2000-2001), I at-
tempted to show that charts of
the brain-injured have Pallas
aspects (natal and transit), as
well as aspects with Mercury,
Moon and the other traditional
significators of the brain. How-
ever, because life does not exist
in a vacuum, any of these charts
will also show activity between
many other planets as well, es-
pecially the disrupter Uranus,
the challenger Saturn or the
surgery-rulers Pluto and Mars.
What appears to have arisen
here is yet another challenge for
astrologers to examine their
ideas, explanations and as-
sumptions about what consti-
tutes “significance.”

In astrology, as in science and
“real” life, it is not easy to isolate
the determining factors of a sit-
uation. Most astrological factors
in abirth chart are intercon-
nected. It would be an odd chart
indeed that did not show many
planets making aspects to some-
thing, and the inclusion of aster-
oids only increases that
possibility. In other words,
nearly every chart will show
some kind of aspect to Mercury
or Ceres or Pallas—or whatever.
[ suspect the reason that charts
for people with brain injuries
may show natal aspects and
transits of Ceres is because
Ceres rules situations involving
nursing, caretaking and the im-
pact on the family/parents/chil-
dren of the injured. However,
Ceres may not necessarily be the
main determining factor which
is directly related to the brain
event.

Because there is a high prob-
ability of finding at least one as-
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pect between any planets of
choice, we must do more than
identify patterns of planetary
relationship. We must have (or
propose) a viable explanation
for why a particular planetary
combination is associated with
a specific condition or event. In
this regard, the support Pessin
gave for her argument that
Ceres rules the brain was both
limited and faulty. Her evi-
dence consisted of four bixth
charts, and she based her idea
on two premises—one mis-
taken etymological connection
and a single, loosely (non-liter-
ally) translated Greek word. In
contrast, the traditional ruler-
ships of the brain (Sun, Moon,
Mercury, Aries) offer more sub-
stantial support. It is widely ac-
cepted that the Sun rules
consciousness, while the Moon
rules that which is soft and
contained (the brain has the
consistency of Jello and is
housed within the skull). Mer-
cury is obviously mental, Aries
is the head, and both involve
speed (the 100 billion neurons
which form neural circuits in
the brain transmit messages at
speeds of 1/10,000th of a sec-
ond). With Pallas, we have (at
least theoretically) a more sub-
stantial explanation than Ceres
because thereis a
2,500-year-old mythological
tradition of Pallas being associ-
ated with the head.

In order to examine this
problem, I decided to perform a
systematic study of the charts
of people who have suffered
from a brain aneurysm. Here is
my reasoning: A brain aneu-
rysm occurs when a blood ar-
tery is expanded beyond its
capacity to contain fluid and
then it bursts, releasing blood

|etter to the Editor

into the brain. Astrologically,
the symbolism should involve a
combination of Mars (which
rules blood) and Mercury
{which rules arteries or paths
of Hlow; each cubic millimeter
of the human brain contains
about two miles of neural wir-
ing). Since there is bursting be-
yond boundaries, we might
expect to find aspects between
Mars (bursting) and either Sat-
urn (boundaries) or Neptune
(beyond boundaries). Loss of
consciousness or depletion of
mental capability are common
symptoms of brain aneurysm,
so there might be aspects be-
tween Neptune and Sun/Mer-
cury. If Pallas is involved, it
might be as a subcategory of
Mercury. (I share the view of
many astrologers that the aster-
oids represent subcategories of
the broader themes ruled by the
major planets.)

One of the interesting facts
about brain aneurysm that
might be of interest to astrolo-
gers is that, according to medi-
cal research, many people who
experience brain aneurysms
were actually born with a ten-
dency to have them. There is an
essential weakness already
present in the lining of their az-
teries, so that one day, there is
just too much pressure and an
artery bursts unexpectedly.
This is why it occurs so sud-
denly among otherwise appar-
ently healthy, young people.
Astrologically, this suggests a
hidden weakness, perhaps sym-
bolized by natal aspects be-
tween Neptune and Sun or
Mercury.

For my study, I gathered
twenty charts from recent obit-
uaries of people who died from
brain aneurysm. With the ex-




ception of one “famous” person,
they were all just regular folks.
Their ages at death ranged from
23 to 79, although most were in
their early forties to early fif-
ties. As I did not have access to
exact birth times, I decided not
to consider the Moon. [ had the
birth date and the date of
death, but not the onset of the
aneurysm for every chart, so [
looked only for natal aspects
between the planets mentioned
above as possible significators
(Sun, Mercury, Mars, Saturn,
Neptune, Pallas}), using very
tight orbs for minor aspects
and wider orbs for the major
aspects. The information in-
chaded in the box on this page
is a summary of significant fac-
tors among the 20 charts.

Of a total of 20 charts and
the possibility of eight plane-
tary combinations listed above,
all 20 charts (100%) had at
least three of these combina-
tions. Seventeen charts (85%)
had at least four of the combi-
nations, twelve (60%) had at
least five of these combinations,
four (20%) showed at least six
of these combinations, and one
chart showed seven of the com-
binations. These are fairly sig-
nificant results, and we might
conclude that having several of
these planetary combinations
in a birth chart could form an
astrological signature of brain
aneurysm.

Incidentally, these same
eight planetary combinations

were also present in the charts
studied by Pessin. In her posed
question chart, both Pallas and
Mercury were square Mars, and
Saturn at zero Aries was
sesquiquadrate Mars. Among
the four birth charts she pre-
sented, the natal chart of Jim
Lewis showed Sun square
Mars, and his progressed Mars
was sesquiquadrate natal
Pallas. The natal chart for Steve
shows a Sun-Neptune square
and a Mars-Satum
sesquiguadrate, and the chart
for his operation showed
transiting Neptune
sesquiquadrate natal Mercury,
and transiting Mars square na-
tal Pallas. In Cindy’s natal
chart, Pallas in Aries was
quincunx Neptune, and Mer-
cury was square Mars. Her so-
lar return showed Pallas
conjunct Mercury and square
to a Mars-Saturn opposition.
Lorraine’s natal chart showed
Pallas opposed Mercury, and
Mars square Neptune. In her
aneurysm chart, transiting
Pallas and Neptune were con-
junct, and both were aspecting
her natal Mars and Sun. Her
progressed chart showed Mars
sernisquare natal Sun and also
aspecting both natal Mars and
natal Neptune. Her progressed
Neptune was semi-sextile natal
Mercury. Her progressed Mer-
cury was square natal Mercury,
and progressed Pallas quincunx
natal Mars.

Three of the twenty charts in

my study showed Pallasin
Aries, and two had Mars in
Aries. There were, of course,
many other aspects “going on”
in these charts, but as I said,
you can find aspects to almost
anything, once you look. What
must be demonstrated is
whether the planetary combi-
nations listed above appear
consistently in charts of other
aneurysm sufferers and also
whether they are rmore predom-
inant than other planetary
combinations. In the ideal
study, we would also need a
control sample of people who
never had (and never will have)
an aneurysm or other brain in-
jury. How one could develop
such a control sample is an in-
teresting question, since there
may be people who die of some-
thing else before a potentially
weak artery bursts. At any rate,
for this study, T also looked at
the 20 charts for planetary
combinations involving Ceres,
and compared them with com-
binations involving Pallas. 1
looked for any of the following
in combination with either
Ceres or Pallas and the Sun and
eight major planets: the con-
junction, semisextile,
semisquare, sextile, square,
trine, sesquicquadrate, quincunx
and opposition. Here are my re-
sults:

In the 20 charts, there were a
total of 58 aspects with Ceres;
average 2.9 aspects per chart.
The most prevalent Ceres com-

Planetary Number of charts Most common aspect
combination with this combination (number of charts)
Mercury-Neptune 15 (75%) conjunction (4)
Mars-Saturn 15 square {(3)
Mercury-Mars 13 square (4)
Sun-Neptune 12 sesquiguadrate (3)
Paﬁas—lgeptune 12 conjunction (4)
Pallas-Mars 10 (50%) squate (3)
Sun-Mars 9 square (4)
Mars-Neptune 9 square (4)
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binations were with Mars (9
charts had a Ceres-Mars as-
pect), Neptune (9) and Pluto
(9). Other Ceres-planet combi-
nations were found in a range
from 3 to 7 charts per planet.

Among the same 20 charts,
there were a total of 85 aspects
with Pallas; average 4.25 aspects
per chart. The most prevalent
combinations with Pallas were
Pallas-Neptune (12 charts),
Pallas-Venus (12), Pallas-Jupiter
(11) and Pallas-Mars (10). Other
Pallas-planet combinations
ranged from 8 to 10 charts per
planet.

In other words, in the sam-
ple used in this study, Pallas
was found to be in aspect more
often to more planets than
Ceres.

Considering the total results
of this study, it seetmns reason-

able to conclude that, in birth
charts for people with brain an-
eurysm, Ceres appears to be a
less prominent factor than ei-
ther Pallas or the traditional
planetary rulers of the brain.

Some astrologers might ar-
gue that there is more to “sig-
nificance” or “prominence” in a
chart than the number of as-
pects that a planet makes. Be
that as it may, counting aspects
to produce statistics is one of
the few ways we can come up
with empirical evidence. While
20 charts is a small sample
{though no smaller than those
used in many published scien-
tific tests), [ offer this elemen-
tary study as a possible
beginning for further research
on this issue.

Valerie Vaughan

Bringing Astrology into
The 21st Century with
National Certification Preparation

for more information go {o
www.astrocollege.org

Ena J. Staniey, President
info@astrocollege.com
voice (340}856-3673
fax (540)856-3674

Sy
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World Continued from

Page 31

Donald Rumsfeld, July 9,
1932, Chicago, lllinois, 5:40
pm.

U.S Revolutionary War, July
6,1775,11:00 a.m., LMT, Phila-
delphia, Pennsylvania

Hussein Inauguration, July
16,1979, Baghdad, Irag, time
unavailable

China, October 1, 1949, 3:15
pm., Beijing, China.

Taiwan/Nationalist China,
December 25, 1947, 12:00 a.m.,
Taipei, Taiwan.

Iran, February 1,1979, 9:00
am., Tehran, Iran.

Philippines, July 4,1946,
9:26 a.m., Manila, Philippines.

Endnotes

1. Lerner, Mark, “Pluto Trig-
gers the Nuclear Axis: Part1”
First published in Welcome to
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http://www.men.org/ great
bear/nuke.html

2. Espenak, Fred. “Eclipses
During 2002.” htp://sunearth.
nasa.gov/eclipse/OH/OH2002.h
trd

3. Rosenberg, Diana K. Work-
book of Fixed Stars and Constella-
tions. 100 La Salle Street #6a,
New York, NY 10027

4. Espenak, Fred. “Eclipses
During 2003.” htip://sunearth.
nasa.gov/eclipse/OH/OH2002.h
eml

5. Baigent, Michael, Nicholas
Campion, and Charles Harvey.
Mundane Astrology: An Introduction
to the Astrology of Nations and Orga-
nizations. Wellingborough: The
Aguarian Press, 1984, p. 187.

6. Ibid.

7. T1, Noel. Solar Arcs. St.
Paul: Llewellyn, 2001, pp. 441
and 444.



Mercury Continued from
Page 16

In mid-December, Mercury
will form a semisextile to the
United States Ascendant, re-
minding us of the September 20
square. Mercury also will op-
pose the Sun and square the
Moon, focusing on the Bush
Administration—the people in
power, the home, family and,
especially, women. President
Bush and his advisors will be
forced to turn their actention to
domestic matters at this time.

The September 20 square
promises change—at least some
shake-up in leadership. The
mood of the nation in December
depends on the success of any
political moves in September.
For example, if oil prices are
even slightly down, then opti-
mism will be higher, and people
will therefore be willing to
spend more during the holidays.

My natural tendency is to
look at any aspect and try to find
the most optirnistic interpreta-
tion possible. My personal belief
is that war is not the best solu-
tion to international conflict. At
the international level, just like at
the individual level, I believe that
intelligent discussion and com-
passionate action are better. |
find no justification for many of
the acts that our political leaders
advocate. But then 1 also believe
that in a world where there is
huge wealth concentrated in the
hands of a few people, there is
enough to have life without hun-
ger for all the people on the
planet.

In locking at the Mercury
stations for 2003, it is apparent
that optimism is not the key-
note for the year. Anyone with
planets close to eleven and
twelve degrees in the birth
chart will feel the strong effects
of Mercury stations in 2003.
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The above examples from the
charts of the United .States and
President Bush show how diffi-
cult a year can be when station
after station aspects the plan-
ets and angles in your chart.
Many astrologers have in-
vestigated the chart of the
United States in profound
depth, and there is a wealth of
information out there on the
subject. This article isolates
one factor for closer examina-
tion. The stations do not exist
independent of the rest of the
charts and must be considered
within the overall configura-

Dr. Marc Edmund Jones Classics
THE SABIAN SYMBOLS IN ASTROLOGY

ASTROLOGY HOW AND WHY IT WORKS

0-943358-40-X Paper $21.95

0-943358-38-8 Paper $15.85
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tion of transits. Still, this look
at Mercury's stationary posi-
tions shows how a year in the
life of an individual or a nation
can be forecast using the tran-
sit of the “messenger of the
gods.” What do the gods really
have in store for us for 2003?

Only time will tell. How-
ever, they have arranged this
extra little bit of Mercury ret-
rogracle in 2003 to remind us
that events move forward, and
then we get the opportunity to
review our place in the Uni-
VErse Once more.
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Solstice Continued from Page 10

otfer thanks to Spirit for this
night as you visualize the light
you have formed spreading in
all directions across the Farth.
If you are with a group, share
food and beverage together by
wishing each other blessings of
“never hunger” and “never
thirst. ” If you are alone, you
can still enjoy this blessing, of-
fering it to yourself and to the
world. Include other traditions,
if you wish. My Circle will be
burming that Yule Log, sharing
experiences with each other,
and at closing, we'll return the
last bit of liquid and the last
piece of food back to Mother
Earth, with our thanks.
Holding hands one last time, re-
solve to carry the feelings of
peace created in your Circle as
you go back to your daily
world, remembering to act on
those feelings in all that you do
and in interaction with all
whom you meet.

Believe that on this Winter
Solstice you have been—and
will continue to be--a signifi-
cant force for peace on Earth!

Endnotes

L. Reinhold Ebertin. The Com-
bination of Stellar Influences,

Ebertin-Verlag 1940, English
translation published by AFA,
Tempe AZ, www.astrolo-
gers.com.

2. Alfred Witte, founder of
the Hamburg School, more
popularly known as Uranian
astrology. The system, devel-
oped circa World War 1, is the
precursor of the greatly simpli-
fied Cosmobiology system de-
veloped circa World War II.
Witte invented the 90° dial,
and plotted ephemeredes for
the first four of the eight
transneptunians, after long ob-
servation that energy seemed to
emit from certain points where
no known planet orbited. A
protégée, Sieggrun, later added
ephemeredes for the second
group of four.

3. These interpretations are
from Witte’s book, Rules for
Planetary Pictures, the Uranian
guide comparable to Combina-
tion of Stellar Influences. “Rules” is
published in English transla-
tion by Penelope Publications,
937 Crestview Circle, Weston,
Florida 33327,
www.uranianastrologer. com.

4. Well-known Uranian as-
trologer and teacher, president
of Astrolabe, elected member
NCGR Board.

L

Maria Kay Simms, CA
NCGR, PMAFA, currently
serves as Chair of NCGR. In the
midst of a succesful art career,
Maria began studying astrology
in 1973. By the late 1970s, astrol-
ogy had become her primary ca-
reer. Her book Dial Detective is
considered a classic for learning
the 90° dial. Other books in-
clude Your Magical Child, Future
Signs and The Witch’s Cricle. Her
most recent book, A Time for
Magick, on quick electional tim-
ing and ritual to focus intent,
includes new research on the
value of planetary hours. As
priestess and credentialed min-
ister, Maria has led many large
group rituals, both Wiccan and
for those of varied spiritual
paths. Formerly president of
Astro Communications Ser-
vices of San Diego, Maria now
resides in seascoast New
Hampshire, where she contin-
ues to write, and has recently
resumed her art. Her monthly
column on Iunar phases and
other work can be seen on
www.starcraftsob. com. Con-
tact her at mariasimms@
atthi.com

Peace Continued from Page 23

Just as Uranus is associated
with surprises, it is also an en-
ergy that makes us alert and
aware. The winter of 2002
highlights the potential for a
major change of attitude and fo-
cus, perhaps from enlightening
information. The American
people could suddenly come to
a new awareness about their
collective power.

When it becomes the focus

76/Geocosmic lournal

of individuals to be peaceful
and support a peaceful econ-
omy, and to meditate for peace
collectively, then the govern-
ment that represents the people
will create the design for peace.
Pluto can birth the individual's
ability to influence the choices
government makes. Uranus can
stimulate a collective aware-
ness that brings change at the
grassroots level, where govern-

ment leaders really come from.
The solar arc moverments repre-
sent the slow developmental
process of the people as govern-
ment. The trapsits increase the
pulse of tension that brings ac-
tion. The United Stares could
become a world leader of peace
among nations, just as it did in
1919. If the people want peace,
they can create it. The time for
new vision is now.



Redefining Continued from Page 42

trologers justify rejections by
offering little to answer their
challenges. Specialists from
other sciences who see value in
astrology define it by their own
criteria. Astrologers find such
definitions misleading, inaccu-
rate or incomplete, but do not
seriously reply, perhaps be-
cause there is no accepted sys-
tem to use in comparison.
Additionally, astrologers dis-
play alack of agreement on as-
trology’s definition of purpose,
which presents to others a
vague idea of the nature of the
system, further alienating any
possible widespread accep-
tance. The failure of astrologers
to provide rules of procedure
for the definitions of their sys-
tem components, such as the
planets, confuses not only the
opponents of astrology, but as-
trologers as well. So, astrolo-
gers answer the rejection of

astrology with vague apologetic
statements such as: “The nature
of astrology (and astrologers) is
to rernain a renegade science,”
or “I use astrology because it
works, even though I can’t
prove to you why or how.”

If we really want astrology
accepted by other sciences,
why not investigate how the
system of astrology correlates
with other systems by which
sciences are validated? Astrol-
ogy is such a multi-dimen-
sional, comprehensive system
that it could encompass several
classification systems, and this
investigation will certainly take
a large measure of time. This ar-
ticle simply suggests a place to
begin.

In detfining the planets, we
are really defining subsets of
ourselves.® In the end, we will
have to do the work, for our
critics will not do it for us.

Endnotes

1. Webster’s Deluxe Unabridged
Dictionary. Simon & Schuster,
NY, 1979.

2. Leonard Shloain. The Alpha-
bet Versus The Goddess: The Conflict
Between Word and Image. Vi-
king-The Penguin Group, New
York, 1998.

3. Alfred Korzybski. Science
and Sanity. The International
Non-Aristotelian Library Pub-
lishing Co., Lakeville, Connect-
icur, 1973,

4. Roger N. Shepard.
Mindsights. W.H. Freeman &
Co., New York, 1990, p. 203.

5. Therese Hance
Braithwaite. Functionally Oriented
Instruction. Unicor Press, Los
Angeles, 1976.

6. M.C. Escher. Drawing
Hands. 1948 lithograph, drawn
when Uranus was in Gemini.

Passions Continued from Page 51

never say what he needed to
say. He mastered marble, made
it sparkle and become transcen-
dent by addressing active in-
tent. He acquired his mastery in
a way true to his deepest na-
ture: through the processing of
intense emotion. Thus, behind
the veil of invisibility, behind
the stage curtain, the marble
speaks for itself.
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NCGR CHAPTER CONTACTS

CALIFORNIA

Bay Area Chapter

Contact: Steve Pincus, PO Box
4834, Mountain View CA 94040,
415-558-9614, fax: 650-968-9433,
stardial@best.com. Meetings
weeknight evenings 7:30 pim, Fort
Mason Center, San Francisco.

Los Angeles County Chapter
Contact: Jack Taube, 6333 Canoga
Avenue #391, Woodland Hills CA
01367, 818-716-1765,
montra@earthlink net. Meetings
3rd Thursday, 6:30 pm, Carrow’s
Restauruant, 18355 Ventura Boule-
vard, Encino.

Sacramento Chapter

Contact: Samnuel Heaton, 10227
Fair Oaks Boulevard, Sacramento
CA 95628; 916-863-0170; sam-
nel@chescat.com.

San Diego Chapter

Contact: Inez Lindsay,
619-363-9782;
terry@terrylamb net. Chapter
wehsite: www.negr-sandiego.org.
Publicity: Lisa Dowdy,
eclipseastrology@excite.com.
Meetings bimonthly, 3rd Sunday,
Kearney Mesa Parks and Rec Cen-
ter, Armstrong Street off Mesa
College Dr. (take 163).

COLORADO

Rocky Mountain (Denver) Chapter
Contact: Karen Anderson, PO Box
328, Rollinsville CO 80474,
303-258-7258, DistantStarkA@
cs.com. Meetings st Friday, 7:00
pm, Full Moon Books and Gifts,
8108 W, 6th Avenue., Lakewood,

CONNECTICUT
Berkshire-Fairfield Chapter
Contact: Veronica Willson, 267
Nod Hill Road, Wilton CT 06897,
203-762-7408, fax 203-762-2456,
vetonicawillson@aal com; Twink
McKenney, 203-336-8331,
mrmckenney@att.net. Meetings
2nd Sunday, 2:00 pm, Southport
Congregational Church, 524

Pequot Avenue, Southport.

DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA
Metro Washington DC Chapter
Contact: Stephen Poplin, PO Box
42691, Washington DC 20013,
202-363-7994, Eutopiad@aol.com,
http://members.aol.com/deastrolog
y. Meetings Znd Sunday, 2:00 pm,
Alero Restaurant, 3500 Connecti-
cut Ave, NW.

FLORIDA

Florida Atlantic Chapter

Contact: Artemiss, PO Box 4991,
Deerfield Beach FL 33442-4091,
054-419-9621, artemiss@att.net.
Meetings last Sunday, 1:30 pm,
Days Inn, Sheridan Street at [-63,
Hollywood.

Central Florida Chapter

Contact: Cindy Thiel, 1070 Leeway
Court, Orlando FI. 32810,
407-644-9068,
cindythiel@aol.com.

Paradise Found/Western Florida
Chapter

Contact: Madelyn
Ryan-Ingwerson 5000 Burnt Store
Road, Punta Gorda FL 33955,
941-305-2992,
Madelyn@helbing.net.

GEORGIA

Atlanta Chapter

Contact: Rene Goodale, 490
Broadland Road NW, Atlanta GA
30342, 404-261-6908,
renel@mindspring.com. Meetings
every other month, 7:30 pra,
Harobi House, Atlanta.

ILLINOIS

Northern Illinois Chapter

Contact: Lisa Hagenbuch, 1181 N.
Palos Avenue, Palatine 11 60067,
847-705-0816, Lhagenbuch@
attbi.com. Meetings 3rd Wednes-
day, 7:30 pm, The Dance Building,
1330 Webford, DesPlaines.

Southwest Suburban Chapter
Contact: Pan Hanus-Dussman,

16963 Page Ave., Hazelcrest 11,
60067, 708-335-2277. Meetings 3rd
Sunday, 5:00 p.m., Earth & Beyond
Bookstore, 15443 94th Ave.,
Orland Parlk.

MARYILAND

Annapolis Chapter

Contact: Martin Berger,
mberger@toad.net, Cammille Ad-
ams, Cotswallian@juno.com or
Rose (Hara, 7934 Roxhury Drive,
Glen Burnie MD 21061,
410-768-1404. Meetings 2nd Satur-
day, 10:00 amn, Annapolis Hall for
the Creative Arts, Greenfield
Street, Room 205, Annapolis.

Baltimore Chapter

Contact: Margie Herskovitz,
410-466-1510, hersk@erols.com.
Meetings 3rd Saturday, 1:00 pm
(except December, January.),
Waomen’s Club Building, Alle-
gheny & Bosley Avenue, Towson.

MASSACHUSETTS

Boston Chapter

Contact: Frances McEvoy,
617-484-1882; Monica Hable
Bimino, 617-923-6424,
negrbe@aol com. Meetings Satur-
day 10:00 am, Belmont Town Li-
brary, 336 Concord Avenue,
Belmont.

MEXICO

Mexico City Chapter

Contact: Louis Lesur, Montezuma
105-102, Col. Del. Carmen, Mexico
D.F. 01040, 65899-11,
sirio@data.net.mx.

AstroMexico Chapter

Contact: Monica Escalante Qchoa,
Cerrada de Miguel Norena #23
casa 2, Col. San: Jose Insurgentes
C.P. 03900, Mexico, D.F., (52)
5651-6398; pallasmoon®@ya-
hoo.com.

MINNESOTA

STARS Chapter

Contact: Marlys Wilson,
612-729-6542; Linda Fei, 1359



Sargent Avenue, St. Paul MN
55103, 651-698-1691,
starsnegrmn@yahoo.com. Meet-
ings 4th Sunday, 3:00 pm, Twin
Cities Friends Meeting House,
1725 Grand Avenue, St, Paul.

NEVADA

Las Vegas Stargazers Chapters
Contact: Gayle Kirk,
lasvegasstargazers@yahoo.com.
Meetings last Thursday, 7:00 pm,
Marie Callendar’s, Flamingo and
Decatur,

NEW JERSEY

Northern New Jersey Chapter
Contact: Joanne Castro,
973-833-74 58, Jocar413@msn.com;
Jackie Slevin, 973-744-3347,
jeslevin@earthlink net. Meetings
3rd Sunday, 1:30 pm, Wiseman's
Bookstore, 2190 Hamburg Turn-
pike, Wayne.

NEW MEXICO

New Mexico “Enchantment” Chapter
Contact: Sandy Bryan,
505-253-5001, sstars@thuntek net.
Meetings 1st Wednesday, 7:00 pm,
WWW.SWCP.COIY/-IImnCgr.

NEW YORK

Long Island Chaprer

Contact; Lenore Grafmuller, 8
Eustace Drive, Commack NY
11725, 631-543-0228,
lgastral@optoniine net. Meetings
2nd Thursday, 7:30 pm, Syosset
Public Library, Syosset.

Mid Hudson Chapter

Contact: Joanne Ferdman, 3140
Route 208 #6H, Kingston NY
12041, 843-687-4768, joanne@ul-
ster.net. Meetings lst Thursday,
3140 Route 209 #6H, Kingston.

New York City Chapter
Contact: Michael Lutin,
212-529-6464,
Michaell utinNY®@cs.com;
www.astrologymyc.org, NCGR
hotline, 212-255-3236; John
Marchesella for classes and work-
shops, 212-255-8497.

&

Upstate New York Chapter
Contact: Karen Pavlus, 272 Hick-
ory Hill Road, Ft. Plain NY 13339,
astrogal@citlink net, phone/fax:

518-993-2643, Meetings 3rd
Sunday.

NORTH CAROLINA

Queen Charlotte Chapter

Contact: Steve Nelson, 2625
Bucknell Avenue, Charlotte NC
28207, 704-375-3759,
SNelsoni@carolina rr.com. Meet-
ings last Sunday, 2:00 pm.

Network Triangle Raleigh-Durham
Chapter

Contact: Nancy Dimitrios,
919-677-8816,
nancywatkins@mindpsring.com,
www.ntastrology.com. Meetings
2nd Thursday September-May,
Unity Church of Cary, 222-AE.
Chatham Street. Lectures 3rd
Thurs. every month.

OKLAHOMA

Oklahoma City Chapter

Contact: Jim Hays, PO Box 12085,
Oklahoma City OK 731572085,
405-946-9517, jimhays@juno.com.
Meetings 3rd Tuesday, 7:00 pm.

OREGON

Southern Oregon Chapter

Contact: Doug Kellogg, PO Box
1032, Ashland OR 97520, 541-
482-8988, dak@mind net. Meet-
ings 3rd Saturday, 11:00 am., Head-
waters Environmental Center.

PENNSYLVANIA

Greater Delaware Valley Chapter
(Philadelphia)

Contact: Lois Livermore,
302-658-4319; Jane Ferrell,
bluejay727@aol.com;
www.astro-guide.com/negr. Meet-
ings 3rd Wednesday, Parastudy,
Chester Heights.

TENNESSEE

Nashville Chapter

Contact: Marilyn Sutcliffe, 7705
Indian Springs Drive, Nashville TN
37221, 6i5-662-5419,
sutcliffern®aol.com. Meetings, 3rd
Wednesday, 6:30 pm.

TEXAS

Gulf Coast Chapter

Contact: Laura Johnson, 1100
Augusta #63, Houston TX 77057,
713-622-8589. Meetings last Fri-
day, Body, Mind & Soul Book-

store, Westheimer and Midlane.

VIRGINIA

Richmond Chapter

Contact: Edna Matthews, PO Box
8412, Richrmeond VA 23226,
804-285-8552,
ematthew@mail vakl2ed edu.
Meetings last Saturday 1:30 pm,
Jewish Community Center, 5403
Monument Avenue, Richmond.

Tidewater Chapter

Contact: JoeAnne P. Bridge, Ph.D,,
7007 Hunters Chase, Norfollk VA
23518, 757-833-1907,
JoeAnne@cox net. Meetings 3rd
Saturday, 2:00 pm, Central Li-
brary, 4100 Virginia Beach Blvd.,
Virginia Beach.

WISCONSIN

Milwaukee Chapter

Contact: Jan Warren Allen,
414-258-7563, astromuse@aol.com.
Meetings last Monday, 7:00 pm,
Cosmic Coffee Shop, 59th and Na-
tional Avenue.

CHAPTERS FORMING
ARIZONA

Tucson Astrologers NCGR Guild
Contact: Cece Stevens, 3311 8.
Whistler Drive, Tucson AZ 85730,
520-745-8810, Cecest@aol.com.

AUSTRALIA

Sydney Chapter

Contact: Gregory J. Montfort, PO
Box 7120, Bass Hill NSW 2197,
Australia, Phone/fax:
61-2-9754-2999,
gjdemontfort@iprimus.com.au.

HAWAII

Contact: Susan Aiu, 98-950-B Tho
Place, Atea HI 96701,
808-486-7827, Susanaiu@pixi.com,
WWW,SUSANAluastTo, Com.

LOUISIANA

New Orleans Chapter

Contact: Blaine Anderson, Plutoni-
an@juno.cotn.

MISSOURI

St. Louis Chapter

Contact: Nikki Davenport, 612
Cleveland Avenue, Kirkwood MO
63122, 314-822-0434,
ikiastro@aol.com.



SIGS
AST SIG (Asteroids)
Contact: Nona Gwynn Press, 77-35
1i3th St. #4 A, Forest Hills NY
11375, 718-263-8084,
synona@earhtlink.net. Dues $15;
$24 overseas. Send to: Valerie
. Vaughan, 51 Longmeadow Dr.,
Ambherst MA 01002. Contributions
to newsletter and sample copies,
$1.50: Ninah Kessler, PO Box
812557, Boca Raton FL 33481,
561-470-0466, humdest@aol.com.
For asteroid positions or
ephemeredes, Roxanna Muise,

360-456-7836, roxanam®@oz.net.

DECL SIG (Declinations)
Contact: Nelda Tanner, PO Box
153, Chino Valley AZ 86323,
rig@northlink.com. Dues, $15; in-
cludes quarterly newsletter.

Starwalks (Fixed Stars) SIG
Contact: Thea Marshall, 2106
Perry Road SW, Five Points NM
87121, 503-877-9284,
khutmau@thuntek.net.

The Uranian Society (Ura-
nian/Cosmobiology)

Contact: Nona Gwynn Press, 77-35
113th St. #4 A, Forest Hills NY
11375, 718-263-8084,
synona@earthlink.net. Dues $25
11.5,; $37 others to Meira B, Ep-
stein, 119 E. 83xd St. #6B, New
York NY 10028.

SIGS FORMING

Hellenestic Astrology SIG
Contact: Levia Shanken, 304 E.
88th Street #1B, New York NY
10128, 212-472-3009,
Leviams@cs.com,

NCGR Board of Directors

Maria Kay Simms, Chair
Madalyn Hillis-Dineen, Clerk
Warren Kinsman, Tredsurer
Elected Directors
Gary Christen, Project Director

Priscilla Costello, Chaprer Affairs
Coordinator

Francis McEvoy, Director

Kris Brandt Riske Publications

Joyce Levine, Chair of Advisory
Board

Camille Adams

Paul Bottigliero
JoeAnne Bridge, Ph.D.
Bradley V. Clark, CPA
Dee Davis

Zipporah Dobyns, Ph.D.
Mary Downing

Michael Erlewine

Director
Judi Vitale, Web Coordinator
Appointed Directors

Patty Davidson, Pubic Relations
and Promotion

Linda Fei, Membership Director

Alphee Lavoie, Research Director
Joyee Levine, Advisory Board

Chair

NCGR Advisory Board

Madela Ezcurra
Irene E. Goodale
Robert Hand
Charles Hannan
Margie Herskovitz
Arlene A. Kramer
Luis Lesur
Michael Lutin
Vivian Martin

Margaret Millard, M.D.

Grace Morris, Planning and De-
velopment

Bruce Scofield, Education Co-Chair
Jackie Slevin, Education Co-Chdir
Staff
Ronnie Dreyer, Memberletter Editor

Terry Lamb, Executive Director

Ray White, Webmaster

Michael Munkasey
Arlene Nimark

Bill Sarubbi

Gloria Star

Donna Van Toen
Lorraine Welsh
Donald Wharton, M.D.
Valerie Vaughan
Donald Wharton, M.D.
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